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% ie HERE is no Fallacy more dangerous 
a | or by which common Underſtandings 
2 T are more apt to be impoſed on, than 


18 that which the Logicians call, A Dicko ſe- 
dee 1m Quid ad Dictum ſimpliciter; (i. e.) 
When from a Propoſition of acknowledged Truth in 
a reſtrain'd Senſe, a general and unlimited Conclu- 
ſion is inferr'd. For in every ſuch Argumentation, 
it cannot be denied, that there is Truth in the Pre- 
miſſes, and yet when we attend to the Concluſion, 
= we find; That contradicted by another Propoſition 
of undoubted Truth: Neither is it poſſible for us 
to diſengage our ſelves from this Perplexity, but by 
aſſigning to each Propoſition ſuch Reſtrictions as 
reconcile them to one another. Now, in Queſtions 
2 where much Abſtraction is to be uſed, the far great- 
er Part of Mankind have neither Application nor 
Ability to diſtinguiſh, with ſo much Accuracy, as 
this requires. They generally content themſelves 
wich aſſenting to ſuch Propoſitions as they find them 
ſupported with direct Proofs, without entring into 
the preciſe Diſtinctions and Limitations by which 
\. Ethey are bounded, Whence it happens, that when- 
eever they are called upon to reconcile one ſuch Pro- 
poſition to another, (which is neceſſary whenever 
any thing inconſiſtent with one is inferr'd from the 
other,) they are loſt and bewilder'd in the Difficul- 
ty; their Aſſent is divided between two apparent 
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Truths, which not being able to reconcile, they 
can come to no Determination, but by giving up 
that, which, in their Apprehenſion, ſeems co have 
che leſs Evidence, and adhering to that which 
7 A 2 | ſeems 


ſurdities that attend the Denial of it, and at the ſame 
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ſeeme to have the greater. Ahd ſince be whoof- 
fers this Fallacy, has it in his Power to repreſent all 
the Arguments that favour the one, and all the Ab- 


een 


of the other, tis eaſy for him to Pertwade them to 
renounce or approve which he pleaſe. 
1 need not go farther for an Example to luz 


ſtrate theſe Remarks, than to a entre vert ab this 4 


time in almoſt every one's Hands. noigils A 91 
That Chriſt, as Head of the Inviſible Church; is 


the ſole Ruler, ſole Teacher, and ſole Law. giver of 
his Diſciples; and that all Chriſtians, conſider d in 


that Internal Relation to Him, are equal and undi- 
ſtinguiſhed by any Commiſſion or Authority from 
one another, are acknowledged Truths of Chriſtian 
Religion. 8 
But it is alſo as True, and as Evident, chat Chriſt 
has ordain'd his Church to be a viſt ible Society, = 
appointed certain Officers, with Authority, 
Teach, Govern, Correct, and Preſerve 3 


Polity and Diſcipline in it: And conſequently, 


that all Chtiſtians, as Members of the Y ;fible Church, 


are not equal, but rank'd into Superiors and Infa- | 


riors, and placed in a regular Subordination to one 
another. 8380 


Both theſe Articles, when aſterte ! onde: their 
ſeveral Limitations, are clearly reconcileable to 


each other; bit from either, affirm'd Univerfally, 1 
and without its proper Reſtriction, there follow 


 Conclulions” manifeftly deſtruckire of the other. 
For if it be univerfally true, thar Chriſt is the fole 


7 Judge i in RisChürch, it cannot alſo be true, that ſome 


rictians Have Power of Rule and juriſdiction in 
Church; and {0 vice verſa, And unleſs the 
Perfon ro Ghom theſs Propoſitions ate thus inde- 


finite! 7 Ile SY is able to aſſign to each ſuch Re- 4 
| n as feaye them conſiſtent, they muſt appear 


him as ' Conrratiatory' Poſitions, hich cannot 


Feiß be erlle; And his Alleat will naturally be de- 3 


time to conceal all that might be alledg d in Proof | 


ter mined 4 [ 


/ 


} termined to that! which has the fortune to appear 
FF beſt Su d:iAnd!yer tis certain, neither can 
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wed: | r pare aprotic;'d 
7 10E-cannot'4herefore but in .general obſerve, how 
ncarly it concerns every one who would appear to 
teach theſe Doctrines with an honeſt Intention, care- 
fully to expreſs thoſe Reſtrictions which may defend 
them from Miſapprehenſions of ſo much Danger 
to Religion, bars ><: "Er 1 
Whether the unguarded Manner in which the 
former of theſe Doctrines has been lately aflerted by 
ſome Authors, was intended by them to miſlead 
Men ĩnto Concluſions deſtructive of the viſbie Order 
and OEconomy of Chriſt's Church, God only, who 
1 7 knows their Hearts, is able certainly to determine. 
But when it is affirmed, That Chriſt is the ſole Law- 
t _ giver, ſole judge of his Subjects; I» all Points relating 
1 | roithe Favour or Diſpleaſure of God; Terms which com- 
> prehend all things relating to Religion, and conſe- 
gquently that no Chriſtian has Authority to be Law- 
„ giver or Judge over others in ſuch Points; When 


t 


1 TIP 


„ in Aſſertion of cheſe and other Propoſitions of the 


- » fame Import, all thoſe Proofs, by which the Powers 
2 _ neceſſary to the viſible Officers of the Church have 
been uſually ſupported, are expoſed as inconcluſive, 
and all thoſe Scriptures on which they are founded, 
are declared not only to imply no Internal Abſolute 
Authority over the Conſcience, but to imply no Aut bority 
at all; When the Fariſdictin of the Church, and the 
Power of Excommurication, always exerciſed in virtue 
2x - of it;/is-explained away into a &ight which all Cbri- 
ian ha ve to a void open and Scandalous Sinners; And at 
n the ſame time no expreſs Exception is made in Fa- 
e vour of any one Power claimed by the vi/ible Officers 
of the Church, and the very Suppoſitian. that there 
- may be any ſuch, ſo cautiouſly and ambiguouſly 
r . luggeſted, that it appears rather as a Covert for an 
x Author to retreat to, than a Direction to his Reader; 
And laſtiy, when to all theſs preſumptive Circum- 
d 1 | JJC 
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ſtances are added ſuch;Infinuations of the Tyxanny 
of the Clengy, and their Uſurpations qponqthe, Ru- 
thority of Chrilt, and the Läberties of their Brethren; 
as tend to extinguiſh all Reverence and Reſpect tas 
may be permitted, to entertain ſome Suſpicions, 
That ſuch Authors might Intend thoſe Inferences 
which their Doctrines ſo. manifeſtly ſuggeſt. 
But however we may be inclined to excuſe the 
Intention of the Authors, tis certainly a very ten- 
der Obſervation upon their Doctrines; Tb they 
ferm to deny all duthority to the Church, and under pretenee?s? 
of exalting the Kingdom of Chriſt, to leave it without any 3 


_ viſible human Authority, to Fudge, Cenſure, or Puniſh 


Offenders. We may ſurely be allowed to apprehend, 


that Theſe Doctrines, thus unwarily and ſuſpici- 


ouſly deliver'd, may be underſtood in a Senſe which 
may lead Men to ſuch Concluſions as theſe. 


But the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Apprehenſions 
can no longer be queſtioned, when it appears that 


theſe Doctrines are in Fact ſo underſtood; and that 


all choſe Inferences, which it was fear d they might 
ſuggeſt, are actually deduced, and profeſſediy de- 
fended from them. When this is apparently the 


Caſec, tis to no purpoſe to tell us, That the Doc- 


trines are true in a very important Senſe; That the 
Authors intended them in that Senſe; and that no 
one has a Right to Cenſure them iu any other: Be- 
cauſe, tis evident, They are not fo. clearly limited 
to their true Senſe, but that They are actually un- 
derſtood and argued from in another: And there- 
fore, whatever we may preſume of the Intentions 


of the Author, we ate às much concern d to oppole 


him, as if theſe Concluſions were his declared 
Doctrine, ſince the Danger is the ſame, and the Ar- 
row thus directed will do the ſame, Miſchief and Ex- 
ecution in its Effects, whether diſcharged by the 
Hand of  2\F1jend or an Enemy. It may perhaps 
be thought tliat the Concluſions which thelgDoctrines 
ſuggeſt, even thus miſtaken and, miſappltac & Are Dat 
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"2 ſ6 deo to Religion as they ate repreſented by 
ſchsſe Who Gppoſe them. Bur I think it cannot be 
dsgied; char tfiey immediately affect the Peace and 
= Dilcaptine- of che Church; and we'cannot but ap- 
2} pretend che Advantages they may give to the Ene- 
mies of our Religion, when we recollect, that both 
Papi, and Seckarie have, in their turns, labour'd_ 
the Subverſion of it by theſe very Principles: And 
eſpeeially, when we obſerve how ſtudiouſly they 
hae been contended for by Men, who, we are well 
agaſſured, believe nothing either of the Viſible or In vi- 
Fb Church of Chriſt, who could have no other 
Ends to ſerve by them but the Deſtruction of Chri- 
F tinnky it fei. e n e 
pon the whole, the Danger with which theſe 
Docteines threaten Religion, whenever they are miſ- 
applied, is Great and Obvious; the Probability of 
theit being miſapplied cannot be diſputed; ſince they 
actually are ſo miſapplied; and therefore, under ſo 
jaſt an Apprehenſion of ſo great a Danger, the Go- 
2 vernonrs of the Church, to whoſe Care the Peace, 
Order, and Edification of It is committed, cannot 
be chonught to make an improper Uſe of their Au- 
thority, If they call upon the Teachers of theſe 
Doctrines to give clear and diſtinct Explications of 


bd \ ©. 
1 


| 
*. .- their'Policions :: That if they have not intended to 
2 + favourtheſeevil Conſequences, they may profeſſedly 
diſown them, and prevent their Authority from 
being farther abuſed to the Support of them: Oc 
if they have intended them, that they no longer 
may have the Advantage of attacking us in Diſguiſe, 
but be reduced to open and direct Aſſertions; and 
proper Remedies may be applyed to, to preſerve 
Mien from being ſeduced by their Arguments, or in- 
+ fldence by their Authority. And every private 
> Chriſtian muſt appear commendably employ'd, who 
„% endeavouts to aſſiſt Them in a Service of ſo much 
ps Charity to his Brethren, and of ſuch Importance to 
es i thevery Being of the Church of Chriſt. 


{ The Zeal, with which our Venerable Synod have 


y _ 
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oppoſed themſelves to the preſent Apprehenſion of 
this Danger, has been ſeconded by many learned 
Ornaments of this Church; and L ſhall eſteem my 
ſelf happy, if any Thing I ſhall offer in the'follow- 
ing Papers, may contribute to the Succeſs and In- 


fluence of their Eabonts. HD gs 
I ſhall not concern my ſelf with any particular 


Authors to whofe Works the preſent Danger is im- 
puted : But ſince, as lobſerved, all the Appearances. © 
of Reaſon by which they are either impoſed on 
themſelves, or may miſlead other Men, are in ge- 
neral reduoible to that Fallacy, which from Prin- 
ciples of unconteſted Truth in a certain Senſe, leads 
Men to infer univerſal and unlimited Concluſions, 
which arggvi#ntly falſe ; If we can ſhew that, when 
the Principles they argue from ate reſtrained to that 
Senſe in which only they are true, theſe Conclu- 


ſions cannot be infer'd from them, we may hope to 


apply a general and effectual Preſervative againſt 


the Illuſion of this Fallacy. That the Method ob- 


ſerv'd in the following Diſcourſe may appear con- 
ducive to this End, I beg leave to "repreſent to che * 
Reader the Proceſs of this Fallacy in the Argument 
before us, ſomewhat more diſtinctxc .. 

The Principles which I imagine have been either 


taught or underſtood in too large a Senſe, are 


ſuch as theſe : 156956 e ene 
Chriſt is the ſole Ruler, ſole Judge, &c. in his 
Arn, 65 b£t:19; vt. 
All Members of Chriſt's Church are perfefly 
equal, without any Preheminence or Authori- 
ty in one over another. | +: 
Theſe Propoſitions we acknowledge to be true 
when reſtrained to the Iaviſible Church, or to the 
Church of Chriſt confider'd under the Idea or No- 
tion of Invisible; and from them we truly conclude 2! 


That whoever claims any Authority of Rule or Ju- 


riſdiction over Chriſtians, as Members of ;Chrilt's 
Inviſible Church, uſurps upon the Authority of Chriſt, 'F 
and the Liberties of his Diſciples, But if from ew q 
3 55 | Fo- 
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Propoſitions, which are true only when reſtrain'd 

to the In viſchle Church, it is infer d, That whoever 
exerciſes any Authority of Rule or Juriſdiction over 
3 Chriſtians, as Members of the Viſible Church, u- 
I ſurps upon the Authoriry-of Chrift, & the Argu- 
ment is fallacious and inconcluſive: And if the 


ö A Limitations were clearly and diſtinctly expreſs'd in 


each Propoſition, the Inconſequence would be fo 
manifeſt, that no one, who is capable of reaſoning 
at all, could be impoſed on by it. : 
But when that theſe Propoſitions are either 
taught by an Author without any Limitation, . 
or the Limitation is ſo obſcurely expreſſed, that 
* tis not obſerved by the Reader; He is led in- 
to the Fallacy above-mentiond: The Propoſitions 
which he perceives to be true in ſome Senſe, he is 
prevailed on to receive as univerſally true, and 
from them co infer that the Propoſi ions oppoſite 
"2 to theſe” are univerſally falſe, This is what we 
= preſume to have happen'd in the preſent Contro- 
= verſy. It either has been, or has appear'd to be, 
= univerfally affirm'd, that Chri/# is the ſole Ruler, 8&C. 


IC 23 in his Church; That a'l Chriſtians are perfectly equal, 
Kc; and in chis unlimited Senſe, theſe Poſitions 
1 


have appear'd to be recommended by the Autho- 
= rity, and ſupported by the Proofs of the Writer; 
and fo far as any one has been convinced by them, 
ſo far he has been induced univerſally to reje this 
other great Truth, That Chrif has appointed certain Of= 
= ficers in bis Church, with Authority of Rule and Furiſdi- 
(lion over his Diſciples. . ; 
223 The Diftreſs then into which the Mind is brought 
by this Fallacy, is the apparent Neceſſity of aban- 
he doning eicher the one Truth or the other; either of 
o. denying that Chriſt has any Authority in his Church, 
bor of Denying the whole external Polity of it. 
u- Now this Diſtreſs can no way ſo effectually be reliev- 
wm ed, as by aligning to each Propoſition the juſt Li- 
7 1 


Wy mits withia which it is true; and then ſhewing that, 
e's F within cheſe Limits, they are perfectly conſiſted with 
"2 b each 


its proper Subject, does not in the leaſt claſh or in- 


this Fallacy, be intirely defeated. 


firm'd in them, but what is agreeable to the Truth 


and: But if I ſhall appear miſtaken in any Notion, 


with che Humilicy which becomes an Obedient 
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each other. By this it will be evident that it may 
with equal Truth be affirined, with reſpe& to the 
Inviſible Church, That no Chriſtian hath Authority 
over another, and with reſpec; to the Viſible, That 


Chriſt has appointed ſome to Rule over others; and 
that one of theſe Propoſitions, when reſtrained to 


terfere with the other. K 15 3 
This is what is intended in the following Diſ- # 
courſe ; in which I ſhall diſtinctly confider the 
Church of Chriſt under two Idea's of Viſible and 
Inviſible; and endeavour to ſhew what is, and ought 
to be affirm'd of it under either. And when the 
Aſſertions concerning each are reduced within their 
proper Reſtrictions, 1 hope they will appear perfect- 
ly conſiſtent and agreeable to each other. 
I aſſure my ſelf, If this Deſign were executed with 7 
a Suffciency equal to the Importance of it, it 
would effectually put an end to this Controverſy. *? 
Men would be delivered from thoſe Perplexities, in 
which a Confuſion of theſe Idea's have been found 
to intangle them: The Powers claimed to the Viſi- 
ble Officers of Chriſt's Church would be cleared 
from thoſe Reproaches with which they have been 
been charged, as inconſiſtent with the Supremacy 
of Chriſt : The Errors, into which many weak 
Men have been driven by the Terror of this Ab- 
ſurdity, would be corrected ; and the Triumphs of 
thoſe Enemies of our Religion, who have promiſed 
themſelves ſo much Advantage from the Succeſs oft 
A ſincere Deſire to promote theſe good Ends, 
has inclined me to offer theſe Papers to the Publick. 
1 have the Satisfaction to hope, that nothing is at- 


of Chriſtianity, as taught by the Church of Eng- 


1 
* 4 
©. 


that Authority, which I afſert to the Governouts of i 
the Church, I am prepared to {ſubmit to, my ſelf, 
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I #:$4444244% HE Church of Chriſt in the largeſt 


1 whole (a) Family of God in Heaven 
5 and Earth; as well the (b) Spirits of 
DIG; ju Men made perfect in Heaven; as 

+ the Congregation of thoſe 49 are (5) 
called by bis Name on Earth: But I ſhall 


at preſent conſider it in a Senſe reſtrain d to that 
Part of this Society which is here Militant on 
2 Earth... 


This has been diftinguiſhed into Chrift's Invi/ible 


1975 


and his Vifb/e Church. The former is called in 
= Scripture, (b). The Church of the Firſt-born, which are 
1 Written in Heaven; (c) The Church without Spot or 


© Wrinkle, &c. To the latter belong thoſe Deſcripti- 


3 ons, (d) And be bath ſet ſome ip tbe Church, firſt Apo- 


ſeles, ſecondarily Prophets, And in another Place, Some 


F (e) Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the Per- 
Fecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 
7 the Edifying of the Body of Cbriſt. 


Not that theſe Terms repreſent to us two Soci- 


4 ties, for then, contrary to an Article of our Creed, 
2 Chriſt would have two diſtin& Churches. They re- 


+ preſent one Catholick Church, one Society, cf which 


" F Chrift is Head: But the Mind conſidering this 


Society in different Reſpects, diſtinguiſhes it under 


theſe two Ideas of Viſible and Inviſible. With regard 


to that inward Communion, which this Society hath 


4 with Chriſt the Head, which cannot be diſcern'd 


* 
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| Eph. iii. 15. (333) Heb. xii. 23, () Eph, v. 75 


(4) 1 Cor. xii, 28. (e) Eph. iv. ro, 11. 
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2 INTRODUCTION: 
by Men, it is called his Inviſible Church, And with 
regard to its External Profeſſion of Chriſtian Faith, 
its Participation in ſuch Ordinances, and Obſer- 
vance of ſuch Diſcipline as He hath appointed for 
the outward Order and Government of this Soci- 
ety, it is called his Viſible Church. And agreeably, 
the Members of this Society, confider'd as united to 
Chriſt by Faith and Love, and to one another by * 
internal Charity, are called Members of his Inviſible 2 
Church: And when conſider'd as incorporated in 
If that External Polity which He hath ordain'd, The 
1188 ſame Perſons are called Members of his Viſible Church, © 


9 Not that every one who is a Member of the /ij- 

1 ſible Church, is alſo a Member of the Inviſible; nei- 
jo ther is every one who is ſeparated from the Commu- 
10 nion of the Viſible Church, cut off from his Internal 
6 Union with Chriſt: But it is evident, that the ſame 
1 Perſons may be, and actually are, both internal) 
hl United to Chriſt, and externally incorporated in the 
it! Viſible Society of his Church: And therefore that 
hl the ſame Perſons, as conſider'd in different Reſ- 
| pects, are Members of the Invi/ible and FViſibie Church ©: 
j of Chrift. * „ 
4 This Diſtinction hath in ſome Diſputes been uſed 

lt in another Senſe, to ſignify the different States of 

60 the Church of Chriſt. When the Church is per- 
li mitted to exerciſe its publick Offices, and act as a 

I — Viſible Society, tis ſaid to be Viſible, When by Per- 

11 ſecution or Diſperſion the Church is made unca- 

Hy pable of Aſſembling it (elf together, or Adminiſtring 4 
110 any external Polity, it is called Inviſible. But this 
is a Senſe wholly foreign to the Deſign of theſe Pa- 
Ak pers. In the former Senſe theſe Terms are taken 
Wh in che preſent Inquiry, in which it is propoſed, 


I -Diſtinctly to conſider what we affirm of the 3 
Church, (i. e.) of Chriſt as Head, or his Diſciples a: 
Members of it, under one of chzſe Denominations, 2 
and what under the other. Slg 3 


1 And if, upon the Reſult of this it ſhall 

1 per, 

Wo 3 

xr II. That theſe two Ideas, and the Characters 

* orm d by them, are perfectly conſiſtent, and As ae 

/, able to each other, 

o It muſt be acknowledg'd, 

4 

Je III. That no one can, without manifeſt Abſurdi- 

in ty and great Prejudice to Chriſtian Religion, affirm 

le any Thing of Chriſt as Head, or of Chriftians as 

b. Members of the Church, conſider d under one Idea, 

= which is contrary to their Characters, as conſi- 

1- der d under the one: 

u- 

7 eee f 

by 3 
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den e W 22 Chriſt, as diſtinguiſhed under this De- 
ne Nomination of Inviſible, may be con. 
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8 2 With Relation to Chriſt the Head, 
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4 Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt, 


1, Under this Idea we conſider Chriſt alone as 
Prieſt and Interceſſor, as Teacher, Law-giver, or Judge 
of his Church ; which Offices he executes partly 


the Holy Spirit. 


For tho Chriſt (as I hope to prove) has ap- 
pointed ſeveral External Officers and Rulers in this 


very Society, with Authority to offer up the Pray- 


ers of his People, to Intercede for them, to preſcribe 
certain Laws and Orders to them, and to Fudge their 
Behaviour according to thoſe Laws; yet when this 
Society is conſider d under the Idea of the Inviſible © 


Church, theſe Officers are not regarded: The Mind 


has no other Authority or Miniſtry in view, but 


of Chriſt and the Holy Spirit. It neither affirms 


nor denies any Thing concerning any External + 
Teachers, Rulers, &c. but wholly leaves them out 


of its Idea, And therefore, in this Senſe, it may 
be truly ſaid, that Chriſt is . Teacher, ſele Ruler, 
c. of his Inviſible Church, (3. e.) When the Church 
is imagin'd or ſpoken of under this Character, the 
Mind conſiders Chriſt on) as preſiding in theſe Re- 
lations over jj. 1 ns 


2. In the ſame Senſe it may be affirm'd, That 
Chriſt is the immediate Judge, and, by his Holy 
Spirit, the ;zamediate Teacher, &c. of his Inwifible - 
Church. Becauſe in this Idea the Mind confiders 
the Doctrines aſſented to by the Church, immediate. 
ly as receivid from the Authority of Chriſt, and 
reſers the Behaviour of Chriſtians immediately to the i 
Judgment of Chrift, without attending to any I- 
ter mediate Inſtructions, by which theſe Doctrines 
are taught, or any intermediate Judgment, to which 
the Actions of Chriſtians, as Vifible, are Subject. 
For the ſame Reaſons, indeed, and in the ſame 
Senſe, that Chriſt is the ſole Judge, & c. He muſt 


alſo be the Tmmediate Judge &. And, 


Læeſtij, Chriſt, under this Idea is concelv'd as in- 4 
timately v::iced to his Church, as lowing it, and o 
eberiſhing it, as Communicating the Influences *. F 


in his own Perſon, and partly by the Miniſtry of ] 
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L his Grace and Holy Spiric to it, and entitling it to 
the Promiſes of his Goſpel. 


ä 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Members of the Inviſible Church. 


HE Members of Chrift's Church, under the 
_ Denomination of Invi/ible, are conſider d, 
Firſt, As ſtanding in ſome ſpecial Relations to 
Chriſt. | 

* Secondly, As diſcharging the Duties of thoſe Re- 
2 lations, in a manner acceptable to Chrift. - 

I. As Chrift, the Head, is conſider'd as the ſole 
* Interceſſor, ſole Prieſt, ſole Teacher, ſole Law-giver, 
and ſole Judge of the Inviſible Church, fo his Diſci- 
2 ples, as Members of the Inviſible Church, are conſi- 
2 der'd Only as applying thorough Him to God, as 
ſubmitting Only to the Authority of his Doctrine, 
his Laws and his Judgment, Neither the Perſons 
by whoſe, External Miniſtry they offer up their 
Prayers, and by whom they are taught the Do@rines 
of Chriſt, nor the Authority committed to them 
to MMinifer in the publick Offices of Religion, and 
= to Teach the Doctrines of it, nor the Evidence of 
> ſuch Authority are at all attended to: But the Mind 
= conſiders the Chriſtian, under this Character, only 
as worſhipping God thro' Chrift, and as aſſenting 
to the Doctrines of the Goſpel oh upon the Au- 
= thorny of Chriſt . | 

Poor the ſame Reaſons alſo it may be affirm'd, that 
the Members of the Inviſble Church, are ſubject only 
to Chriſt's Laws and Judgment. For tho' the ſame 
7 Perſons are obliged to obey others, whom Chrift 
has appointed to be Rulers and Judges over them; 
vet, under this Character, they are not conſider d 
with Relation to them, but with Relation to Chriſt; 


in- and their Submiſſion to the Orders and Judgment 
nd of theſe Superiors, is not conſider'd as an Obedience 


paid to gbem, but as an Obedience paid to . 


6 Of the Inviſible Church of Cbrift, 


And this is equally true, with Regard both to 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. For tho' a con- 
ſcientious Obſervance of all relative Duties to either 
1 of theſe Powers may be one Reaſon why we eſteem 
101 any Perſon to be a Member of Chriſt's Inv;/ible 
0 Church, yet the Mind, in making this Concluſion, 
perfectly abſtracts from theſe External Relations, and 


ö N attends wholly to the Internal Relation between Him 
jt and Chrift ; and affixes this Character to Him, not 
"i as he has obey d Men, but as, in obeying Men, he 
j has obeyed Chriſt. i 

| From hence it alſo follows, that the Subjection 


of Chriſt's Inviſible Members is Immediately due to 
| Him. For tho', in any Inſtance of Obedience to 
a Prince or a Biſhop, the Action is perform'd Inme- 
nk diately in compliance with the Command of ſuch 
65 Superior, yet when we conſider the Man under 
006 this Inviſible Character, we have no regard to theſe 
[118 intermediate Relations of the Perſon. or the Action, 
1 but intirely paſs them over, and conſider the Per- 
ſon immediately as ſubject to Chriſt, and compare 
the Action immediately with his Will. 
From what has been obſerved, then we are obli- 
gd to infer theſe Corollaries. — ; 
8 I. That all Chriſtians, as Members of the Inviſible 
10 Church, are perfectly Equal. For ſince they are 
C0Cuonſider'd as only and immediately ſubject to Chriſt, all 
0 Political or External Characters, by which they are 
ny diſtinguiſhed into Inferiors and Superiors, muſt be 
09 leſt out of the Idea. None muſt be conſidered as 
|! greater or leſs, but all as equally ſubject, equally 
Vith _ accountable. E 
ſl When indeed we particularly apply this Idea to 
0 a Prince, a Prelate, ec. his Behaviour in theſe Of- 
0 fices may be conſider'd by us: But we do not re- 
gard the Powers of his Office, by which alone he is 
diſtinguiſned as ſuperior to others, but the Duties of 
1 it, in reſpect of which he is equally ſubject to Chriſt 
"i the Head of his Church, with other Men. 
it! As when 'cis affirmed of any civil ſubordinate 


Magi- 


ü Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt, 7 
J Magittrate, that he is a good Subject to his Prince, 
Ihe is not conſiderd as veſted with certain Po- 
e, but as obliged to certain ſpecial Puties; and 
this Character of a good Subject is apply'd to him 
merely under this common Notion, as one who 

has, faithfully obey'd the Laws of his Prince and 
d 2 tho' the good Magiſtrate be a Part of this Character, 
vet tis not the Power, but his Obedience in the Exe- 
X cution of this Power, which the Mind conſiders, 
In like manner, when we affirm of a Biſhop, that 
he is a Member of Chriſt's Inviſible Church, he is 
2 conſider'd purely as a Subject of Chrift ; his Conduct 
indeed is compared with more Laws of Chriſt, than 
are conceived to affect other Men; but tis merely as 
we apprehend he has obey'd or tranſꝑreſs d theſe 
Laws, that we affirm or deny this Idea of him ; nei- 
ther his Authority as Superior, nor the subjection of 
others as Inferiors, are at all regarded: But, in this 
„Kkelation to Chriſt, none is confider'd as Maſter or 
Getrant, as Bond or Free (a), but all As Co-members 
fand Co-equals. A 

2. The Mind, in this Idea, odio only the In- 


” 7 ternal Religious Character of the Perſon : It cannot 
indeed be e that by the External Behaviour of 
the Perſon, we are led to Judge of his Internal Cha- 
racter. But then tis not with Reſpect to this cut- 
vard Conduct, that we affirm him to be a Member 
of Chrift's Taviſible Church, but ſolely with Reſpect 
5 1 to that Jaternal Character, of which we conceive 
* his out ward Behaviour to be an Evidence. 

II. The Members of Chriſt's Church, under the 


+ Denomination of 1nyifible, are conſider'd; as diſ- 
> Bl charging. the Duties of thoſe Relations they ſtand 
in to him in ſuch a Manner, as renders them aecep- 
table to Chriſt: For if it is included in Chritt's 
Character, as Head of the In viſtble Church, that he 
i = loves it, and cheriſhes it (6b); ic muſt alfo be imply'd 
tin the Character of the Members of the Inviſible 
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8 Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt. 


his Inviſeble Church, For when we conſider him as 


we repreſent him as Head of his Inviſible Church, we 


Jets, ſuch whom, as a Fudge, he acquits, approves, Þ 


Ib. 7. page 715. Edit. Tariſ. A. D. 1629. (d) St. Aug. lib. 3. 


J. () UR Duty to Chriſt as our Prieſts and Me- 3 


fice which he has offer'd for our Sins to attone for 


Church, that they are ved and cheriſhed by Chrift, Þ 
and Intitled to his Graces and Promiſes : And a- 
greeably they are deſcribed, ' as The Church of the 
Firſt-born who are written in Heaven (a); the few| 
cheſen out of the many called (b); and by ſome Fa- 
thers, as Abet F txrerov (c ), | Corpus Domini 2 
quod cum illo erit in æter num (4); and generally, as 
Perſons in a State of Grace and Favour with Chrift. Þ 

And hence appears a manifeſt Difference between 
the two Ideas of Chriſt's Inviſible Kingdom, and 


a King, we aſcribe to him judicial Authority, equal- 
ly extended over good and bad Subjects; but when 


conſider him with Relation only to his good Sub- 


and will reward, 3 

And fince Chriſt cannot be preſumed to acquit 
and approve any Servant, unleſs he has diſcharged 
his Duty to him in ſuch a manner as he has promiſed * 
to accept, it comes next to be inquired, what Obe- ® 
dience we owe him under the ſeveral Characters 
of Authority we have aſcribed to him. 1 


3 SAS — + 


0 Heb. xii. 23, (b) Mat. 22. 14. (c) Clem. Mex. Strom. 7 


de Doctr. Chriſt. vid. eund. contra Creſc. lib, 2, c. 21. Item. 
contr. Pet. lib. 2. cap. ult. 


K Co 


6H A FH 1 
Of the Obedience due to Chriſt, as our ſvle A 
Prieſt, Teacher, Law-giver, Gc. And Firſt, 1 
Of the Obedience due to him as our Prieſt Y 
and Teacher. | F 


44 
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diator, obliges us to rely only on that Sacri- 


the Guilt of them, and on that Ranſom which he 
has paid to the Divine Juſtice, to deliver us from ; 
| the 


Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt, 9 
the Curſe denounced againſt them. To preſenc 


our Prayers to God only thro' him, and to expect 


the Succeſs of them only from his Merits and In- 
terceſſion. a | 


II. The Obedience we owe Him as a Teacher im- 
plies, PE SSL 


1. A careful Attention, to acquaint our ſelves 
wich his Doctrines. For he who does not apply 
= himſelf to know what this Divine Maſter teacherh 
him, cannot be preſumed to diſcharge his Duty, as 
= 32 faithful Diſciple to him. 

: 2. All that he Teaches muſt be aſſented to, as an 
Oracle of God; and no Authority muſt be heark- 
3 ened to in Contradiction to him. 9 * 
| 3. Every Diſciple of Chrift, is obliged actually 


to aſlent to ſome of his Doctrines; becauſe it can- 
not be conceived, how he who aſſents to none of 
his Doctrines, can be called a Diſciple taught by 
him, much leſs a Diſciple acceptable, and approved 
by him as his Teacher. And fince he who does not 
aſſent to a Doctrine of Chriſt in the ſame Senſe in 
on. Which he taught it, does not aſſent to a Doctrine 

of Chriſt, but to a Propoſition of his own framing ; 


ic follows, that every Chriſtian, as a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, is bound to aſſent to ſome of his Doctrines 
in the ſame Senſe in which he taught them, we 
XZ muſt conclude, that ſome of his Doctrines are fo 
plain, that his Diſciples, by a due Attention, and 
the Uſe of fach Afliſtances as he has put in their 
Power, may certainly underſtand them in that true 
Z Senſe intended in them. 3 
Z Jeſus Chriſt, a (a) Teacher ſent from God, and who 
= himſelf knew the Extent of Human Faculties, muſt 


; * be preſumed to have exaQaly adapted his Doctrines 


to thoſe Faculties. The common Reaſon and Ap- 


hat 
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10 Of the Inviſible Church of Chrift. 


prehenſion of Mankind therefore, are the Standard 
and Meaſure to which his Doctrines were ſuited; 
and conſequently are the Rule by which we are to 
judge what is the true and plain Senſe of them. 
Thoſe Docttines which, to the common Reaſon 
of Mankind. appear to be plainly taught by Chriſt, 
are to be eſteem'd Plain, and ſuch as his Diſciples 
are obliged to aſſent to: And that Senſe in which 
the common Apprehenfion of Mankind underftands 


them, is to be eſteem'd that Plain Senſe in which 


they are obliged to receive them: Neither is any 
one excuſed, who in oppoſition to the common 
Sentiments of Mankind, will take theſe Doctrines 
in a private Senſe of his own. HE 2 
Every Author may with reaſon think himſelf in- 
jur'd, if, when he has expreſs'd himſelf plainly and 
clearly to the common Senſe of Mankind, any one 
ſhall pretend that he bas a Right to underftand him 
in his Senſe, and impoſe what Meaning on his 
Words he pleaſes. If this be allowed, if there be 
no common general Standard of Interpretation to 
which we may Appeal, no certain Senſe in which 
we have a Right to be underſtood, 'tis to no pur- 


poſe to Wrice or Diſcourſe : All our Converſations 


will be attended with the Confuſion of Babel; and 


Words and Reaſon be no longer of any Uſe. Nei- 


ther is the Caſe at all different in Doctrines taught 
us by God. God ſpeaks to us as Rational Crea- 
tures: He addreſſes himſelf to the ſame Faculties 
of our Nature that Man doth, and the Words in 
which he delivers himſelf, are the ſame in which 
we converſe with Oae another; and conſequently 
we are obliged to underſtand Him according to the 
ſame Laws and Rules of Interpretation, which we 
require co be oblerved in diſcourſing with one 
another. | | 
This Obligation, indeed, to underſtand the Do- 
Rrines of Chriſt in their true and preciſe Meaning, 
is not equally extznded to all Men ; but according 
to Mens different Capacities, or degrees of Know- 
VVV 1 ledge, 
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ledge, more Do&rines are plain to ſome than to 
others, and conſequently ſome are obliged to un- 

| derſtand and aſſent to more, in the Senſe intend- 
Jed by Chriſt, than others: But all, 2s rational. 

Creatures, and Diſciples of Chriſt, are thus obli- 

ged to underftand and receive ſome 5 
From hence it may appear how Impertinent that 

Challenge is, ſo often made by the Papiſts, ro pro- 
duce our Catalogue of ſuch Doctrines as Chriſt 

indiſpenſably requires every one to believe. For 

this Obligation being more or leſs extended, ac- 

* cording to the different Capacities or Inſtructions 

of Men, it is impoſlible to aſſign any one common 

# Meaſure which ſhall equally ſerve for a Rule or 

Standard to All. Some general Articles may be al- 

& ſign'd, without the Belief of which no one can be 

intitled to the Name of a Chriſtian: Theſe every 

® Diſciple of Chrift, even of the loweſt Capacities, 
is bound to underſtand and aſſent to: But this can- 
not be eſteem'd all that is requir'd from Perſons of 
greater Capacities, and who are more fully inſtru- 

Cccted in Chriſtian Religion. Every Loctrine taught 

ia the Scriptures, was certainly intended to be be- 

lieved by the Diſciples of Chriſt ; and all Doctrines, 

Which we know to be there taught and underſtand, 

are equaliy to be believed by us; becauſe All are 
aſſerted by the ſame Authority. But all theſe Do- 

7 <trines are nor equally required to be atuz!ly known, 

2 underſtood, or aſſented to by All. It is indeed ne- 

2 cellary that ſome common Form or Summary of 

Faith ſhould be propoſed, as a Qualification ſor 

Mens admittance into the External Society of the 


Church: And agreeably, we find in the Primitive 


4 


Church, that Creed which we call the Apollles, 
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or others in Subſtance the ſame with that, required 
to be explicitly profeſt by thoſe who were receiy'd 
into the Communion of the Church. Bot the 
Queſtion is not here, What Doctrines it is fit to te- 
Juice an open Aſſent to, as a Qualification for Ad- 
muttance into the Communion of the 7% Church; 
"oF es CG 2 Þus 
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of human Capacities ; but adapt a Form of common 


ſhou'd comprehend ſuch à Foundation of the Chri- 


or fewer Doctrines according to his Capacities and 
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But what Chriſt preciſely requires every Chriſtian 
to underftand and believe, as internally related and 
accountable to Him. It was fit the Rulers of the 
vi ſible Church ſhould not, in the Summaries they re- 
quired to be profefs'd, deſcend to the very loweſt 


Uſe to the common and ordinary Apprehenſions 
of Mankind, It is fit alſo, that theſe Summaries 


ſtian Faith, as, if they are underſtood and attended 
to, will lead us into a compleat Knowledge of that 
Religion, But yet, I think, we may ſafely affirm, 
that many whoſe Capacities will not reach to un- 
derſtand ſome Articles even of the Apoſtles Creed, 
may nevertheleſs (a) kzow, underſtand and aſſent 
toſo much of the Chriſtian Faith, as may render 
them acceptable Diſciples of Chrift, and approved | 
by Him: And, on the other fide, that many of 
greater Knowledge and Capacities may be obliged | 
to aſſent to ſome Doctrines which are not expreſly 
containd in that Creed. Tis therefore (I ſay) im- 
poſſible to aſſign any common general Summary 
of Doctrines, to which, and to no more, Chrift pre- 
ciſely requires the internal Aſſent of every one of 
his Diſciples. 5 4 
But Him we may affirm to diſcharge his Duty 
to Chriſt as his Teacher or Maſter, who actually aſſe nis 
to all ſuch Doctrines as every Chriſtian, as ſuch, is 
obliged, to underſtand and aſſent to, in the Senſe 
in which Chrift deliver'd them; and either to more 


_ 

4 
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Opportunities of Knowledge: Who aſſents to all 
He doth underftand, whether He was preciſely obli- 
ged to underſtand them or not; and who believes 
no Authority affirming any thing contrary to them, 


3 
5 2 
. 25 . 3.05 


| (a) To Know an Article of Faith is here oppoſed to being ig- ® f 
norant of it. The firſt Degree of Chriſtian Knowledge iv to ænͥ i 
that ſuch a Propoſition is propoſed in Scripture as an Article of 4 

* Chriſtian Faith, the next to underſtand the Meaning of that Fro. 


Poſition , and then follows A ent to it. * 
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| Of | the Obedience due to Chriſt as Our Law- 


giver. And firſt of the Extent of our Obedience. 


Duty of the Diſciple to Chriſt his Mafer, 


4 W HA T has been obſerved concerning the 
1 


© is allo applicable to him, as à Subject to Chriſt his 
| Law=giver: Properly ſpeaking, indeed the Duties 
that ariſe from the former relation, are comprehen- 
ded in thoſe which belong to us in the latter. For 
Faith, conſider d as a Duty, is an Obedience to a 
© Law requiring us to believe; and is therefore a 
XZ Debt we owe to Chriſt as our Legiſlator. 
therefore treat this more fully, and endeavour to 
5 | (apply what may ſeem omitted under the former 
Head. | | | 

3 1/, Then the ſame Reaſons that oblige our At- 
tention and Aſſent to Chriſt's Doctrine, require us 
2 alſo diligently to apply our ſelves to know and per- 
i form his Commands. 


I ſhall 


24ly, For the ſame Reaſons that we are obliged 


to Aſſent to ſome of his Dodrines, in the ſame 
Senſe which he taught them, we are alſo obliged 
to obey ſome of his Laws in the ſame Senſe in 
| which he preſcribed them. | 


But our Obedience to Chriſt as our Law-giver,may 


be conſider'd more diſtinctly, 


1}, With regard to the Extent of it, 
2dly, With regard to the Degree or Meaſure of it. 


With regard to the Extent of it, the Obedience | 


Wich Chriſt approves, muſt be preſumed to be an 
Z Obſervance of all thoſe Laws which He has indiſ- 
penſably obliged his Servants to Obey. 

That an Obedience to ſome Laws of Chritt is 
& indiſpenſably neceſſary is evident, becauſe it cannot 
be conceived how any Man can be a Chriſtian, 


much leſs 2 Chriftian approved by Him, who 


obeys 
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obeys none of His Laws. And fince the Know- 
ledge of a Law is neceſſary to the Obſervance of 
it, it follows, That both the Knowledge and Ob- 
ſervance of ſome Laws of Chrift are indiſpenſably 
required in any Perſon of whom we affirm, That 
he is an acceptable Subject to Chriſt his Law-giver., | 
Firſt then, Every Chriſtian as ſuch is ſuppoſed 
to acknowledge his Obligation to every Law of 
Chriſt that'is known to him; And fince ſome Laws 
of Chriſt, with reſpe& both to Faith and Practice, 
are ſo obvious, that He, who is ignorant of i 
them, can hardly be eſteem'd a Chriſtian; and 
the Obſervance of them ſo neceſſarily requi- 
red, that He who diſobeys them, cannot be 
reputed a good Chriſtian; We cannot affirm of 
any Perſon, that He is 4 Subject acceptable to Chriſt 
bis Law-giver, without preſuming both his Know- I ! 
ledge and Obſervance of ſuch obvious and neceſſary 
Laws. But, 
Secondly, Becauſe the greater Application, Ca- | 
pacity, or Inſtructions of fome Perſons, lead us to 
conſider them as either knowing, or obliged to 
know, more than others; when we apply this Idea 
to them, we include in it both the Knowledge and 
Obſervance of more Laws of Chrift, than when {| 
we apply it to others, who want theſe Advantages. 
And ſo likewiſe becauſe the Stations, Offices, or 
Relations of ſome Perſons oblige us to conſider 
them as ſubject to ſome certain Laws which do not 
concern other Men, not placed in theſe Circum- 
ſtances; when we affirm this Character of them, 
beſide the common Laws of general Obligation to 
all Chriſtians, we include in it an Obedience alſo | 
to thoſe ſpecial Laws. 
With Regard therefore to the Extent of our We 
Obedience, A Subject acceptable to Chriſt as bis Law- | 
| giver may be deſcribed, as one who obeys all Laws 
of Chriſt which he is obliged to know, and all that 
He actually doth know, whether He was preciſe- 
ly obliged to know them or not, With pen 2 
3 | | | ue! 
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ſuch Laws of Chriſt as the Perſon is not conſider'd 
as obliged to know, in regard to the Equity and 
Mercy of the Law-giver, we' preſume his Igno- 
rance-pardonable ; and therefore do not, on account 
pf his tranſgreſſing them, exclude Him from the 
Number of Chriſt's faichful Servants. 


— * = - — g bl . : —— 
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r 
c che Kind or Meaſure of our Oledente. 


TT ET vs then next inquire what Kind or Meaſure 
of Obedience the Mind ſuppoſes when it ap- 

plies. this Idea. And, 2 , 
1. The only Adequate and Proper Obedience to 
Chriſt's Laws is obeying them in the Senſe and 
Meaning Chriſt intended in them. For whenever 
e receive an Interpretation of any Law contrary 
o the Intention of Chrift, and act according to it, 
Ne do not properly perform a Command of Chrjf, 
Put a Command of ſuch Interpreter; and this is e- 
Fually.rrue, whether the Interpretation is cur Own, 
or is given us by ſome other Perſon: For we no 
Wnoce Obey the Law of Chrift when we act contrary 
to It in purſuance of our own Miſtake, than when 
we act contrary to it in purſuance of another's Mi- 
take; It cannot be ſaid, that in either Caſe the 
Command of Chriſt is perform'd. If therefore (as 
before proved) we are indiſpenſably bound to 
Wbey ſome Laws of Chriſt; It muſt follow, that 
Ve are indiſpenſably obliged to obey ſome Laws 
Jof Chrift in the Senſe and Meaning which he in- 
ended in them. As ſome Laws of Chriſt are ſo 
Wobvious that no Chriſtian can be excuſed who is 
gnorant of them, ſo ſome Laws of Chriſt are fo 
Plain and Perſpicuous to the common Reaſon of 
Mankind, that no Chriſtian can be excuſed who 
Facts contrary to the true Meaning and — of 
— them. 
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them. With reſpe& therefore to ſuch Plain Laws, 


The Mind cannot affirm of any Perſon, that He is 


a Subject acceptable to Chriſt his Law giver, ., who. is 
ſuppoſed to act contrary to the Intention of Chriſt 


"FS. 3 i TASTE be 3118 1 L 
And as the different Capacities or InftruRions 


of Men oblige us to conſider more Laws of Chriſt, 
as plain to ſome than to others, fo when we ap- 


ply this Character to them, that they are approved 
Subjects of Chriſt their Law-giver, we conſider them 
as bound to obſerve more Laws of Chrift, according 


to the true Import of Them, than is preciſely re- 


quir'd from other Men. 


- oy _ 


This therefore the Mind in general affirms of 


4 * 


every Perſon to whom it applies this Character, 


That he is one who obeys every Law of Chriſt, 


which he is obliged to underſtand, in a manner 


agreeable to the Intention of Chrift in that Law: 
And according as we conceive him bonnd to un- | 
derſtand more or fewer Laws, in applying this | 
Idea to him, we conſider him as punctually obey- | 


ing more or fewer. 


Thus, when we affirm of a Clergyman, That 
he is an approved Subject to the Legiſlature of Chrif, Y 
we include in that Idea the Knowledge and Un- 


derſtanding of more Laws of Chriſt; and conſe. 
quently an exact Obedience to more, than when 
we apply the ſame Character to other Men. Not 


that the Laws of Chriſt oblige him more than any 
other Man who is enter'd into the Covenant of 
the Goſpel ; But, in regard to his particular Of. 
fice and Profeſſion, he is conſider'd as bound to} 
Know and Underſtand more, and conſequently to i 
obey more Laws of Chriſt, according to the trut 
Import of them, than other Men. Bur whatſoever | 
Laws any Perſon is ſuppoſed not obliged to Under- 
ftand, he is not conceiv'd bound to Obey accord- il 


ing to the ſtrict meaning of them. 


2. With regard to the Degree or Meaſure of our 


Obedience, even to thoſe Laws which are farbe, I 
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to be Known and Underſtood, we do not require 
a conſtant undiverted Obedience ; Becauſe if ſuch 
an Obedience was neceſſary to every approved Subject 
of Cbriſt, we cou'd never affirm this Character of 
any Perſon living. The many Infirmities which 
are inſeparable from our Nature, and the favou- 
rable Declarations of the Goſpel concerning them, 
encourage us to preſume that whenever the Action 
can be accounted for by Surprize, Inadvertency, 
the ſudden Ferment of Paſſion, &c. tho' a Law of 
Chriſt be tranſgreſſed, yet the Perſon is not exclu- 
ded from the Number of thoſe who are united to 


| Chriſt, as his Faithful Members. And, 


Laſtly, Whatever Offences againſt the Law of 
Chriſt any Perſon hath been guilty of, yet if we 
conceive him to be truly Penitent for them ; The 
Mercies of the Goſpel Covenant oblige us to con- 


\ ſider him as reſtored to a State of Favour, and 


intitled to the Grace and Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
The Degree of Obedience therefore ſuppoſed, 
when we affirm any Perſon to be a Subject approved 
by Chriſt as his Law=giver, is That, as far as Human 
Infirmities will permit, he Obeys all thoſe Laws of 
Chriſt to which he is neceſſarily obliged, accord- 


ing to the true Meaning and Intention of them; 


and that wherever he has offended, he is heartily 


| and truly Penitent for his Tranſgre ſſion. 


Bur becauſe neither our Obedience in theſe Du- 
ties we perform ſhall be rewarded, nor our Omiſſi- 
on of thoſe we negle& excuſed, nor our Repen- 
tance for thoſe Sins we have committed be accepr- 
ed, unleſs in all theſe Reſpects we are Sincere ; 


W therefore Sincerity is the principal Quality conſ- 


der'd in any Perſon's Obedience of whom we at- 
firm, that he is an aprreved Subject of Chr. For 
tho we perform every Action required of us by the 


WJ Law of Chiift, yet if we are conſider'd as perform- 
ing it meerly upon temporal Mctives of our own 


Pleaſure, Reputation, or Intereſt, the Action Cin- 


not be preſumed to intitle us to any Reward from 


Chin; 
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Chriſt; becauſe it is not perform'd in Obedience il ſe 
to him, but to his Enemy. And ſo if the Will be tr. 
conſider'd as knowingly and deliberately concur- ki. 
ring in thoſe Actions which might be imputable ve 
to Ignorance or Infirmity, the Man cannot be HN 
efteem'd to have any Title to theſe Excuſes. He ch 
is no farther a Servant of Chriſt than he has endea- Has 
your'd to obey him, and he is no further excuſa- Wm 
ble for not actually obeying him than his Endea- MO 
vours are ſincere. 

For the ſame Reaſons if the Converſion of the Id 
Penitent be eſteem'd feign'd and ſuperficial, it can- he 
not be conceivd to reunite him to Chriſt, or re- FC 
{tore him to a Character approved by him. th 


— — — 
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CHAP. VL 


Of Sincerity. 


UT tho' Sinccrity be conſider'd as a nceſſary, i, 
and even the principal Quality, in ſuch an * 
Obedience as will approve us to Chriſt as acceptable 
Sabjetts of his Legiſlature; yet it is to be feared, roo 
much is preſumed of this Quality, when it is affirm- | 
ed that this alune, and in all Caſes, is ſufficient to 
recommend our Actions to the Approbation of 
our Judge. 
When indeed we are ſuppoſed either actually 
to perform all the Duties required from us, or to be | 
under ſuch Circumſtances as excuſe us not perform- 
ing them, or to be pardon d upon our Repentance hy 
for tranſgreſſing them; tis acknowledg'd, that the | 
Sincerity of our Intention in theſe Particulars is a- 
lone ſufficient to aſſure us we are Obedient, Ecuſcd, 
or Forgiven, DR 
But much more ſeems to have been affirmed in | 
this Aﬀertion, viz. That tho' we miſtake any, or | 
all the Laws of Chriſt never ſo much, and in Con- 
ſequence | 
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ſequence of fach Miftake ſhall act even directly con- 
trary to what in the common Apprehenſion of Man- 
kind is the Meaning of them; yet if we are fully 
perſuaded that our Interpretation is agreeable to his 
Will, we are in all Caſes juſtified in his Sight, and 
the Action will be approved and rewarded by him 
Jas Obedience: A Conciufion which cannot be ad- 
- FW mitted without taking away the Necſſity of any 
Obedience at all. | | 

I before obſerv'd, that it was included in the 
idea of a Subject to Chriſt as his Law=giver, That 
he was obliged to know and obey ſome Laws of 
- EChriſt in the Meaning which Chrift intended in 
them; and that when we affirm of any one, that 
Ihe is approved in this Character by Chriſt, he 
muſt be conſider d as actually knowing, underftan- 
ding, and obeying all thoſe Laws of Chriſt, which 
every Chriſtian, as ſuch, is bound to know, un- 
derſtand, and obey. 
It was obſerv'd farther, That as ſome Perſons 
muſt be conſider'd as obliged to know, underſtand, 
Hand obey more Laws of Chriſt than Others; ſo 
the Idea in cheſe Applications is proportionably in- 
Warged, and the Perſon conſider'd as knowing, un- 
derſtanding, and obeying more or fewer Laws, ac- 
cording as we conceive his Obligations to extend, 
p But if a full Perſuaſion of Mind, be Alone, and 
in al Caſes ſufficient, then no one is ſtrictly bound 
o apprehend or obey any Laws of Chriſt in the 
Wſcaning he intended in them: No Plainneſs is ſuffi- 
Wient to oblige ns to underſtand them, and there 
Fan be no ſuch Thing as a culpable Miſtake. He 
Pho Disbelieves the Doctrines, or Diſobeys the 
Precepts of Chriſt, if he acts upon a full Perſusſicn 
7 Mind, is in as good à Condition, as he who Be- 
ieves and Obeys. Nay, farther it muſt hence fol- 
ov, that he who rejects Chriſtanity becauſe he be- 
ieves it to be falſe, is acceptable to God as he 
ho embraces it, becauſe he believes it to be true. 
This is certainly a juft Conſequence, if the Accep- 
6 D 2 tableneſs 
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table neſs of our Faith doth not depend on the Truth, 
or Evidence of a Thing we aſſent to, but merely 


on tne Strength of our Perſuaſion concerning it. 


But with what Juſtice then could our Saviour de- 
nounce thoſe ( heavy Moes againſt the Infidelity 
thoſe Cities which rejected him? Was this their 
Crime, that they knew him to be the Meſſiah, and |} 
yet rejected bim? Or was it not manifeitly this, | 
That notwithſtanding the (a) Mighty Works be bad | 
dine among them were ſo clear a Proof of his Miſſion, 
that every rational Man was obliged to acknowledge 
it, yet contrary to this Obligation they refuſed to | 
receive him? Or can we imagine thac when our | 
Lord expreſly tells us, (b) That be ho belie vetb not | 
ſnall be damned, he means no more than this, That 
he ſhall be damned who knows his Miſſion and Do- 
ctrine to be from God, and yet disb:lieves it? In- 
fidelity indeed is very ſafe under this Interpretati- 
on, ſince, upon this Suppeſition, the Penalty of it 
is affixed only to ſuch a Crime as it implies a Con- 
tradiction in Terms for any one to be guilty of. 
The Caſe is the fame with reſpect to any parti- Þ 


cular plain Direction of our Faith, or any other J 
Practical Law f Chrift ; (for Faith, as Obedience 


to a Law requiring us to believe, is as much a2 
Practical Duty, as any other Action.) For if in re- 
gulating our Conduct according to any ſuch Law 
we are not obliged to underſtand it in ſuch a 
Senſe, as the ordinary Reaſon of Mankind tells us 
the Law. giver meant it in, the whole Law will, inf 
the Language of the Papiſts, be only a Number ol 
uu ſenſed Cheracters, without any certain Meaning; i 
Ince no one Could precifely ſay, what was thc i 
Ducy requited by any Precept of it. = 
Chiriſt certainly had a preciſe Meaning in every | 
one of his Laws, and in ſome his Meaning is of 
Plain and ouvious, that it requires only a common 
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| unprejudiced Attention, and the ordinary Capacities 


of a reaſonable Nature to acknowledge it; and con- 
ſequently he who doth not underſtand them is either 
incapable of any Law, or elſe he muft be guilty 
of Sin in not performing a Duty, which it was in 
his Power to perform. And agreeably our Lord 
asks, (a) Why do you not of your Selves judge that which 
;s Right? in which Words he not only aſſerts a Right 
of private Fudgment, but ſuppoles alſo a Duty to 
attend us in the Exerciſe of that Power, and that 


Truth and Right are ſometimes ſo clear and obvi- 


ous, that it muſt be Sin in us not to acknowledge 
them, TER 
With reſpe& therefore to theſe plain Laws, both 
the Knowledge of them, and an exact Obedience 
to them according to the Intention of Chriſt, are 
conſider d as neceſſary, and conſequently are im- 
plied in the Idea of a Perſon approved by Chriſt as 


a Subject of bis Legiſlature : Neither can we conceive 


his not acting according to theſe Laws to be excu- 
ſable, however firmly he may appear perſuaded of 


: | the Truth of thole Miſtakes, in Conſequence of 


which he tranſgreſſeth them. 
In all Human Laws it has always been thought 


JF <quitable, to require the Perſons they are directed 


to, to underſtand them in the ſame Senſe in which 
the Legiſlature intended them: And accordingly 
the Penalties of the Law are conſtantly executed 
on him who tranſgreſſeth them, without any regard 
to his Perſuaſiun concerning the Meaning or Senſe 
of it: And the Equity of this Proceeding is found- 
ed on this Preſumption, that the Law is ſuch that 
a reaſonable Being, with that Attention which is 


due to the Authority which enacts it, might and 


ought to have underſtood it in its true Senſe. And 
are Chriſt's Laws only ſuch intricate unintelligible 
Preſcriptions, that no one is bound to underſtand 
them, but every one is at Liberty to obey them 
it. what Senſe he pleaſes ? : 


6 
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It may perhaps be ſaid, that the Per ſuaſian to which 
ſo much Power and Value is aſcribed, is ſuch” a 
Perſuaſion as is the Reſult of a full and impartial 


Inquiry, according to the beſt Uſe of our Facul- 


ties, and in which no Means of Information. in 
our Power have been unappiied to- This indeed 


muſt be acknowledged to excuſe the Miſtake : But 
then this Excuſe cannot be extended farther than | 
to ſuch Laws as either in themſelves are of diſſioult 


Interpretation, or from ſome natural or unavoidable 
Incapacity of the Perſon are obſcure to bim, and thus 


far we before allowed it. But then it muſt alfo be 


remember'd, that the Intention of Chriſt in ſome 
Laws is ſo plain, that no Man who miſtakes them 


can be ſuppoſed to have duly attended to them. 


Some of theſe plain Laws every Chriſtian; as a ra- 
tional Being, 1s obliged to underfland, and either 
more or fewer according to his Capacicies and Op- 
portunies of Information ; and all that be is obliged 
to underſtand, he is bound to obey according to the 


true Import of them ; and whatever Laws we are 


bound preciſely to obey, no Strength of Perſuaſion 
can excule our not preciſely Obeying; and con- 
ſequently the Strength of our Perſusſien cannot, 
Alone and in all Caſes, be a ſufficient Security for 
CCC 8 
But I would here alſo farther obſerve, That when 
it is affirmed, that a ſincere Perſuaſios of Mind is 
alone à ſecure Principle of Faith and Action, and 
Men are bid to rely on this in all Caſes, as a ſafe 


Title to the Favour of God, without regarding 


any other Conſideration : Theſe high Expreſſions 
cannot be meant of ſuch a Perſuaſion as is the Reſult 
of a full and impartial Inquiry; becauſe the Perſua- 
fron here recommended, is propoſed as the ultimate 
Rule of Faich and Action: A Rule by which if we 
act, we may always be ſecure that we have done 
our Duty: Now whatever Chrift has appoint- 
ed to be the ultimate Rule, by which we m7 
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always Judge whether we believe or practiſe 
agreeably to his Will, is certainly ſuch a Rule 
as may be applied to the particular Occaſions 
of Faith or Action: But ſuch a Sincericy of Per- 
ſuaſion as this, can never certainly be applied as a 
Rule to any Part of our Conduct; becauſe we can 
never be aſſur'd we have neglected no Oppor- 
tunity of Information in our Power, that we have 
read every Book, or conſulted every Perſon, whom 
we might have had, or may yet have Recourſe 


to, whoſe Reaſons might poſſibly have alter'd our 


Judgment, and convinced us of Error. And con- 


 Wſcquently ſuch a Perſuaſion as this is fo far from be- 


ing the Adequate or only ſafe Rule of our Faith 
and Actions, that in conſequence of this Principle, 

we can never believe or practiſe any Thing with 
Security as long as we live. 

When therefore it is affirmed, That whenever 
Wwe AG under a full Perſurſion than what we do is Lau- 
ul or a Duty, we may depend on the Acceptance of Chrift ; 
Ino other Aſſurance can be meant, than a preſent 


| Wfirm Perſuaſion of Mind however founded: And be- 


cauſe this has been very much inſiſted on, as a ſuf- 
MF ficient Defence of all Miſtakes, in Belief or Pra- 
of ice, I ſhall beg Leave to conſider it a little further 

Now ſuch a Perſusfi5n, under ſome Limitations, 
is acknowledg'd to be a Rule of human Conduct. 
Thus far it is an Abſolute Rule, that whatſoever we 
are perſuaded is contrary to the Will of Chriſt ; 


how much ſoever we are miſtaken in ſuch Perſua- 


J lion, we cannot a&xally perform without Sin: For 
to him who believes it to be a Sin, to him it is Sin; 
and whoever commits what he thinks a Crime, has 
broken through all Keverence for the Authority of 
the Legiſlator, and would as certainly have com- 

I mitted it, if it had been really one. 
But we cannot ſo far depend on this as a po ive 
Rule, as to affirm thar whatſoever we do in Con- 
ſequence of ſuch a Perſnaſeon is acceptable to CO, 

WES (+ 


— 
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and, Tiiticles' us to the Character 5 bis" Talthful 
Sa "becauſe" we are *affured; that chere are 
many Errors in Faith and octrine which*Chyif 
bates (a), tho the, Perfons who believe and” reach 
them, may be fully perfuaded it is their Duty ſo to ff 
do. We are alſo told that Men may be fo miſtaken 
in their Exzpreffion of their Love to God or Chriſt, 
bs to think they are (b) ding bim Service, and ſhew. 
ing their Affection to him, while they are Elling 
bis Servants: But be their Love for him never ſo] 
hearty, or their Perſuaſion never ſo ſtrong that 
they are bound to expreſs it in this Manner; yet 
it cannot be imagin'd that this is ſuch a Love of | 
Chriſt, or Charicy to his Members, as he will er. 
prove and reward. 

St. Paul. indeed, who himſelf had been puilty of 
this Sin, tells us, that (c) he found Mercy from God, 
becauſe he did it ienorantly in Unbelief: But, * 

1/4, The Apoſtle never mentions this Part of hi 
Life but with 2 5 deepeſt Contrition; he acknow- 
ledges the Guilt of it, and when he reflects on it, 

a he confeſſes himſelf not only a Sinner, but che 
4 (4) Chief of Sinners ; and conſequently, notwith- 
= ſtanding the Strength of his Perſuſion, the Actions 
} were ſtill look'd on by him as Sins; and therefore, ; 
| unleſs we admit the Notion of ſome Sins, being in 
. their Nature venial, theſe were ſuch as put him 
| under the Diſpleaſure of God, and were not par- 
donable without his Repentance. y 

24h), It is acknowledg'd, that the Guile of theſe 
Sins was very much abated in the Sight of God by i 
this Conſideration, that they were not committed 
in Compliance with Malice, Envy, or any baſe 
Paſſion, but proceeden from a ſincere Zeal for che 
Glory of God, and the Preſervation ot what he 
thought the true Keligivn. The Principie upon i 
which be acted was good and plcaiing co God, che th 
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ame. that he commends in the Jews, to whom 
he bears Teſtimony, that they had (a) 2 Zeal of God, 


i bus not according to. Knowledge; but as he doth not 
+þ | free: the Conduct of the Jews from Sin, tho' it pro- 


ceeded from a Principle which he approves, but 
09 prays for them as Men under God's Diſpleaſure ; 
fo neither were his own Actions, proceeding from 
the ſame. Principle, excuſed from Sin any more 
than Theirs. St. Peter offers the ſame Excuſe for the 
Sin, of the Jews who crucified our Lord, (c) I wot 
i that thro Ignorance you did it, as did alſo your Rulers; 
but he doth. not therefore think them juſtified in the 
2 $ight of God, but immediately exhorts them, (d) Re- 
i ye therefore and be converted, that your Sins may be 
= vltred out: They ſinn'd in Ignorance and Unbelief as 
of well as St. Paul, but unleſs they repented, their Sin 
%, could. not be blotted out. The Sincerity of the 
MR Offender alleviated, but did not take away the 
is Gui: And therefore St. Peter mentions this as a 
v. Circumſtance that might encourage them to hope 
it, for Pardon upon their Repentance, but could not 
ne aſſure them that they were already pardon' d. And 
h- ſo the Sincerity of St. Paul was an Inducement to 
the Divine Compaſlion, to propoſe theſe powerful 

Motives of Converſion to him; but it was his Com- 
in pliance with thoſe Motives, and his ſubſequent 
KRNepentance that acquitted him of the Sin, And 
+ i agreeably Ananias, who attended him preſently 

after his Converſion, Exhorts him to (e) ariſe 
u be baptized, and waſh away his Sins, calling on the 
Name of the Lord Feſui. Had he reſiſted the Mo- 
oF tives: of Converſion offer d to him, as many of 
St. Peter's Auditors did thoſe which he offer'd, not- 
withſtanding his Sincerity, he had remained in the 
2 ſame State of Damnation that they continued under. 

It cannot therefore be inferr'd from this. Inftance, 
he BY that 2vbenever we act with 4 full Perſuaſion of Mind, 


3 
. 
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in. WY Ca) Ron. x. 2. G) ibid. 1. () 453 iii. 17. () ibid. 19. 
2 i (e) AFs XKX&11. 16. | 
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I | we are * 5 3 Sin 3 Rites che Blaſphinlies and 
Perſscutions of St. Paal are iconfelled by; thriniao be 
Sins, notwithſtanding the Sisterity & Perſunſia un- 
der which he committed them: and theſe Sim we te 
no atherwiſe forgiven him, but upon the ordinary | 
Cotidition: of Repentance: W180i Vino 30 | 
If St. Paul indeed can be excuſed! fromrSin in 
perſecuting the Church, becauſe (a) be was: verily | 
perſuaded he ought to do it; the fame Plea will 
equally. excufe all Heathen or Popiſh Prindes who 
have at any time perſecuted the Church of Chriſt, 
The Gun powder Treaſon, and the Rebellion of 
Forty one, and all the Villanies that have ever been 
committed from à Perſuaſion of Qonſcience will 
be defended: For the Actors in theſe Tragedies 
have declar'd, that what they did they were per- 
ſuaded they were bound to do; neither can we 
convince them of Sin by any other Argument than 
this, That they acted contrary to ſuch plain Laws of 
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h God and Chriſt as they were bound to underſtand. i * 
4 We may therefore reſume our Concluſion, that 
i a full Perſuafion of Mind is not alone, and in all Caſes, 
1 a ſufficient Security from Sin; and that, in fome Parts 0 
. of our Conduct, an exact Conformity to the Rule 


1 preſcribed by Chriſt is required from us: Neither 
can this be reſtrain d within narrower Bounds, than 
0 an Obedience to all ſuch Laws as Chriſt has deli- 
5 ver'd with ſuch Plainneſs, as obliges the Perſon they 
} are propoſed to, to underſtand them. For if the 


i Strength of our Perſuaſion will juſtify us acting con- 
: trary to one of theſe Laws, it will equally excuſe us 0 


| acting contrary to all; and then he who keeps none of i - 
f his Commandments, will contrary to our Lord's expreis i + 
# Declaration, (%) be nevertheleſs in the Number of |} 
| thoſe who love Him, and are beloved both by Him and 
. ß,, RR N 2 
From the whole I infer, that an du Obedience f 
to ſome Laws of Chriſt, according to the true Mean- 
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, (a) Als xxvi. 9. (#) John xiv. 21. 
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ing eadrämpert 6f-them,- myſt be confider's ; 20 a: 

neceflaty:Ingredient-in his Ohaxacter, of whom we 
affirm that tie is an” acceptable: Sabjet# to Cbriſf a bis 
Langner: That in theſe neceſſary Inſtances, he 
muſt not only ſincerely think be 'Obeys, bur ſin- 
cerely muſt Obeyxr. 

Lafly, As to the \Fudicature of Chris, All ae d 
implied in the Character of a faithful Subject to 
nich) with relation to this Office, is that the Re- 
ZE wird? promiſed, and the Penalties threaten'd by 
Chriſt, muſt have the firft and governing Influ- 
Jence on all his Actions; and that he muſt do no- 
11 Aching that may expoſe him to the Diſpleaſure of 
Chriff, either to e the e or 8 * 
1 Reſenements of Men. N 
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L of ihe: Nature had Conftitution of the Viſble 
ee CH UR CH. 


: BIND 5 he Church, "with roſy A to „ cht Ki 
; erna Relation which ix has to Chrift, 

is call'd his Inviſible Church, fo, with 

UL: reſpect to that External Polity in which 
it is incorporated and impower'd to act 

s Eafllle Society, it is call d his Vibe Church. Un- 
: der both theſe Denominations Chriſt is conſider'd as 
ad of the Church; under the Former, as preſi- 
E 2 ding 
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ding over the Hearts and Conſciences of his Diſciples, 
and communicating all ey Gifts and Graces to 
them by the Miniſtry of the Holy Ghoſt : under the | 
Latter as deriving the Graces of the Holy Spirit to 
them by the Uſe of external Ordinances, and Admi- 


'  niftracions, and providing for their Inſtruction and 

. good Government, by certain Officers, whom he has 
h appointed, for the outward Diſcipline and Miniſtry tt 
0 of his Church, to officiate in the publick Ordinan- In 
| ces of his Religion, to teach, govern and judge his n 
4 Members, according to his Preſcript ion. For thus In 
1 the Apoſtle tells us, He bath ſer _ in the Church, | 1. 
11 | firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets,--- Helps, Governments, e 
il Paſtors and Teachers, for the Work of the A;, fo a 
[i the Edifying of the Body of Cbriſt. (a) el 
4 In the Viſible Church, therefore, Chriſt is not the. t 
1 Immediate, and conſequently not the fole Teacher, MC 
i Ruler, Cc. of his People; becauſe Others are ap- 
1 | pointed to preſide over them in theſe Offices to MC 
. whom their Submiſſion is fg dey due, tho" ti © 
4 mately to the Authority of Chriſt y whoſe. Com- 0 
0 | miſſion they act. 11 
4 This Viſible Church is conſiders eicher ee large . 
1 8 Body, comprehending all Societies off 0 
j Chriſtians diſperſed over the Face of the Earth; 
4 which are therefore call'd one Catholick Church, be. 2 
i cauſe they profeſs the ſame Faith to be ſaved by 1 8 
I the Death and Mediation of Chriſt, and alſo be. 1 
N cauſe they have a Community of Ordinances; 0 
is ſo that he who is lawfully baptized in one Church, 
N is acknowledged as a e Perſon in all other b 
9 and he who is lawfully ordain'd in one Church, 59 

i= acknowledged in the ſame Character by all others; il 
aland he who is regularly cut off and ſeparated from one 0 
5 Part of this Society, is cut off fl om the whole Church "Ys 
! Oc this Church is conſider'd as divided into par , 
ticular Societies, each under their reſpective Off- . 
1 cers and Miniſters; which, as Members, compoſe 

il rogether the whole Body of Chrift's Carbolick Church , b 


(a) I Cor, xii. 28. 9 with Ebb. iv. 11. 
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HIS Hille Church being a Society of 
a; . Chiift's Appointment, no Man can be eſteem'd 
ry to diſcharge. his Duty as his . Diſciple, who is 
n- not a Member of it. And agreeably, all the Be- 
us nefits purchaſed. by Chrift for Mankind, are an- 
us nex'd to our Initiation into this Society. (4) He 
b, that Believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved, And 
6, WF conſequently it is not a Thing left to the Choice 
rand Liberty of Men, whether they will belong to 
this Society or not: But we are obliged to be en- 
he ter'd into it, on pain of being excluded from any 
„Union with Chriſt, and any Title to the Privile- 
ges of the Goſpel. And ſince our Relation to the 
oN Catbolick Church cannot otherwiſe appear, than by 
our communicating with ſome of thoſe Particular 
Churches of which that General Society is compo- 
ed; It follows, that every Chriftian is under the 
Iſame Obligation to be a Member of ſome Parti- 
aealar Church, as to be a Member of the Catholick 
Church of Chriſt. And ſince our Communion with 
any Particular Church can no farther unite us to 
che Catbolick Church, than as that particular Society 
is it ſelf a Member of the Catbolick Church; It con- 
Ncerns us well to be aſſur'd, that the Church to 
whoſe Congregation we belong, is it ſelf a Mem- 
er; Aber of the Catholick Church of Chriſt. 

But the Nature and Duty of Church Communion I 
hall leave with the Reader in the Words of a 
: 02 TYM Reverend Prelate of the Church of En- 
nana. | | | 
3. From theſe Expreſſions of St. Cyprian There is 
ut one Catholick Church, divided imo many Members, 
3 (a) Mar, xvi. 16. — 

„) Dr. Potter now Lord Biſhop of Oxon, Diſcourſe of Church 
Lovernnent, pag. 49 ] 
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„2 ST CCS 02 


„ Chrift the Head of it.“ | 


thro" the whole W.rld, and one Epiſcopacy diffuſed in ma- 
my Biſhops, agreeing with one another. And again, Im 
There is one Epiſcopacy, an intire Part whereof is beld Me, 
by every Biſhop. He obſerves, © That whoever bes | 
* comes a Member of any Part of the Catholick 
© Church, is a Member of the whole Church; 
And on the contrary, Whoever is ſeparated from oy 
any found Part of the Church, by wilful Schiſm, | 
or juft Excommunication, is by that means en, 
rated from the whole Church. Juſt as we kind 
in Natural Bodies, That in one Body there are Yor 
many Members, And whatever is united to any | 
one of theſe, is thereby united to the whole Bo- | 3 
dy ; as on the contrary, whatever is cut off from | 
any Member, does by that Separation, loſe its | 
Union with the whole Body. Neither can there 
be deviſed any way to be united to any Body, 
whether Natural or Civil, or of being ſeparated: 
from it, but by adhering to ſome of irs PEER, i | 
or being cut off from them. Whence appears the 
Neceſſity, which every Chriſtian lies under, of 
maintaining Communion with the eee 4 
Church, wherein he lives, in order to his Com- 
munion with the Church Catholick, and. Win 8 
of 
The General Ideas which we affix to any Perten, ; e 
when we conſider him as a Member of the Whole, II 
or any Part of Chriſt's Y;fible Church, are, That He A 
is enter'd into this Society by Baptiſm ;. Profeſſes 
the Faith of Chriſtian Religion taught in it; Com- 
municates in the external Ordinances, and is obſer- | 2 
vant of the ed eit. n > hd on 20d il 
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CHAP. III. "4 me. ol 
Of the Superiors er Officers in the vid an 
Church, and the Powers committed. to then. 
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HE Members of Chrift's vile Church are 


farther conſider'd, as diſtinguiſh'd into $upe- | ; 
riors 
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riors and Inferiors, Rulers and Subjects; and when 
to thoſe general Marks of a Viſible Chriſtian before 
Emention'd, we add what is diſtinctly imply'd in 
Seach of theſe Characters, we ſhall comprehend all 
chat can be affirm'd of any Perſon, as a Member of 
Chriſt's Viſible Church. 


That Chrift did not leave the Members of his 
wiſible Church in a State of perfect Equality, ap- 


— 


the preceding part of that Chapter to the Corinthi- 
o a Body and its Members, that tho Chrift be the 


Grace moves and animates the whole Body, v. 12. 
Wet among the Members ſome alſo are to be ho- 


e ndur'd wich the Title of Head; as is evident from 
„. 21. where he tells us, that The Head cannot ſay 
d b be Feet 1 have no need of you: For that this cannot 
s, Ihe meant of Chrift is plain; becauſe Chriſt can ſay 
1e te his Members, I have no Need of you. As the Head 


Þ:the'Source and Fountain of Animal Life to the 
ody, Whence all the Members derive Spirits and 


Motion; ſo alſo is Chriſt the Fountain of Internal 
I Ppiritual Life ro the Church. And the Head, con- 


ider'd thus as a Principle of Life, exerts theſe in- 
EF: Powers, without the Aſſiſtance of the other 
Members, But when the Head is conſidetr'd as a 
Member of the Body, to all its External Operati- 
ens it has need of the other Members. In this 
View therefore ic muſt be conſider'd by the Ap ſtle, 
when he tells us, The Head cannot ſay to the Feet I 
EW 3 vave no Need of you, and conſequently, to preſerve 
— ny Analogy in the Similitude, he muſt mean that 
. Wome Perſons in the Church, tho' with reſpect to 
| Chriſt they are equally Members with others; yet 
le with reſpe& to the o her Parts of this Society, they 
Fave the ſame Preheminence, that the Head has 
ever the other Members of the Body. 
re I, | And 
"65 


pears from the Scriptures before cited, Eph, iv. 11. 
Wand 1 Cor. xii. 28. And agreeably, the Apoſtle, in 


ans, teaches us, from a Compariſon of the Church 


3 ſole and ſupreme Head, who by the Influx of his 
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reft, Th give them Meat in due Seaſon, &c. And the 


Chriſt's Church, but what is derived from Chriſti 


our Lord ſent forth the Seventy to Preach to th: 


the Church were diſtinguiſn'd by this Commiſfon: 


cCipal Qualifications of thoſe who were ordain'd tof 


could Preach as a Miniſter e he was js (out (i). 


32 O the Niſible Church of Chrift. 
And ſo when the Church is compared to the 


Houſhold of an abſent Mafter, ſome. Servants are 
repreſented as placed in Superior Trufts over the 


ſame will appear in all other Alluſions made uſe off 
in Scripture, 

Of theſe Powers tis in general to be obſerv'd, 
That no Authority can belong to any Member off 


the Supreme Head of it, either by his own imme- 
diate Commiſſion, or by the Ordination of thoſe 
who had Power from him to appoint others: No Ma 
taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he who is one of 
theſe ways call d of God. 
The particular Powers by which theſe Saperion 
were diſtinguiſhed from other Perſons were, : 
Firſt, An Authority to Preach the Goſpel, ani 
Teach others. That this was a Part of the Commiſ- 
ſion given to the Miniſtry, is evident: For thu 


Cities of Fudea (a); the Commiſſion of the Apoſtle; 
was inlarg'd, to Teach all Nations (b). St. Pall 
tells Timotby, that he was ordaind and appointed «Þ 
Preacher (c) and Teacher of the Gentiles (d). And 
not only the Apoſtles, but the ordinary Officers off 


Whence d9zoxdau d) is commonly apply d to them; 
and that they ſhould be M (e) and i (f),f 
or @e&9W ur (g) Mela, is required, among the pin 


ha Miniftry, 

And tho' all Chriſtians are commanded to _ 
and admoniſh one another (b), yet, that this Office 
was committed to the Miniſtry with diftin& Powers, 
appears from St. Pauls Determination, that none 


=. 
— 
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(a) Luke x. (b) Mat. xxyiii. 19. (c) 1 Tim. ii. 7. 2 Tin. il 
11. (dd) Eph. iv, 11. (e) 1 Tim. iii. 2. () 2 Tim. ji. 2) 
(8) Rom. i. 15. 1 Pet. v. 2, (b) Col, iii. 16, (i) Rom. x. 50 
vey 


J 
10 
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Secondly, The Miniſters of the Church were ap- 


MF pointed by Chriſt to preſide in the publick Offices 
* of Religion, to offer up the Prayers of the Con- 


gregation to God, and interceed with him to ſend 
down his Graces and Bleſſings upon them; and 
agrecably the twenty-four Elders in the Revelaiions, 


Gy who are by all Commentators acknowledg'd to 
10 ſiggnify the Chriſtian Miniſtry (a), are repreſented as 
uu b:ving every one of them golden Vials of Incenſe (6), 
cf which ace explained to be the Prayers of the Saints, 
leis And that a ſpecial Efficacy may be expected from 
A Prayers addreſſed to God thro' their Miniſtry, is evi- 


dent from that Direction of St. Fames, Is any Man 
cl among you ? Let him call for the Elders of the Church ; 
and let them pray over bim, anointing him with Oil in 
= the Name of the Lord: And the Prayer of Faith ſhall 
ſave the Sick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up; and if he 
has committed Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him (c). To 
wi the Miniſters alſo of the Church were committed 
1 the Office of Baptiſm (d), and the Conſecration of 
16 the Lord's-Supper (e). 75 2] 

And that beſides this Authority of Teaching, and 
3 Minifring in the publick Offices of Religion, the 
2 >5uperiors of the Church had a Power alſo of Rule 
ol and Government may be collected, not only from 
che Apoſtles Exerciſe of this Power in their own 
T8 Perſons, but alſo from the Commiſſions and Orders 
W given to ſuch Officers as they appointed in the 
Church. Thus St. Paul directs Timothy not only to 
teach certain Duties, but command them (f). Titus is 
impower'd to Rebuke with Authority (g). The An- 
gel or Biſhops of the Churches in A/ia are blamed 
or not exerciſing Authority (H). Among the Elders 
alſo, ſome are diſtinguiſh'd as ruling or preſiding well, 
AG; Trees (3), St. Paul commands the Corin- 
thians, to ſubmit themſelves to Stephanas, and to every 
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in. i (a) Vid. Grot. in Loc. and in Rev. iv. 10. (b) Rev. v. 8. 
i. 28 (c) Jam. v. 14, 15. (4) Mat. XXV111. 19. (e) I Cor, ki. 23. 
. %% (Y) r Tim. iv, fr. (g) Tit. ii. 15. (5) Rer. ii. (1) t Tim. v. 17. 
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24 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt, 
one who helped him, and labour'd in the Miniſtry of the 


Saints (a). He aſcribes alſo a Power of Judgment 


to the Superiors of that Church, Do not ye Fudge C 
them that are within (b)? The Church among the 
Hebrews is commanded, to remember them who had 
Rule over them (c); To obey thoſe who were 8 u 


to Rule over them (c). 


I know it has been pretended, that the Word 
Hyανά , uſed by the Apoſtle in the two Places laſt G 
referr'd to, does not imply any Character of Au. ſi 
thority, but fignifies merely Guides, Perſons who were I 
to lead the Flock by their Doctrine and Example, | 
but without any Power to command. It happens in- 41 
deed, that the Words Leader or Guide are not proper 
Appellations of any Office of Power among us, as | 
the Greek Words "Hy#wr©- or Hywov, and Pu P 


which'tranſlates them in Latin, were in thoſe Lan- 0 
guages. But that 'HyswvO was commonly uſed to a 
ſignify a Perſon veſted with Authority, might be BY \ 
ſhewn from the beſt Greek Writers. But there is nol 
Occaſion to look farther for the Meaning of it here, 
than to the Text it ſelf, The Apoſtle commands the . 
Hebrews to be Obedient and Subject to them, mig 
diene. Now Subjectiom and Authority are Corre-l 1 
latives, neither can it be imagin'd the Apoſtle would Ti: 
require them to be ſubject to Perſons who had no b 
Authority over them. And therefore, if we put Ip. 
Guides in the place of Rulers, the Senſe will not be Mt: 
alter'd, ſince they are ſuch Guides as Men are bound t! 
to ſubmit to and obey. Suppoſe then there were 1 
leſs Reaſon, than appears from the known Ule of Fc: 
the Word, to tranſlate it Rulers ; ; yet the Tranſlacors . 
have led us into no Miſtake by calling them ſo, MW! 
ſince ſuch Authority as is contended for, is aſcribed 


to theſe Guides; and the earlieſt Hiftories of the y 
Church aſſure us, chat this Authority was according-|l 
iy exerciſed by chem. 3 


7 — — 
(a) 1 Cor, xvi. 15, 16. (5) 1 Cor. v. 12, (ec) Heb. xiii. 7. 1. 


CHAP 
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CHAP, IV. 
| Of the Nature and Extent of theſe Powers com- 


And 1ſt, Of their Authority t Leach, 


T* HAT Chrift therefore bas appointed Supe- 
riors in his Church, with Authority not only 
to Teach and Miniſter in it, but allo to Rale and 
Govern it, is a Concluſion we may venture to re- 
ſume, and proceed to inquire more diſtinctly, into 
the Nature and Extent of theſe Powers, and, 


Vs Cs ST 


and Teach others muſt give an Authority to their Do- 
& arine, which cannot belong to others not Parta- 
kers of the ſame Commiſſion. Thus our Lord tells 
che Seventy, when he fent then forth to preach the 
= Goſpel, He that heareth you heareth me (a). They 
. are Embaſſadors and Legates of Chriſt (b', and the 
Meſſage which They deliver demands Reverence 


10 BY and Submiſſion on account of that high Character. 
A Not that They have an abſolute unlimited Au— 


WF thority to declare what They pleaſe to be the 
Word of God, or to add to or diminiſh one Tittle 
e- from their Inſtructions. This would not be Preach- 
1d Ming the Hodrines, or declaring the Will of Chriſt, 
no but Preaching themſelves (c), and uſurping the >u- 
ut Wpremacy of their Maſter. What Doctrines are 
be taugnt and delivered in the Scripture, thole and 
nd Wt::.o!e only have they Authority to Preach and 
ere Leach in-the Name of Chriſt; but becauſe They 
of Wcinnot execute this Office without judging from 
ors >criprurs what Doctrines Chrift has commanded 
ſo them to Teach, and the Extent of their Authori- 
dy as Teachers depends upon the Authority of thoſe 


the Interpretation of Scripture, by which they form this 
ng: udgment of their Duty, it is neceflary to enquire, 


how far this Office gives them Authority to interpret 
cripture. Ke 


—_ —— 


mitted to the Viſible Rulers of the Church : 


Firſt, It is evident, that their Commiſion to Preach 


(a) Luke x, 16. (5) 2 Cor. v. 20. (c) 2 Cor, iv. 5. 
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36 Of the Viſible Church of Chrift. 


That they have a Right to interpret Scripture Pe 
for their own Direction in the Diſcharge of this th. 
Office, muſt be acknowledged, becauſe in this D. 
they act upon a' Level with other Chriſtians, WM 
and as immediate Subjects of Chriſt. And if every 
Chriſtian as a Subject of Chriſt, has a Rigb: to 
conſult and interpret Scripture, in order to judge 
what Duties are required from him in his Station, 
the Miniſters of the Church cannot be excluded] 
from this general Right of judging in their Station, 
what the Scriptures require them to Teach, as the 
Dectrines and Precepts of Chriſt. And ſo far as 
every private Chriſtian's Interpretation is a juſt Au- 
thority for him to act on, ſo far is the Interpre- 
tation of the Miniſter an Authority for him to 
Teach what appears to him to be the Doctrine of 
Chriſt. The great Queſtion is, How far his Inte- 
pretations of Scripture have Authority to oblige: 
others to receive what he teaches as the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, and to Believe and Practice according to 
them. Now, | Eo "Fc 
I. As ſome Doctrines of Chriſt are ſo plain, that 
no Chriſtian is excuſed who miſtakes and acts con. 
trary to the Meaning of them; ſo with reſpe& to 
theſe plain Doctrines, no Authority on Earth, nor 
even an Angel from Heaven can impoſe a contra. 
ry Interpretation on us. And when our Paſtor teach. WF 
es theſe Doctrines in the ſame Senſe in which wel 
underftand them, 'tis indeed a great Confirmation 
to our Judgment, to find it agreeable to his Senti- 
ments, who is commiſſioned to inſtruct us. But in 
this he does not act properly with any Authority, he 
does not determine our Belief or Practice, but only if 
inculcates to us, and reminds us of what we ac- 
knowiede's before. Bar, EE EE MY 
2. Some Doctrines of Chriſt are, to many ofthis 
Diſciples, of difficuls or doubtful Interpretation, the 
Knowledge or Underſtanding of which, tho it may 
not be in general and abſolutely neceſſary, yet the | 

particular Occaſions of Action may require ſuck | 
| x Perſons 
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eperſons to conſult theſe Precepts, and inform 
s themſelves in the Meaning of them. Now in theſe 
s MDoubts and Difficulties, their proper Recourſe is 
„ to their Paſtors and Teachers, who are appointed 
y Wor the Perfecting of the Saints, for the Edifying of the 
o i of Cbriſt (a). And when the Reaſons given by 
e the Paitor for his Interpretation, are equal to thoſe 
1, Wuggeſted by our own Mind for a different Senſe, 
d Mis Judgment ought to be ſubmitted to by us. And 
n, that not only for Reaſons of Prudence and Diſcre- 
ie Mcretion, as becauſe of his particular Study and Ap- 
as plication, his ſuperior Knowledge, &c. but from an 
1- MObligation of Conſcience to his Commiſſim and Au- 


&. &/oricy. For in this Caſe, we do not ſubmit our 


to Meaſon or our Faith to him, but the Reaſons are 
of ſuppoſed equal, and the Conteſt is wholly between 
r- Mour Authority and his, and conſequently ought to 
ge pe determined in Favour of the Superior, 
ne Thirdly, Our Submiſſion to the Judgment of our 
to Paſtors is rather more a Duty, when from only 

equal Reaſons produced by any other Perſons, we 
zt Were ſolicited to receive an Interpretation contrary 
n. Wo Theirs, not only becauſe the one is under no 
to particular Obligation to lead us right, and may 
or nore reaſonably be ſuſpected of an Intention to 
a- Peduce us than our Paſtor, who is appointed to 
n. Vatch for our Souls (b), and is particularly accounta- 
vo e to God for the Direction he gives us: But be- 
on {cauſe the Paſtor has a Commiſſion from Chriſt to 
ti. Guide and Inſtruct us, and the other has none; and 
in where other Motives are equal, tis certainly our 
he Duty rather to Hearken to the Voice of our proper 
ly Shepberd, than the Voice of Strangers (c). 

= The Reaſons of Prudence which perſuade us in 
all ſuch Caſes to ſubmit to the Judgment of our 
JF Paſtors, are almoſt innumerable. But in compli- 
WJ ance with theſe, we do not properly ſubmit to the 
Autbority of their Commiſſion, but act upon the ſame 


„6«pꝛt 
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(9 Eph. iv, 12, (b) Heb, xiii. 17. (c) John x. 5. 
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cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive (a). 


any other Perfon's Sentiments, we are ſtill as liable M 
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Motives of Diſcretion, which in all other Difficul. 
ties determine us to follow the Direction of others | 
more capable of Judging than our ſelves, But where | 
the common Reaſons of Aſſent are equal, the Sub- 
miſſion of our Judgment is manifeffly paid to their Ml 
Authority, and in every ſuch Caſe is certainly due 
to it. | 
More Authority than this we do not claim to the 
Miniſters of the Church as our Teachers. Where the 
Meaning of Scripture is plain and evident, whether 
we collect this Evidence from our own Reaſoning, 
or from Arguments offer'd by other Men, no Au- 
thoricy muſt be admitted in Contradiction to it; 
becauſe no Authority can be an Argument of equal] 
Weight, with the plain Evidence of the thing. 
But where the Diſpute is only between one Autho- Mar 
rity and another, between the Authority of our 
proper Paſtor, and the Authority of our own Opi- 
nion or the Opinion of one who would ſeduce us 
from him, the Commiſſion of the former ought to Mi 
give a Preference to his Judgment. £ 
With leſs Authority than this, tis impoſſible the i 
Miniſters of the Church ſhould execute the Duties 
of their Station as Teachers, or fulfil the Ends for 
which they were ordain'd to that Office. We are 
aſſured one great End of their Inſtitution was, 744 
we ſhould no more be toſſed to and fro, and carried avout 
with ever Mind of Doctrine, by the ſlight of Men ani 


dd 
* 


But it their Doctrine is of no more Authority than 


S 


to be carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, and 
ſeduced by Deceivers, as if they had never been 
appointed. He who lies in wait to deceive, is as much 
to be believd as They are, and Chriſtians are under 
no more Obligation to follow their Directions than 
his. What they teach is, upon this Suppoſition, no 


= 


1 


7 


e 


r —— 
— 


(a) Eph. iv. 14: : 
farther 
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farther to be regarded than as tis ſupported by 
their Reaſons, and can therefore have no more 
Weight than what any other Man teaches, and muſt 
Inave had juſt the ſame if they had never been or- 
Idain'd. And conſequently Chriſtians are no more 
ſecured from Error by ſuch Appointment, than they 
were before without it. 
lt it be ſaid, that this Inſtitution of a Miniſtry 
was no otherwiſe intended to prevent Error and 
N 180 than by appointing Perſons under particu- 
8 Par Obligations to warch and apply the Reaſons 
that ſupport the Truth upon Particular Occaſions 
Tf Danger to any Part of the Flock. I wou'd ob- 
ſerve, that from this Conceſſion, appears the Wil- 
dom of this Inſtitution, by which even the Weak 
nd the Negligent are in a great meaſure ſecured 
rom Danger, and all who are willing to apply 
wy for Direction, are provided with an eaſy Recourſe 
Ito one of ſuperior Knowledge. But ſtill this Pro- 
Wvifon wou'd be ineffectual, in the Caſe before- 
ron, if the Seducer had the ſame Authority, 
and were to be heard with the ſame Submiſſion as 
al he Paſtor. 
Thbcre will always be a great Number among the 
Woferionrs of the Church, to whom thoſe Characters 
Pen by the Apoſtle will belong, Children in un- 
di (a) ek in Faith (b), Unlearned, (c), Un- 
Lilful in the Word of Righteouſneſs (d), Whoſe Senſes 
Ware not Exerciſed to diſcern between Good and Evil (e). 


of 


ian And 'tis evident to Experience, that the Generality | 
ble of theſe Perſons who are very little capable of Ar- 
nd gument or Deduction, take the Meaſures of their 


Duty in much the greater Part of their Belief and 


ich Practice, merely from Authority. Nay if we aiten- 
der 5 tively conſider the Diviſions of Mankind upon any 
aan Controverſy, paſt or preſent, we ſhall ſoon be con- 
no Pinced, that the far greater Number ol Partiſans on 
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(a) 1 Cor. xiv, 20. () Rom. xiv. I, (c) 1 Cor, xiv. 16. 
0 eh. XV. Iz. (e) Heb, v. 14. 
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either fide ate not engaged hyche Truth or Evi. 


moſt ee to that Rule. «But; ti ne: in . ain ö 


to them. If therefore their Office implies no more 


they canngt have leſs chan We have, aſcribed | ol 
| them. 5 + 4 * 


— — — 


dencs: Of Argument, but by Motites of- Reve- 
rence} r Averſion to- thaſt whiss appear chEHrin- 
cipals in che Debate. Thus it always Was with 
the Bulk ot „Mankind, -andafter all our fine Decla. 
mations on the Liberty of human Underſtanding, 
thus it always will be. Now we allow, tis the 
Duty of every Man, as far as he is, able, and the 
Direction of the Law reaches, to compare his Con- 
duct with the Law of Chriſt, and to be determin d | 
in all Queſtions to adhere to that which, appeas 


will always be determin d to r * Ames N 7 
tend for is, That in ſuch Caſes the Judgment off. 
their proper and lawful Miniſter ſhould be preferr di 
before that of any other Perſon, The Commiſſion 
of an appointed Guide cannot demand from us leis} 
Reſpe& than this; thus much muſt be concluded '3 
even from that Interpretation of *Hyiwa@ in the 
Text before conſider d, which was intended to be, 
leaſt favourable to the Power of the Miniſters. Fol 3 
tis plain, ſome Authority is there aſcribed to them 
becauſe others are commanded to 'obey and ſubmil 1 
than Guiding or Leading, this Authority muſt, be al 
low'd them as Guides and Leaders; and if they have 


any Authority as diſtinguiſh'd by theſe Chatacteg 


It is indeed/abſurd to imagine any Perſon ap- 
painted her Commiſſian Of a Superior, to be A 
Cui £9: others withous-thus. much Authority. Fall 
what ſignifies his Commiffion to guide us, if weld 
are as muchat}Libefty,'to follew our on Sent. 
ments; or to be guided by. any one elſe as we wer 
before. If indeed this Gyids ſhall attempt to lead 
us a WOE manifeſtly ane to his a 1 
1:4 1018 


we have probable Reaſons to ſuſpect either that he 


n- has miſtaken his Way himſelf, or induftriouſly de- 
th figns to miſlead us, we may with Humility ſuggeſt 
a. our Apprehenſions: And for our greater Certainty, 


inquire of other credible Perſons whom we meet. 
And if a great Number of theſe aſſure us we are 
out of our Way, and agree in directing us to ſome 
other, and ſupport their Opinion and Direction 
with good Reaſons; we may conclude, we are 
ar miſled, and if our Guide will not hearken to theſe 
Reaſons, tis our Duty to leave him ſo far as he thus 
errs, how much ſoever it may expoſe us to his Diſ- 
1%|pleaſure, But if we take upon us to oppoſe our 
own mere Opinion to his Judgment, or follow every 


oi Autbority of any other Perſon, tho equally credible 
rd wich him; we defeat the very End of his Commiſ- 
ion ion, and are guilty of Rebellion againſt that Su- 
els perior who appointed him to lead us. 

thi J-———— — — a 
1 Df the Authority committed to the Rulers of the 


Religion, 


HE Authority which we aſcribe to the Ru- 
: lers of the Church under this Branch of their 
160 1 U tice, is, n 0 
. That they are ſet apart and diſtinguiſh'd from 
he reſt of the Congregation, as the proper Perſons 
offer up the Prayers and Supplications of the Peo- 
we ple ro God. 
Tat in the publick Worſhip of the Congrega- 
ion, ſome Perſons ſhould preſide over the reſt, is 
lead pot only agreeable to Order and Decency, but re- 
aired by the Nature of the Action it ſelf. For it 
= — cannot 
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ctions, we are obliged not to follow him: Or if 


idle Perſon who calls us another Way, or the bare 


ore E Church, to Miniſter in the publick Offices of 
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42 | Of the Vifible Church of Chriſt. 
cannot be conceived; how an Aſſembly of Men 


can unite in their Devotions; any other way than | 


by joining with ſome one Perſon who offers up 


Prayers on the behalf of the whole Aſſembiy That 


the Miniſters of the Chutch were the Perſons ap- 
pointed to this Office, 1 before proved. And ſince 


*tis reaſonable to believe, that the Prayers of the 
Faithful are more acceptable to God When ofter'd 
in the Manner which He has preſcribed, it muſt | 
follow that our Prayers will more effectua ly decive Þ 
the Bleſſings of God upon us, when offer d thus ac-Þ 
cording to his Inſtitution by Perſons'appointed by Þ 
Him to this Office, than when preſented by any 
other Perfon not thus appointed. And conſequent- 
ly, They are to be accounted of as the Ordinary vi- 
ſible Ixterceſſers of the Church; or as ſome of the 
Fathers have expreſs'd ' themſelves wenn - Median 


between God and his People. 


Por tho! Chriſt be our only Mediator in Heaven, 
the only Prieſt who by the Merits of that Oblarion f 
bimſelf once offer d intercedes for us with God, and 
ptevails for Acceptance and Succeſs to our Prayers, 
yet has he ordain'd that theſe Prayers ſhou'd be of- 
fer'd in his Church by the publick Min ſters of his 
Religion; Them has he appointed to Iwtercede for 
his People in his Name, and to Plead his Merits 
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and Satisfaction in their Behalf. All Chriſtians in- 


deed are commanded to pray for one another, and] 
whenever they do fo, they are properly Interceſ/vr: 
for one another; but this Office private Chriſtians 
are to perform in the Cloſet or the Family. In 


Publick Acts of Worſhip this Office belongs to the 


Miniſter as the Mouth of the Congregation, And] 
therefore with the ſame Propriety that private Chri- 
ſtians, WhO addreſs God according to their Station 
for the Happiness of their Brethren,” may be ſaid to] 
be T:zrercefſors for them, The Miniſters may be calld 
the Publick Interccſrs of the Church. "The orcina-W 
ry Ofhcers by whom the Prayers of the Congte- 
gation are preferced to God, and conſequently the 
"EEE — Perſons 
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Perſons, by whoſe Miniſtry the, Deng pray d for 
by che Congregation are ordinarily and regutariy to 
be obtain d from God. 


| Sp e ene eee 
2, Another Branch of their Authority in the 


Pp publick Offices of Religion is the Adminiſt ration of the 


Sacraments. That this was ſpecially committed to 


them is evident from the Scriptures beſore cited. It 


is not, I think, pretended by any Chriſtian, that the 
Conſegration —7—ꝗ Euchariſt belongs to any but the 
Ministry; much Diſpute indeed has been rais d con- 
cerning the Validity of Baptiſm given by private 
Chriſtians :. But without entring into the Merits of 


chat Controverſy, tis ſufficient to my preſent Pur- 


¶ poſe to obſerve, rt. That the Scriptures plainly and 
Lexpreſsly commit the Adminiſtration of this Sacra- 
ment to the Miniſtry. 2. That they no where ex- 
preſsly commit it to any other Perſons. 3. That 
they who contend for the Validity of Lay Baptiſm al- 
low it to be Irregular; and that tho the Act when 
done is valid, yet the Perſon had no Authirity to do 
Lit; from which Conce ſſion it follows, that this Office 
properly and regularly belongs to the Miuiſters of 
the Church, and that they only can act Authoritative- 
in the Adminiſtration of it. Which is as much as 
lam here concern'd to prove. 
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Fete Aut borily of Legiſlature committed to the 


TS . ' Viſible Rulers of rhe Church. 


Mong the Powers committed to th? Superiors 
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on Earth can add to otodimtiſh ehm it Aud 
Whatever Rxterunl Ordinanbat he Has 


Rulers of his Church to injoyn ſuch 41 Männer of 
performing his Commands, as may promots'Decency 


ſtrangled, and Bloud (a). St. Paal alſo gave Laws or 
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That the Power of the Apoſtles was Extraordinary ; 
That they were infallbly and immediately directed by 
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ported to his 

Church, he has not inttuſted any of e Miniſter: 
with Authority to revetſe or alter, Burwithrsgard 
to the Viſible Adin He hab given Authority t rh 


Peace and Edification: And as far as may be e6tidnoiveſ 
to the ſame Ends, to Preſcribe or Prôhibit ſuch o. 
ther Actions alfo as are in their nature Indiffe rem 
(i. e.) neither commanded nor forbidden by Him. 
Thus we find the Council at Jeruſalem, for Rea. 
ſons of Peace and Expedience, prohibited Thing. 


Rules to the Co intbians, for the greater Decency off 
their Publick Aſſemblies -- That Women' ſho«'d nu 
Joe eak in them (b) That they ſhen'd be cover'd (c), and 
or the more orderly Celebration of the Lord's Sup-þ 

per (d). . 1 fi. Tis 

Ir has been objected indes to hid" Argument, 
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the Holy Spirit, and conſequently that it cannot be 
inferred from their Practice, that the Ordiuar/ Go- 
vernours of the Church bave this Power of Preſcti 
bing Rules G c. Before we proceed, thetefore ir 
concerns us to remove this Objection: | "Now: ts 
e 890 . 
That all thoſe Miraculbus Poaepi that were li- 
8 to che Apoſtles for the Converſion of the Worldfi 
were Extraordinary, and no Part of that Authofity : 
which was derivd by their Ordination on their!“ 
Fubſtitutes and Succeſſors: But that The) actual! 


committed to the (Ordinary Rulers of the 'Churct 
ſuch Powers as we contend” for, has in paft been 
ſhe wn already; and I fhall endeavour farther to al. 
- Fett by Bice en . Aber, Pros it t mul 1 
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id ; ſalſo appsar, that heſide thoſe Extrxondinary and Tem- 
u BY pra: Powers: which were Perſonal, the: Apoſtles 
ts were alſo inveſted with an Ordinary Cemmunicable Au- 


rd thogity of the ſame Extent with what we now claim, 


he ſince they could not tranſmit to others an Authori- 
of ty which they had not receiv'd themſelves. 

2. That the Apoſtles in All, and even in theſe Or- 
dmary Parts of their Office, were aſſiſted with a Mea- 
ſure of the Divine Spirit not afterwards continued to 
the Church, is eaſily granted; They were the Ma- 
ſter-bailders, who were firſt to form and Model this 
ea. Society, And not only the Pattern according to 
ich it was to be framed; but many of thoſe Rules 
alſo, which they preſcribed for the external Order 
and Edification of it, we believe were dictated to 
them by the Spirit. But the ſame Promiſe of che 
Spirit is extended alſo to their Succeſſors unto the End 
1p. of the World; and we are aſſured is fulfilled to them 


in ſuch Gifts as are neceſſary to preſerve and conti- 


＋ 


by But let us conſider a little more attentively the 
de Weight of this Objection as it affects the Legiſlature 
Jo- of the Church. The Mcdinm by which it attempts 
fi- to diſparage our Inference from the Practice of the 
i Apoſtles, is---That che Apoſtles were immediately 
Zr; 4irefed by the Spirit to make Laws and Rules for the 
« WW ourward Peace and Order of the Church: Therefore 
gi (ſay the ObjeRers) it cannot be concluded from 
ra their Precedent, that other Perſons, t fo directed, 
ity = have Authority to make ſuch Rules, G. | 

zeit But I beg leave to obſerve, That the moſt obvi- 
ay 225, Conclufions from the Apoſtles being immediatel) 
ch Lrect ed by the Spirit to make ſuch Laws and Rules for 
een! dhe outward Peace and Order of the Church; Are, 

af. . That the Outward Peace and Order of the 
wil Church are, in; the Judgment of tlie Holy Spirit, 


nt, nus that Order to the Church in which the Apoſtles 


1 Things to be provided for by the Governours of it. 
2. That ſuch Kind of Rules and Preſcriptions as 
. che Apoftle gave; are the beſt Means to preſerve 
allo 


theſe Bleflings to the Church. Now 


—  —_— 


2 „ 
— 


3 


545 
| 


bh 'E 
. — 


be — — — 4 + 
— * — — — — 


— 


— 5 . 
FOE af 22S 
— — 


| 


contrary, tis manifeſt that a great Part of thoſe Rules 
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Now the outward Peace and Ges the, Church 
o * DB Sd * ie enn FLU 
will always require the Cars and ,Superintendence 
of ſome Perſons to e e it. And, ſince the 
Apoſtles, the Governours of the Church at tha 
Time, were by the Hoh Spirit appointed to this Care, 
this ſeems a Divine Deſignation of the, GoyernourNÞ 
of the Church as the proper, Perſons to. whom this. 
ſhou'd at all times Belong. And if this bs. alle 
a Part of their Office, by what better and faore. ef. 
fectual Proviſions can they diſcharge this Olfic , thank 
by the ſame to which the infallible Wiſlom of God 
directed the Apoftles, viz. by Preſcribing ſuch ] 
Rules as ſhajl from time to time appear conducive. to 
Peace and Order. e eee Hg 
It may perhaps be ſaid, that the Rules preſcribed 
by the Apoſtles were intended to be a full and per- 
petual Proviſion for theſe Ends to ali Ages of the 
Church, and that no Perſon may preſume to Pre- 
{cribe any other without the ſame. immediate Direct in F 


- 


of the Spirit which they had. 
But if the Ryles preſcrib'd by the Apoſtles were in- 
tended to be a full and perpetus! Proviſion for the 
Peace and Order of the Church in all Ages, then 
theſe Rules are to remain of perpetual Ole and 
Obligation to the Church in all Ages: But on the 


were only a Temporary Proviſion adapted to the pie- 
ſent State and Exigencies of thoſe Churches to 
which they were-direRed, as it muſt appear to any 
one who obſerves the Rules given by St. Paul to the 
Church at Cormrh ; the gecater Part of which were 
proper only for the State which that Church wes 


4% £ 


then in, not yer ſetled under a Regular, Miniſtry, 
but govern'd and inſtructeg by Perſons Occaſionally 
and Extraordinarily inſpirgd ; and accordingly the 
Uſe and Obſigetion of thoſe Rules hare por bee 
thought by, any, except a few Enthuſiaſts, to extend 
farther than to the particular Circumſtances of that 
Church to which they were given. And the moſt 
natural Inference, from the Apoſtles being directed 


by 
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y the Spiri: to provide for the Peace and Order of 
ie Church, by ſuch Rules as were adapted to the 


the Particular State and Exigences of ic in their time, is, 
hat Hat tis the Will bf God, that their Succeſſors in 
e, ne Government of the Church, ſhou'd follow their 
2 Example; and preſcribe ſuch Rules as appear condu- 
this ive td theſe Ends in the particular State and Cir- 
„a umttances of the Church in their tim. 
el So fat as any Rules given by the Apoſtles are at 
n any time, and in any Circumitances of the Church, 
10d Kconducive'to theſe Ends; fo far they are of Force 
2, Wand Obligation: But when thro' the different Cir- 


cumſtandes of the Church, they either obſtruct theſe 
Ends, or are no longer neceſſary to promote them, 
the Divine Intention in preſcribing them is more 
leffectualiy comply'd with by their Repeal, than by 
their Cont inuance. And agreeably the Rules given 
by St. Paul to the Corinthians for Praying and Propheſy- 
Ying by turns, &c. Which were expedient for chat 
Church in the State ic was then under, when a Re- 


5 Igular Miniſtry came to be eftabliſh'd would have 
36 diſturb'd that Peace and Order which they were 


intended to promote. And fo the Decree, prohi- 
biting things ſtrangled and Blood, when it appear'd no 
longer neceflary to avoid Offence to the Jes, was 
by the ſucceeding Ages of the Church annull'd, | 
Inotwithftanding the Apoftle ſays, He wrote the 
10 Former by the Commandment of the Lord (a), and 
1 the Latter is expreſly called a Decree of the Holy 
cb (). So that the earlieſt and belt Ages of the 
„ Ckurch did not think the Rules givee by the Apo- 
ſtles perpetually Binding, notwithſtanding the Di- 
þ vine Direction by which they were preſcribed: or 
indeed to be of any farther Obligation than as the 

IE Reaſons for which they were preſcrib'd continued 


e require them ; Bur thar when theſe Reatons 
0 ; ceas d, the Governours cf che Church had Authori- 
ſt 3 ——— ͤ —üůĩ4— ꝛ2:t?:æl̃ĩv5‚X‚„j — 
d 


(a) 1 Cor, xiv. 37. (0 48s xv. 28. 


ty, 
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ty, by the Ordinary Power committed to them, to 
Superſede or Repeal them; And ſince the ſame Ay. | 
thority is required to Repeal, a, Law as to; Enad it; 
tis manifeſt they thought the fame, Authorit by 
which the Apoſtles made theſe Laws, was tranſmit. 
red to them; (i. .) That the Apoſtles in theſe. In- 
ſtances acted only by the ſame Ordinary Power which 
they deliver'd down to Them, tho They (the Apo- 
ſtles) were in a more particular manner affiſted and 
directed by the Spirit in the Exerciſe, of it; And, 
that when theſe Extraordinary Aſſiſtances ceaz d, the ; 
Ordinary Power did nevertheleſs; remain: And that] 
it was their Right and their Duty to. exerciſe it, 
according to the beſt of their Diſcretion, as the in 
emergent Exigences of the Church requic'd, without 
waiting for that immediate and ſpecial Direction of the 
Spirit by which the Apoſtles ated, 
From what has been offzr'd in reply to this Ob- 
jection I obſerve, that ſuppoſing the Truth of what 
is ſuggeſted in it, That the Apoſtles in preſcribing St 
theſe Rules acted always by the immediate Direction 
of the Spirit; and that none but the Apoſtles, during bt 
their Lives, were allow'd to preſcribe them, which 
are as full Conceſſions as can be deſired ; yet upon 
theſe Conceſſions, it will not follow that the ſuc- Nit 
ceeding Governours of the Church are excluded O 
from this Power. How weak and inconcluſiye then in 
muſt this Objection appear if neither of theſe Sup- i 
poſitions is true? nen e ei 
As to the Firſt, tis manifeſt St. Paul deliver d Wh: 
Rules which he expreſly tells us were not the Din- Wh 
ctien of tbe Spirit To the reſt. ſpeak I not the, Lord, If 
any Br other hath. 4 N sfe that believetb not, And. ſhs F 
pleas'd to dwell with him, let him not put her away (a) 
Here we-ſee He ſpeaks in the Style of Authoricy 
Let him not put ber away; and to the Woman, 
71 Let Her not leave Him. But in preſcribing thels 
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ler F:fible Church of CD. ag 
A c e "that, He ec fly y in 
Vans Us Ochecal Colinii{libn; f 
Chriſts Ottürch, by blen Tie ws REY 10 
dy mak" An ch Pkg 48 He faw convenient, pro- 
It- videa'th were not contrary tothe Laws of Chriſt. 
n- Se tac tig plain, che Apoltles preſcribed Rules for 
cn WI which THey trad not the expreſs Direction of rhe Spirit; 
0- Hand fineg che Ordinary Governours of the Church 
nd Hare hot denied to Haves as much Authority as the 
nd BY Apottles in all things in which They were not inſpi- 
ne red, or which did not relate to their Miſſion to con- 
at vert tlie World, their Precedent muſt in theſe In- 
it, ftances be” acknowledg'd concluſive for this Power 
; in che nher) 'Minift 
But Second, The Inftances are numerous in 
Scripts; in Which this Authority was exercis d by 
: Perſons who were not Apoſtles. In the Council 
IS Feruſalem, not only the Apoſtles, but the Elders 


ut i ohctrr d in the Decrees of that Aſſembly (a). 
ng Se Paul ſends a general Direction to the Church at 
ion Corinth, Bet all Things be done decently and in Order 6); 


ür ene preſeribing ſuch particular Rules as ſhould 
. de recep to that end, he leaves to the Superi- 
ptscof chat Church. And ſo he informs Titus, that 
it wus a Part of his Commiſſion in Crete, to Set in 
Pe big, that were wanting (c), which mut 
imply an Authority to make ſuch Rules as he in 
his Hiſetetton ſhouid think conducive to that Order 
7 47 was wanting; ſo that others alſo who were 
offles, exerciſed this Authority with their Ap- 


12 


probätion. And conſequently, the ordinary Gover- 
4 7 date ol che Church have ſufficient Ground from 
. "the Right they claim to preſeribe ſuch 
ON > uſes che“ it ſhould be grunted, this Power could 
i) not be inferr'd from the Prastice of the Apoſtles 
in, hemſelves. And ſince this Power was given totheſe 


Ferſons by the'Apoftles, their being immediately 
rected by the Spirit, proves that it was the Dir dtion 
be Spirit, that 33Y Thould have this mer _- 
| Dy 4 XV. 6 23. « i I x Cor. » xiv. 40. (000 Tit. 1. 5 FTW 
23 8 8 
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Church I before limited it to Externals, and to ſuch 
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As to the Extent of this Legiſlative Power of the 


Actions as are either commanded'or left undetermind 


by Chriſt. It cannot extend to any Action forbid i 
by Chriſt, or to impoſe any Law on the Conſcienct, 


or preſcribe any Thing to the Faith or Practice of 


Men as a Condition of Salvation. The Rulers of the 
Church, therefore, as Legiſlators, may not concern 
themſelves with the inward Belief of the Mind, or 
the ſecret Grace of the Heart in their Laws, nor af. 
fix the Penalty of Damnation to the TranſgreffionÞ 
of them. Theſe are the Peculiars of Chriſt's Autho. | 
rity, but their Power is limited to the External 
Action, and this External Performance is not requi-Þ 


Sr greg wo 
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red by their Law as neceſſary to Salvation, but à I. 


neceſlary to Men's Admiſſion or Continuance in the 


Church's cutward Communion. 


They Teach indeed, that the inward Belief «ff 


certain Truths, and the inward Obedience of the, 


Soul in moral Duties, are neceſſary to Salvation, 


But this is the Doctrine, and not the Law of theft 
Church. As a Law, tis referr'd wholly to the Au. 


thority of Chrift : But theſe Things the Church teach 


es, and is obliged to Teach, becauſe it believe; 
them to be eſſential Parts of Chriftian Religion. 


But with Regard to the External Obſervance of 3 | 


all Chriſt's Commands, and as Terms of oztwariM 
Communion, the Governours of the Church may C 
ordain Laws or Rules, and injoin ſuch Actions à 


are agreeable to Chriſt's Laws, and prohibit ſuch %. 
are contrary to them. They may order the Times 


of publick Prayers and Faſts, and the Behaviour to Ne 
be obſerved in them: They may direct the public! 


Exerciſe of our Charity, and other moral Duties: 


And with reſpe& to Faith and Doctrine, ſince the 


publick Profeſſion and Teaching of thoſe are Extern 
Ads, they properly fall within the Direction oi 


the Church, and accordingly the Rulers of it may 


injoin the publick Profeſſion of ſuch Articles, and the {i 
publick Teaching of ſuch Doctrines as are agreeabi' 
| 0 
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to Scripture, and forbid ſuch as are contrary to it. 
To this Branch of their Office indeed it has been 
objected, that it implies an Authority of interpreting 
1 Scripture prejudicial to our Rights, as rational 
ce, Men and Chriſtians, to judge for our ſelves what 
of we are to believe and profeſs; and to the Right 
he of every Teacher of the Goſp el, to judge for him- 
rn elf, what he is to teach. And Tonk the Legiſlature 
or of che Church in theſe Points has been thought 
af. to be very much affected by this Objection, it may 
m be of uſe to conſider it a little more diſtinctly. 
10-| How far the Rulers of the Church, as Teachers, 
nl Y have. Authority to direct the inward Aﬀent of the 
ui. Mind, has been conſider d and ſtated in a former 
=_ Inquiry, The Point here in Queſtion is, how far 
the they have Authority to direct and require our Exter- 
* Profeſſion, or Pablick Teaching of the Doctrines of 
olf the Goſpel. Now I preſume it will not be denied, 
the! 1. That all Chriſtians are indiſpenſably obliged 
Ito believe ſome Articles of Faich on Pain of Dam- 
Ination; becauſe Chriſt has expreſly declared, That 
e who belie eth mot ſhall be damned. And fince he 
Uno believes theſe Propoſitions in a different Senſe, 
from what Ghrift intended in them, does not believe 
ga Doctrine of Chrift, but a Propoſition of his own 
olf eaming; it follows, that we are bound to believe 


rl theſe neceſſary Articles in the ſame Senſe in which 
nay {Chriſt meant them: With Reſpe& thereſore to 
s 3 Cbriſt s Lows, Men are not at full. Liberty what to 
1 4Þþ pelieve, or what not to believe, any farther than 
mes they are at Liberty to chooſe, whether they: will 
tobe ſaved or damned. 


2. That every Preacher of the Goſpel i is arialy 
Pblig d. by the Lam of Cbriſt, to preach thoſe Do- 
Ftrines only which 'Chrift has taught. 

3. That the Rulers of the Church have Authn- 
1 off 5 to require our External Obſervance of all Chriſt's 
nay As, at leaſt of al} Laws which he has ſtrictly ob- 
the wig) bs Diſciples in their ſeveral Stations to obey, 
able And ſince the only External Obſervance that can + 
0 pat 


ict 
ies: 
the! 
nl 


and Teach. „%%ö;ö 3 Pos i: ON, 
The Queſtion then to be reſolved in Order to if 
ſatisfy this Objection is, whether the Rulers of the 
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paid to a Law, requiring us to Believe, or to Teach, 


is openly Profeſing ſuch Belief,” and Taching ſuch | 


Doctrines as are directed by that Law; it follows, 
that the Rulers of the Church muſt have Authori- 
ty to require us openly to profeſs our Aſſent to ſuch 
Articles, and to teach ſuch Docttines as Chriſt has 
required us according to our Stations to Believe 


% 


Church have Authority, as Law giver}, to require 


ſuch Articles to be profeſt, and ſuch Doctrines to 


be taugbt, as they from their own Interpretation of 
Scripture think Chriſt has required us according to 
our Stations to Profeſs or Teach? - 


| Now. if the Rulers of the Church are al | w'd to 
have any Authority to require an open Profeſſion of i 
Faith, and to preſcribe what Doctrines ſhall be open) 


Taught ; it will be found to follow as a neceſſary 
Conſequence, that they have Authority to require 


{uch Profeſſion to be made, and ſuch Doctrines to 
be taught, as they from their own Interpretation of 
_ Scripture believe Chriſt has required to be profeſt 


and taught: Becauſe, if this Authority would 


permit them to direct any Thing contrary to theit 


own Interpretation of Scripture, they would have 
Authority to direct what they believe contrary 
to the Law of Chriſt, and conſequently to con- 
tradict what to them appears a Law of Chriſt. Or 
if they may permit Men to profeſs or teach any 


Thing contrary to what they believe Chriſt ha 


directed, the Abſurdity will be the ſame: For then 


they may permit Men to commit what they think 


Chriſt has forbidden, and ſo be Partakers of their 
Sin, and moreover be guilty of a diſtin Sin of 
their own, in not executing that Authority which 
Chriſt has given them, to prohibit all open Violati 
ons of his Laws. Either therefore, we muſt den), 
that they have any Authority to require an open Pr- 
Fellen of Faith to be made, or to preſcribe * 
1 * EY * Ws: 


* 
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Doctrines Mall be openly :aught,.or elſe we mutt 
© allow them to exerciſe; this Authority according to 
their qwn Senſe and Interpretation of Scripture... 
Now, that the Rulers of the Church have Autho- 
rity; to injoin a publick Profeſſion of Faith, as a Con- 
dition of External Communion, tis evident; becauſe 
the Power of admitting Men into the Church by 
Baptiſm, is committed to them. For an open Profeſſi- 
on of Chriſtian Faith, is a neceſſary Condition of 
| Baptiſm g. and conſequently, they muſt have Autho- 
rity. to require this Profeſſion, which is the previ- 

| ous. Condition of it. 


In the Exerciſe indeed of this Power, they are 


| confined to require no Article to be profeſs'd, but 
| what the Scripture plainly requires to be beliew 4. 
But ſince no particular Form is preſcribed in Scrip- 
| ture in which this Profeſſion is to be made, it muſt 
be left to the Rulers of the Church to extract from 
Scripture ſuch plain Articles, as every Perſon ſhall 

profeſs before he is Baptized, and ſo far to interpret 
| Scripture, as to judge what is plain and fit to be 


required. And conſequently their Obligation to 


injoin no Profeſſion, but what is agreeable to Scrip- 


ture, muſt in the Execution of their Office be reſolv'd 


into this, that they are bound to require no Article 


to be profeſs d, but what they in their Conſcience 


| think the Scripture plainly requires to be beliew'd. 


But the Rulers of the Church are farther to be 


conſider'd, as Guardians of the Churches Peace and 
| Edification, and veſted with Authority to make ſuch 


Laws as are neceſſary to promote and ſecure theſe 
Ends. And ſince the Peace and Edification of the 
Church is no way ſo much endanger, as by Men's 
openly teaching DoErines contrary to thoſe taught 
by the Church, which have therefore obtain'd the 
Name of Hereſies or Diviſions - They muſt aiſo have 
Authority to preſcribe what Doctrines ſhall be pub- 
lickly taught: And tho' in the Exerciſe of this 
Power alſo, they are limited by the Laws of Chrift 
to require nothing to be taught, but What is * 

5 | 8 Able 
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them agreeable to Scripture, that they muſt com- 
mand to be taught; and what appears repugnant 


Right co all that can be ſaid in excuſe of any other 


ferior Chriftian is to perform the Duties of his Sta. 


Church by Baptiſm, and providing for the Peace and 
Edification of the Church, are Duties of their Station, th 
no Reaſon can exclude them from the ſame Right | * 


84 of the Viſible Church of Chriſt 


able to Scripture, and prohibit nothing but what 
is contrary to it; yet the Application of this Rule 
mult be left to their own Judgment and Conſcience, 


- — 


What, upon the Reſult of their Inquiry, appears to 


to it, that they muſt forbid: And if in executing iſ 
this or the former Part of their Office, they ſhall 
preſcribe any Thing which happens not to be agree. iſ 
able to the Intention of Chrift's Law, they have a 


Perſon, who acts upon a miftaken Senſe of Scripeure, Þ 
In ail indeed that they challenge in the Execution 
of either Office, they claim no other Right in their 
Station, but what is earneſtly contended for by iſh 
all private Chriſtians in their Station. For the 07 
Governours of the Church are as much obliged in 


Conſcience to perform the Duties of their Station 


according to the Rule of God's Word, as any in- 


tion, And fince the Admiſſion of Men into the if 


of interpreting Scripture for the Direction of their P. 
Conſcience, in the Diſcharge of theſe Duties, which 

every private Chriftian demands for the Direction of t 
his Conſcience, in the ordinary Duties of Life: And I th 
fince it is impoſlible for them to perform theſe Du- | - 
ties with a good Conſcience, without judging from tt 


Scripture what Articles they ſhould require to be I t 


profeſs'd, and what Dodrines they ſhould require b 
or forbid to be taught; They muſt conſequently IM" 


have a Right ſo far to interpret Scripture," as to judge IMP 


what Articles are to be profeſt, and what Doctrines iſ { 
are to be taught: And ſince their Commiſſion obliges 0 
them alſo to requite ſuch Profeſſion to be made, and 
ſuch Doctrines to be taught, as they from their own 
Interpretation of Scripture judge fit and neceſſary; 
They muſt alſo have Authority by their Commiſſion 

8 | 0 
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to injoĩn ſueh Profeſſions to be made, and ſuch. Do- 


i Wenner 4880 : 
Arines to be taught; becauſe whatever they are 


hound by their Commiſſion. to perform, they have 
nly © Authority to perform. And laſtly, ſince 
the Subjection requir'd from the Inferiors, is exactly 
portion d to the Authority inttuſted with the Superi- 


lors; if the Superiors have Authority to preſcribe in 


theſe Inftances, their Subjects are bound to obey 


ſuch Preſcriptions. All the Difficulty then that re- 
mains is, what Degree of Obedience is due to theſe 
| Laws, Which will be conſider'd under the Character 
of a Subſeck of Chrift's Viſible Church. 


Os 


— 


Of the Juriſdiction committed to the Rulers of 


the Viſible Church. 


\INCE Laws without San#ions, would be no 
more than an Advice; and a Legiſlative Power, 


| would be of little Uſe without Authority to execute 


the . Penalties of its Laws on thoſe who tranſgreſs 


them, the Rulers of the Church muſt be conſider'd. 
as veſted alſo with judicial Authority, to cenſure or 


_ 


| puniſh: Offenders. | 


That this Authority was by our Lord committed 
to his Apoſtles ; that in Virtue of that Commiſſion, 
they executed this Authority; that during their 
Lives, other Perſons alſo were by them ordain'd to 
the ſame Power, and That the ſucceeding Ages of 
| the Church did conftantly Exerciſe this Power, has 
been learnedly and inconteſtably proved by the ve- 
nerable Prelate (a) before cited. I ſhall at preſent 
| preſume, that in conſequence of his Lordſhip's Rea- 
ſons, it will be granted, that che Governours of the 
| Church have a rightful Claim to this Power, 5 
| If we conſider the Nature of this Power, tis not 
| improperly called a Spiritual Power; for though the 
Spirit, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſignifies the inner Man, or 


1 


(a) Dr. Potter's Diſcourſe of Church Government, chap. 5. 
hidden 
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hidden Man of the Heart, who is Subject only to the 
Juriſdiction of Chriſt ; yet this Authority has obrain'd 
the Name of Spiritual, becauſe it is given for Spiri- 
tual Ends for Edification (a), &c. and the Penalties 
it inflicts are different from thoſe inflicted by the 
Civil Magiſtrate, which in oppoſition to theſe are 


call'd Temporal. For though tis certain, that diverſe 


bodily Diſeaſes, and Death it ſelf, frequently at- 
rended the Cenſures of the Church in the firſt Ages 
of the Guſp2l; yet this was a miraculous Annexion to 


the Eccleſiaſtical Sentence, and no Part of the ord- 


nar) Power of the Church, which reaches no farther 
than to exclude from ſome or all the External Privi- 


leges of that Society, or reſtore the Offender to 
them again, a Power which fundamentally belongs 


to every Society. 5 
But it doth not hence follow, that Temporal Pe- 


nalties may not be lawfully, or uſefully annex d to 


the Cenſures of the Church; the contrary may ra. 
ther be preſumed, ſince God himſelf did miracu- 
louſly joyn ſuch to the Cenſures of the firft Ages, 
And the Civil Magittrate to whom the ordinary 
Power of Temporal Penalties belongs, may hence 
conclude it lawful and proper for him to add the 
ſame kind of Penalties to the ordinary Sentences of 


the Church. That he may infli& temporal Penal- 


ties on thoſe Actions which offend the Church, fo 
far as the ſame indanger the Peace of the State is 
not diſputed; and that he may exert this Power 
with an immediate Regard co the outward Welfare 
of the Church, ſeems alſo plain, becauſe he is not 
only the Guardian of the Civil Peace, but alſo the 
Nurſing Father Fd the Church (b); which Character 
cannot imply leſs than that he ſhould protect and in- 
courage the Friends and Ornaments of it, and dil- 
courage the Enemies and Scandals of it, which 
how he can effect more than his meaneſt Subject, 
any otherwiſe, than by the Execution of his Civil 
Power is not eaſily imagin'd. 


2 (a) 2 Cor. xiii. 10. (5) If. xlix. 23. 


Neither 
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Neither, is the Eccliſiaſtical Officer any way un- 
qualified for this Delegation of Civil Power. For if 
the divine Wiſdom thought the Rulers of the Church 
proper Perſons to be intruſted with the Inflition of 
| thoſe minaculous Penalties, which attended the Primi- 
tive Cenſures of the Church; no Reaſon can be 
given why they ſhould be unfit to be veſted with 
that Civil Power, which the Magiſtrate may apply 
to the Protection of the Church, and which ſeems 
to have ſucceeded in the Place of that former mira- 
| culous Power; but then neither of theſe are to be 
look'd on as properly Eccleſraſtical Powers, but as the 
one was the extraordinary Interpoſition of God, lo the 
| other is wholly derived from the Civil Magiſtrate ; 
and when both are taken away, the Ecclefgaſtical Pow» 
er will nevertheleſs remain intire. a 

As to the Extent of this Judicial Power, tis under 
the ſame Limitations with the Legiſlative Authority 


of the Church: The Perſons who are ſubject to it 


are the viſible Members of Chriſt's Church, and the 
Actions that fall within its Cognizance are their 
viſible and external Behaviour: Farther than this, ei- 
ther to Perſons or Actions it cannot extend, for 
thoſe who are without God Fudgeth (a); and the inte- 
rior Conduct of any Man can only be diſcern'd by 
him who ſes in Secret. But as far as any Part of our 
Mora] or Religious Behaviour is viſible, fo far it is 
ſubject to the Furiſdi#tion of ths Church: 80 far as 
| Church has Authority to make Laws, fo far it mult 
have Power to inflict Puniſhments: And ſince, (as 


I before obſerv'd) the Governours of the Church 


have Authority not only to preſcribe ſuch #.4;ffercnr 
Actions as may promote Peace and Order, but alſo 


to direct the cæxternal Obſervance of Chriſt's Laws, 


| and prohibit ſuch Actions as are wiſible Tranigretli- 
ons of them; They muſt have Power to inflict Pe- 
nalties, both on Offenders againſt their Rules of 
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Peace, and on ſuch Perſons who wi/ibly tranſgreſ; 
Chriſt's Laws. Se 
Not that they pretend to execute the Laws of 
Chrift, for then they muſt inflict the Penalty denoun- 
ced by him (i e.) Eternal Damnation: But they exe- 
cute only their own Laws concerning the external Ob. i 
ſervance of Chriſt's Commands; and accordingly 


the Penalties which they inflict are only Suſpenſion or 5 
Expulſion from their Communion. ON 
They teach indeed, that Men are obliged in Co. hi. 


ſcience and under the Pains of Sin, to obey all their hi. 
Laws which are not contrary to the Laws of Chrift. WW T. 
Bur then (as I before diſtinguiſh'd,) this is not the 
Law, but the Doctrine of the Church; neither do 
they teach that theſe Penalties attend Men's Action x , 
as they are Tranſgreflions of their Laws; but 2 
they are Tranſgreſſions of ſuch Laws of Chriſt, as re- 80 
quire a Submiſſion to thoſe who are appointed to ruh fue 
- over them, But to proceed 


That the Church has Authority to forbid and , 
puniſh open and notorious Violations of Chriſts I tra 
Moral Laws is acknowledged: And ſince it has been to 
already ſhzwn that the Faith of Men is not exemft 15 
from the Laws of the Church, the ſame Reaſon muſt pr 


alſo prove that 'tis not privileged from the Cenſ Won 
of it. It is granted, that the inward Act of the Mind WW g. 


i by which we affirm or deny the Truth of any Arti-. I H. 
' | cle, is not cognizable by any human Authority; Pr 
6 but the external Profeſſion of Faith is a vi/ible Part uA. 


our Behaviour. And ſince Chriſt has left as plain be 
Laws concerning our Fauh, as concerning our ch. 
Moral Actions; there appears no Reaſon why ntoi- ha 
_ ous Offences againſt the one, may not be forbid and I th 
puniſh'd by the Rulers of the Church, as well to 
noloricus Offences againſt the other. D. 
What Chriſt has not required Men to believe, that Ig: 
the Church has not Authority to require Men to 
© profeſs; but where Chriſt has poſitively demandel 
| our Faith, there the Church, as Judge of the exter- 
. nal Behaviour of Chriſt's Members, has Author!) 
| | 10 
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to demand our Prefeſſion : And the Practice of the 


| Church has always been agreeable to this Rule, 


Both in the Apoſtolick and the ſucceeding Ages, an 
open Profeſſion of Chriſtian Faith has always been 
required as a neceſſary Condition of Baptiſm : And 


| fince the Prof eſſion of this Faith is the expreſs Condi- 


tin upon which any Perſon is receiv'd into this So- 
ciety ; it follows, that when he breaks that Condi- 


tion, and profeſſes a Faith contrary to this, the Ru- 
lers of the Church have the ſame Power to expell 


him from this Society, as they had before to refuſe 


him Admiſſion into it, unleſs he comply'd with the 


Terms requir'd. 


And ſince, as Guardians of the Peace and Ediß- 
cation of the Church, they have Power by their 


| Laws to prohibit the open Teaching ſuch Doctrines, 
as tend to divide and ſeduce the Members of this 


Society; they muſt alſo have Authority to puniſh 


ſuch as offend againſt theſe Laws. And agreeably 
we find St. Paul excommunicated ymenæus, Alex- 
ander, and Philetus (a), for teaching Doctrines con- 
trary to the Faith of Chriſt. Titus is commanded 
to Reject an Heretic after the firſt and ſecond Admoni- 


in (H). And in the Viſion of St. Joby Chriſt re- 
proves the Biſhops of Pergamus and Thyatira, the 


one, becauſe He ſaffer'd thoſe who held the Doctrine f 
Balaam and the Nicolaitans (c); the other, becauſe 


He ſuffer d the Woman fe xabel to ſeduce his Servants (d). 


From whence tis evident, not only that they had 
| Authority to caſt them out, for elſe it could not have 
been their Fault that they ſuffer'd them; but alſo 
that theſe were Crimes for which they ought to 


have been caſt out. We may therefore conclude, 


[that the Church has altogether the ſame Authority 
to puniſh thoſe who publickly offend againit the 
Doctrine of Faith, as thoſe who publickly. oftend a- 
gainſt the Morality of the Goſpel. | 


mmm 


— 
— 


| (a)1 Tim, i. 20. 2 Tim. ii. 17. (5) Tit. iii. 19, (c) Rev. ii. 


(a) Ibid. 
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Whether the Repentance be feign'd or real, and 
accordingly determine the State of the Man towards 
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Conſequent to the Power of cenſuring and puniſh. 
ing Off=nders, is that of Alſalving or Releaſing them 
upon their Repentance. 

This Power, as to the Nature and Extent of it, 
is exactly proportion'd to the former. The Church 
cannot remi any Penalties, but what it has Autho- 
rity to inflict; and fince it cannot infli the Eter- N M 
nal Penalties of Sin, it cannot abſolve the Offender th 
from them. - in! 

As the Offence is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law of Sc 
the Church, the Alſolution of the Church doth per- C. 
fectiy and intirely reftore the Criminal to the Con- lic 
dition of an upright and innocent Man, and re- th 
inftate him in all the External Privileges of that So- ne 

ciety: And as it is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law oi A 


Chriſt, if the External Signs and Fruits of Repen- th 
tance appear in the Penitent, the Rulers of the th 
Church may and ovght to declare that he is Abſolved, c 


that his Sin is Remitted, and that he is reſtored to 1 fc 
State of Grace and Favour with Chrift, And on 

the contrary, where theſe Signs of Repentance do © 
not appear, they are bound to declare the Perſon to p 
be Impenitent under the Diſpleaſure of Chriſt, and © 
the Curſe of the Law; and that as by their CenſureW h 
he is cut off from the Viſible Society of the Faithful & 
here on Earth, ſo he is cut off by the Judgment of tt 
Chriſt from his Union with him and his Iv I 1 
Church. But this Declaration is not their Sentence, t! 
but their Doctrine. As Paſtors and Teachers they ate ( 
obliged to remind the Impenitent of the apparent t 
Langer of his State, and to comfort the Peniten ! 
with Aſſurance of Pardon upon theſe External E.! 
vidences of his Converſion. But this they cannot ] 
pronounce as Judges, becauſe Chrift only can diſcern 


God. | 
That the Prayers of the Faithful offer'd in behalf 
of the Penitent may be Means of great Efficacy to 
prevail with God to pardon the Internal Sin, and te- 
| | mit 
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mit the Penalties threatned to it, cannot, I think, 
with any appearance of Reaſon be denied. That 
the Abſolutions of the Church were accompanied 
with ſolemn Prayers to God to receive the Penitent 
into his Favour, and that the Penitent was bound 
to intreat theſe Interceſſions of the Church as proper 
Means of reconciling him to God, appears from 


the earlieſt Hiſtories of the Church, and may be 


inferr'd from ſeveral Paſſages and Directions of 
Scripture (a). That the Paſtors and Elders of the 
Church are appointed by God to preſide in all pub- 


lick Acts of Worſhip, and that Prayers offer'd 


through their Miniſtry are in a more eſpecial man- 
ner acceptable to God, has been already proved. 


And that their Miniſtry was particularly required in 


theſe Applications to God for Pardon of Sin, and 


| that a ſpecial Efficacy is promiſed to their Inter- 
| ceſſon, is evident from that Direction of St. James be- 
fore cited, 


We may therefore affirm, 1. That the Paſtors 


of the Church, as Teachers and Preachers of the Gol- 
| pel, have Authority to declare to the Penitent, ac- 
| cording to the apparent Signs of Repentance in 
| him, that his Sin is either remitted or retain d b 


God. 2. That as they are the ordinary Viſible In- 


terceſſors of the Church appointed by God to bleſs 


in his Name, and offer up Supplications to him, 


| their Prayer will with a ſpecial Efficacy prevail with 


God to forgive the Sins of his People. But neither 
theſe Declarations nor theſe Prayers are judicial Acts, 


neither does it appear that the Church has any ju- 


dicial Authority to remit any, but thoſe External 


| Penalties of Sin which it inflicts. 


But the Effect both of the Cenſures and Abſolu- 
tions of the Church, I ſhall have Occaſion to con- 
ſider more fully under my next Inquiry, in which I 


proceed to conſider the Character of a Subje# in 
Chriſt's Viſible Church. 


(a) Vid. Thorndike's Rights of the Church in a ChriZian State, 
Pag. 19. 20, & ſeqg. | | 
| CG HAP. 
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62 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 
Of the Subjects in Chriſt's Viſible Church and 


the Obedience they owe to the Authority of W 


tbe Rulers. 


TD ROM what has been aſcribed to the Superi- 
ours and Governours in this Society, tis eaſy to 
Form our Idea of the Subjects in it. For this Cha- 
rater is wholly relative to the former, and is Com- 
prehended in ſuch an Obedience as the Authority 
veſted in their Superiours requires from them. And, 
t. With Reſpect to the Office of the Superiours as 
Teachers, a Subject of Chriſt's Viſible Church is con- 
ſider'd as bound to conſult and adviſe with them for 
the Regulation of his Faith and Practice, to attend 
with Reverence and Humility to their Iaſtructions, 
and to prefer the Authority. of their Doctrine and 
Deciſions to the Authority of any other Perſon teaching 
contrary to them. 5 
2. With Regard to their Commiſſion, to Miniſter 
in the public Offices of Religion, the Subject is obliged 
to attend to and join with them in all Acts of publick 
Worſhip, to deſire their Prayers and Interceſſion for him, 


to receive the publick Ordinances of Religion thro' | 


their Miniſtry, not to uſarp upon their Office himſelf, 
nor to admit any other Perſon in this Character in 
oppoſition to them, 

3. With Regard to their Legiſlative Power, ſince 
the Rulers of the Church have Authority to require 
the External Prad ice of ſuch moral or inſtituted Du- 
ties as Chriſt has commanded, and to enact Rules or 
Laws for the Preſervation of External Peace and Or- 


der, the Subject is bound to obey and ſubmit to theſe 


Laws and Preſcriptions. And, | 
4. Since they ate veſted allo. with Authority of 


Juriſdiction to puniſh ſuch as offend againft theſe Laws, 
the Subject is allo obliged to acknowledge this Au- 


thority, and ſubmit to the Inflictions of it. The 
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Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt, 63 
The great Queſtion is, what Kind or Degree of 


Obedience is due to the ſeveral Powers contain'd 


in this Commiſſion of the Superiour? For ſo far as 


the Superiour is limited in his Authority, ſo far alſo is 
the Subject limited in his Obedience. 


— 


C HAP. IX. 


| Of the Obedience due to the Superiore, as Teachers 


and Miniſters. 


HE Authority of the Superious as Teachers was 
conſider'd with ſo particular a Regard to the 


Obligations it laid on their Inferiors, that the Re- 
ſtrictions of their Obedience to it muſt ſufficiently 
| appear from what has been already offer'd ; and as 
to ſuch Reſtrictons as affect this in common with 
other Parts of their Character, they will be found 
| occaſionally conſider'd. 
| With reſpe& to their Authority as commiſſion'd. 
| to Miniſter in the Holy Offices of the Religion, we may 
| conſider the Obedience or Submiſlion of the Subject 
as limited, | | 


I. When any Perſon aſſumes this Authority to 
whom it is not committed. 

II. When Perſons duly ordain'd to this Authority 
exceed their Commiſſion in the Execution of it. 


Both theſe Defects indeed are to be conſider'd 


by the Subject, as either excuſing or limiting his 
| Obedience with reſpect to every Branch of the 


Superiors Authority: But the Limitations ariſing 


from the former of theſe I wou'd obſerve more eſpe- 
| cially with reſpect to this Office and that of Teaching: 
| Becauſe theſe Offices are more frequently uſurp'd 
| On, and Men are more eaſily prevail'd on to admit 
| Impoſtors in theſe Characters, than either as La. 
| Zivers or Judges over them. Now, whoever takes 


upon 
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64 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 
upon him to execute either of theſe Offices, without 
being duly call'd and appointed to them according 
to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, 'tis certain has no more 
Authority in them than any other private Chriſtian, 
and conſequently no more Regard or Submiſſion is 
due to him, however he may appear diſtinguiſh'd by 
his Gifts and Abilities, Theſe Qualifications indeed 
may recommend him as a*fit Perſon to be admitted 
into the Miniftry ; but till He is regularly admitted, 
He has no publick Character, his Adminiſtrations 


are null and void as to any Authority, and all good 


Chriſtians ought to deteſt and oppoſe him a Thief 
and a Robber. For it is not a Conſideration of fo 
little Importance as ſome Men imagine, by whoſe 
Miniſtry we offer up our Prayers to God, or thro 
whoſe Hands we receive his Ordinances. What Al. 
lowance may be made for this Defect in the Mini- 
ftry where 'tis occafion'd by neceſſary and unavoida- 
ble Impediments, is not here in queſtion : But ordi- 
narily we are aſſured, the Bleflings and Graces which 
Chriſtianity teaches us to expect from theſe Ordi- 
nances, can only be derived to us by them, when 
adminiſtred according to Chriſt's Inſtitution by Per- 
ſons regularly call'd as He has directed, and where 
ſuch may be had, and we may lawfully join with them 
and uſe their Miniſtry, to depart from them is to 
rebel againſt the Authority of Chriſt who appoint- 
ed them. . 

As for Moral, or any other Perſonal Defects beſides 
want of Commiſſion, tho' they are juſt Reaſons for 
which the Superiors of the Church may refuſe any 
one Admiſſion into the Miniſtry, or depoſe him 


from the Exerciſe of it; yet theſe are not good 


Reaſons for which any private Chriſtian may with: 
draw himſelf from their Adminiſtcations as we eke 
taught by our Church in the Twenty ſixth Article 
2. Tho' the Miniſter is duly Commiſſion d to 
theſe Offices, He may be guilty of ſuch Irregula- 
rities or Defects in the Execution of them, as ma) 
excuſe the Subject from joining with him or ſubmit 
2 s ting 
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ting to him. For Inftance, He may call upon him 
to join in unlawful Prayers ; He may refuſe to admi- 
niſter the Sacraments according to Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
tion, eicher leaving out ſome Eſſential Part of the 
Action, or adding ſomething Impious or Prophane 
to it: In ſuch Inſtances, tis evident, He acts with- 
out Commiſſion from Chriſt, and therefore without 
any Authority, and the Subject is not only at Li- 
g. berty, but obliged to withdraw himſelf from Him. 
u How far the Subject is bound to ſubmit. to the 
Judgment or Opinion of the Superior, as to the Law- 
f fulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of ſuch Prayers, or the 


o Regularity of ſuch Adminiſtrations, is to be deter- 


ſe min d by the Authority committed to him as a 
o | 7eacher, which was ftated in a former Inquiry: And 
L how far the Subject is obliged to ſubmit to the Uſe 
i. Jof ſuch Prayers and Adminiſtrations as directed by 
a. the Laws of the Church, depends upon what Obe- 
J. dience he owes to the Legiſlative Power of the 
ch Church ; which comes next to be conſtder d. 


l 3 3 


as 5 1 
1 2 H A P. X. 
re 
m Of the Obedience due to the Superiors, as 
ny Legiſlators. ; 
H E Legiſlative Power of the Church, I ob- 
. ſerv'd was limited, 8 
or 


ny I. To direct only the External Action. 
im II. To preſcribe only ſuch External Actions as 


" are agreeable to the Laws of Chriſt. 
The Former of theſe Limitations proceeds from 


e. 2 natural Defect in the Subjects of this Authority, 


to whoſe Power cannot extend to the Cogniſance of 
la- Mens Interior Conduct; and may therefore more 
ay properly be call'd an Excluſion or Nullity of their 
it: Power than a Limitation of it: For tho they are 
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66 Of the Vifible Church of Chriſt, 
authoriſed to propoſe and inculcate the Laws of 


Chriſt with reſpect to the internal Behaviour of his 
Subjects, yet in this They do not act as Lawegiver, 


but as Teachers, and the Obligations of the Subjed 


to ſubmit to them in the Exerciſe of this Power 
have been already conſider'd. 5 

But the Latter Limitation of their Power, to pre. 
ſcribe only ſuch Actions as are agreeable to the 
Laws of Chriſt, does not proceed from a Natural 


Incapacity to preſcribe any other Actions, but from 


the Inſtitution and Appointment of Chrift who 


has thus reftrain'd them. Theſe Bounds tis evident 
the Ruler may tranſgreſs either thro' Deſign or 


Miſtake ; and conſequently tis of great Concern 
to the Subject to know how far he is obliged to 


_ obey Him in the Exerciſe of this Power. 


It is ſuppoſed then, that the Authority of the 
Rulers is limited to require nothing by their Laws, 
but what is agreeable to the Laws of Chrift ; when- 
ever therefore they take upon them to preſcribe 
any Action forbidden by Chriſt's Law, they ad 
without any Commiſſion, and the Subject cannot 


Adively comply with their Commands, becauſe he 


is under a prior Obligation to obey God rather thas 
Man, 5 


And as it is allowed to the Governours of the 


Church to judge of the Senſe of Scripture in the 


enacting theſe Laws, ſo it muſt alſo be allow 
to the Subject to judge of the Senſe of Scripture, 
and of the Agreeableneſs of theſe Laws to it, it 


order to determine how far he may actively obe) 


In forming this Judgment indeed neither the Ru- 
ler nor the Subject act properly as Members of the 
Viſible Church, but as Members of the Invi/i 
The Ruler in preſcribing the Law compares bi 
Conduct immediately with the Will of Chriſt, and 


the Subject in determining whether he may active 


ly obey this Law compares it immediately with the 
Laws of Chriſt. This is an Internal W 1 
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which He is immediately and only Subject to Chriſt; 
and conſequently whenever He believes that the 
„Law of his viſible Superiors is contrary to the Law 
of Chriſt, He is bound to decline an active Com- 
pliance with it. Fr. 

Not that He is always free from Sin when he re- 
fuſes his Obedience to ſuch Laws as appear to him 
contrary to the Laws of Chriſt ; Becauſe He is 
indiſpenſably obliged to obey fome Laws of Chriſt 
in the ſame Senſe in which Chriſt intended them : 
When therefore his Superior preſcribes to him an 
External Obſervance agreeable to that Senſe and 
Intention of the Law of Chriſt in which He is 
bound to underftand and obey it; It is not his 
Perſuaſion will excuſe him from Sin in not Obey- 
ing it, becauſe He is obliged by the Law of Chriſt 
to obey it in the ſame Senſe in which his Ruler 
propoſes it to his External Obiervance: But ſo far as 
his Miſtake of the Meaning of Chriſt's Law is ex- 
cuſable, ſo far is He excuſed for not a&ively obey- 
ing ſuch Preſcriptions of his Superiors as He thinks 
contrary to Chrift's La. TE 
Where He only Doubts whether the Action requi- 
red be contrary to Chriſt's Law, or not; (i. e.) 

where the Appearances of Reaſon are ſo equal that 
he cannot reſolve on either Side; There, I think, 
then the Authority of his lawful Governours ought to 
the turn the Scale, and determine for an Adive Com- 
wil pliance: Becauſe by Obeying his Superiors, He 
ure, only runs the Hazard of Offending againſt ſome 
„in unknown Law, ſome Law which by his doubting 
bey He confeſſes He does not know whether Chriſt 
has injoyn'd or not, and conſequently does not 
Ru- Know whether the Action commanded: be contra- 
ch: y to a Law of Chriſt or not: But by Diſobeying 
his Superiors he breaks a clear and undoubted 
Law of Chriſt. 5 mt W 8. 


s 


ani Neither has St. Paul taught any thing contrary. 
ive. to this Reſolution, in the Rules which he gives 


| the Corinthians concerning Doubtful things; Becauſe 
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che Tie 65e he. Fran 'of bar as were uncom- 
manded y Authority, Human or Divine: 
Whereas in hs" "Caſe" before us, the Action is ſup. 
poſed to be commanded by the Authority of the 
Church; an Authority which we are bound to 
obey in all Things not Kroner the: Laws of 
Chriſt. 

To ſuch Rules as the Govetnburs ofthe Church 
claim Authority to preſcribe for Decency, Order and 
Edification; when the Action, or Circumſtance of 
Action which they direct, is acknowledg'd in its 
Nature indifferent, an Active Obedience is undoubt- 
edly due. For theſe Actions cannot be contrary to 
Chritt's Laws, becauſe 'tis ſuppoſed that Chrift 
has neither commanded nor forbid them, but left 
them undetermin'd. Neither 1 is the Subject at liber- 


ty to judge whether what is preſcribed be expedient 


or conducive to theſe Ends: This is left wholly 
to the Diſcretion of the Superiors, and whoever 
refuſes to obey them upon Pretence of Inexpedien- 
cy, uſurps upon their Office, and is no longer 2 


Subjett, but a Judge. Nothing farther is to be in- 


qui:ed by Him, Vit whether the Action is in its 
Nature lawful : If it appears contrary to the Law 


of Chriſt, He cannot with good Conſcience active) 


obey the Command which preſcribes it: If Indiffe- 
rent or Doubtful, tis his Duty to perform it, for 
the Reaſons already ſuggeſted. 
But all theſe Laws of the Church, whatever Our 
Opinion may be of their Inconſiſtency with the 
Laus of Chriſt, or however we may be excuſed 
from an Active compliance with them, we are cet- 
tainly ob! iged Paſtvely to obey; Becauſe we ate 
obliged to obey our lawful Superiors as far as we 
can do it without Sin; and ſubmitting to the Pe 
nalties of theſe Laws i is not a Sin againſt any Com- 


mand of, Chrift. Neither can this be efteem'd an 
_ unreaſonable hardſhip upon the Subject; for n0 
mote is impoſed on the Subject in his Station, than 
f obliges the Ruler in his. As the Ruler is oblige 
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to ſubmit to any preſent Inconveniences that may 


attend the Performance of his Duty, ſo is the Subje& 


obliged to ſubmit to any that may attend the Per- 
formance of his. And ſince Chriſt has appointed 
Rulers in his Viſible Church, with Authority to 
preſcribe to Mens External Obſervance ſuch Rules 
as ſhall appear to Them agreeable to Chriſt's Laws, 
whenever they act according to this Commiſſion, 
they do their Duty, and obey a Law of Chrift : 
And whatever Law they have Authority to enact, 
They have alſo Authority to Execute in the Pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who offend againft it: And in 
whatever caſe They have Authority to Puniſh, their 
Subjects are obliged to ſubmit to their Inflidtions 
fince (as I obſerved) the Subjection required from 


the Inferiors is always exactly proportion'd to the 


Authority of the Superiors. 

This Submiſſion is indeed neceſſary to the very 
Being of the Church, as a Viſible Society; For if 
the Laws of the Church are null and void as to all 
External Obligation as often as any Perſon thinks 
them not agreeable to the Laws of Chriſt. They 
can never be Executed upon any Offender at all; 


for tis but his ſaying, he thinks them repugnant to 
| Chriſt's Laws, and upon this Suppoſition he is in- 


tirely exempted from their Power. And in this 


| his Word is always to be taken, ſince no human 


Scrutiny can judge whether his Perſuaſion be real 
or pretended : So that in the Event here will be 
Rulers without any Authority, and Laws without any 


Obligation (i. e.) there will be neither Rulers nor 


Laws, but all will be equal, and every one left to 


do what is right in his own Eyes, and conſequently 


there will be no viſible Society at all, ſince a wiſible 
Society cannot be conceived, without an Obliga- 
tion to ſome Social Laws, and a Magiftracy to in- 
force and execute theſe Laws. If therefore the 


Church be a viſble Society, the Magiſtrates and 


Officers of this Society muſt have Authority to re- 
quire an External Obedience to the Laws of it, and 
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Of the Obedience due to the Juriſdi&ion of the e 


70 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 
the Subjeds'mult be obliged externally to obey theſe 


Laws: either to perform the Action required, orWafic 


ſubmit to the Penalties impoſed; ſince this Society Pov 
cannot ſubſiſt without either an Active or Paſſive C. N cora 
bedience to the Laws of it. Either therefore wei 
muft ſay that the Church is not a vibe Society in. 


ſtituted by Chriſt, but an arbitrary Combination ma. 

of Men to be diſſolved at Pleaſure 3 Or elſe, we wh 

muſt acknowledge that every Chriſtian is bound in lon 

Conſcience to pay this Submiſſion to the Gover. Sur 
nours of it, which is ſo neceſſary to the very Being ! 

of ſuch a Society. "90s Yo ont Co 
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Church, and of the external Effect of the Pe. 
malties inflicted by i. hs ee 


TITH reſpect to the Juriſdiction of the Church, ¶ th 
the Limitation of the Subjects Obedience i; 
alſo to be determin'd by the Extent of that Judicial I ſu 
Authority committed to the Rulers of it.. Two Hal 
Points ſeem eſpecially to offer themſelves to us in Mc 
this Inquiry. „„ 

I. How far the Subject is obliged to ſabmit to I. 

the Sentence of his Superiors. 4 581080 

II. How far he is affected by the Penalties which s 

they inflict. | 10 Fi 

As to the Pirſt, where the Superiors take upon c 
them to cenſure Actions which are not ſubmitted to 
their Cogniſance, or to inflict ſuch kind of Penal- J 
ties as they have no Authority to inflict; the Sub- 
ject cannot properly be bound by their Sentence. | 

Thus for inftance, ſhou'd the Eccleſiaſtical Ruler 
take Cogniſance of and Offence purely Civil, of | 
inflict Civil Penalties on an Offence purely art” | 
e n 


3 Fee ne 
aſtical, unleſs he has received a Delegation of ſuch 


neee eee 
5. rar von Fadire, and the whole Proceſs upon it is 


null and illegal: And the Subject without breach 
of any Duty he owes to his Eccleſiaſtical Superiors 


may appeal for Relief to the Seczlar Power, to 
ve whom the Cogniſance of his Cauſe properly be- 
in longs, and to whom both he and his Eccleſiaſtical 


Superiors are in this reſpe& equally ſubject. | 
But where the Action falls properly within the 
Cogniſance of the Rulers, and the Penalties which 
they adjudge are of ſuch a Nature as, by their O- 
riginal Power and by the Direction of their Law, 
They have Authority to inflict ; tho' the Perſon may 
be really innocent of the Crime alledg'd againft him, 
yet if the publickEvidence of his Guilt appears great- 
er than the Proof of his Innocence, 'The Judge, 
who is obliged to proceed ſecundum allegata & probata, 
does him no Injury in inflicting the Penalties of 
Wthe Law upon him: He has had the advantage of 
b the urmoſt Proviſion that can be made for Thno- 
cence in any human Judicatory, and is obliged to 
il fubmit to the Sentence. He has indeed a Right to 
% all farther Appeals for the Re-examination of his 
m Cauſe, which the Subordinations of Power in that 
Society will admit: But if in the ultimate Reſort of 
to Inquiry, the Sentence againft him is affirm'd, He is 
' MWobliged to acquieſce in it; Becauſe without this 
ch Submiſſion, tis impoſſible any Government ca 
ſubſiſt, or any Laws be executcd. 
on And this is no more than muft be aſſerted with re- 
i© ſpect to all Judicature, as well Civil as Hecleſinſtical. 
il. It, upon the laſt Reſult of -inguiry, the Infnocer:ce of 
b. che Perſon arraign'd does not Appear, the Judge is 
obliged to proceed to Sentence, andthe Perfon to 
er ſubmit to it. For if the inward Corſeicuſneis of To. 
or nocence were allow'd in either judtcature o Hr. 
65 reſt the Sentence, no one cond dvar be condemns, 
al, and conſequently no Goverment ad minifer'd, and 
'W'ince the Evil is leſs that a Perſon really Innocent, 
W 80 tho 
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tho he cannot be proved ſo, ſhou d ſuffer, than that 
all the Ends of Government ſhog'd, be defeated, 1 
muſt be concluded that he is Þonad: ay AT an ond 


at the Penalty denounced. w 03 V 
5 JO s 1G „Id: 953 
It remains to be inquired, Secondly, How far Hei ö 
Hebes by theſe Penal lie. 
10 & 380 


It is to be obſerv d, That aher; we here conſide 
the Perſon only under the Character of a Membe: 
of the Viſible Church, we are concern'd only to in; 
quire how far the Sentence of the Eccleſiaſtical Jud: 
ges affects him under that Character ; or in other 
Words, how far their ExcOmmnneanancuiein off 
from his Relation to that Society. _ 

That he who obſtinately refuſes to ſubmit. to th 
Juſt Authority of the Church, or is unreclaim'd ty 
the Cenſures of it, is by Excommunication effect. 


ally cut ofl from that Society, is evident from out 


Lord's Determination, I be hear not the Church let hin 


be an Heathen Man and a Publican. For in his Caſt 


He is not only an Offender againſt the Laws of thi 


Community, but a Rebel againft the Governmen 


of it, and ſets up another Authority in oppoſition 
to it, and is in the ſame Condition with One who 
voluntary ceparts from this Society and renounce 
the Authority of it, and conſequently can no longer 
be reputed a Subject of it. 

But he who for any real or apparent ace 
gainſt the Laws of the Church ſtands Excommunt 
cated by the Cenſure of it, If he do's not join him 
ſelf to any Society oppoſite to this, but quietly ſub- 
mits to the Cenſure, and fill acknowledges the 
Authority « of his proper Governours and Paſtors, and 
deſires their Abſolucion ; This Man is not effcually 
cut off from the Society, but only excluded from: 

preſent, Participation of the Rights and Privilegs 
TT it : And the Reaſons of this Aſlertion muſt ap- 
pear from what I before obſerv'd, That He who 
ſubmits to the Penalties of che Law do's in ſome 
i Sence 
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Senſe obey it, at leaſt acknowledges himſelf Sabjeck 
I: Wo che Authority that Enacts and Executes it ; and 
0 conſequently is not cut off from all Relation to the 
ociety to which that Authority belongs. And a- 
greeably St. Paul commands us not 10 count ſuch a Per- 
on as an Enemy but admoniſh bim as a Brother (a). As 
a wither'd Member is till a Part of the Body, tho 
under a preſent Incapacity to partake of the Spirics 
and active Itifluences that uſed to be derived to it; 
So is He ſtill &'Member of the Viſible Church, tho 
at preſent ſuſpended from the Privileges of it: And 
the Diſcipline of the Church when apply d to ſuch 

a Perſon, is intended principally to reſtore and recover 
him: But when applied to an obſtinate incorrigible 
Offender, who refuſes to ſubmit to its Authority 
and puts himſelf in Rebellion againſt it; tis an intire 
Amputation, and not ſo much deſign'd to be a Benefit 
to the Offender, as to preſerve the other Members 
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ue from” Contagion. That the Perſon Abſolv'd by the 
in Church is reftored to its Communion in the ſame | 
al: proportion as by the Sentence of the Church he is | 
his Wcxcluded- from it, 1 may leave as a Concluſion that | 
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of the Internal Egect of the Cenſures or Abſo- 

n lution of the Church, 

vi OP n. 

TH O' our e into the Character of a Mem- 

& ber of Chrif's Vifible Church, with reſpect to the 

Fariſdictian veſted in the Rulers of i it, do's not oblige 
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ol to conſider any other Effect of their Sentence or 
A \bſotaion, than 15 Excluſion of the Offender from 
96 the External Communion and Privileges of that So- 


1 or his Re- admittance to them; yet! becauſe 
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great, Part, of the Diſputes on this Subject of. Ecele: 


fi rafical. uriſdiction have been about the internal Effect; 


of the Cenfures or Abſolution of the Church, It 


will be expected we ſhou'd conſider: them "i rela: 


tion to theſe Effects. N 1921 10 
Now when the Governours of the Church extend 


their Cenſures to Actions that do not fall within 


their Cogniſance, or miſtake in the Application of 


their Power, and Excommunicate 2 Perſon really In- 


nocent, or grant Abſolution to one who is not truly 
Penitent, or refuſe. it to one ho truly is, That the 
Internal ſtate of the Man is not at all affected by ſach 
Exerciſe of their Power, I ſhall look. upon as a Con. 
cluſion agreed, to by all Parties concern d in this Diſ- 
pute. For tis I think univerſally acknowledged that 
He who is thus Excommunicated, or to whom Ab- 
ſolution is thus refuſed, if no other guilt hinder, i; 
nevertheleſs an upright Perſon in the Sight of God 
and a faithful Member of Chriſt: And that He who 
is thus unduly Abſolv'd is nevertheleſs a Sinner, 
The Queſtions then to be. reſolv'd are, Whether 


the Abſolutions of the Church properly applied convey 


God's Pardon, or are either neceſſary or effectual 
Means to obtaln it? and whether the Cenſures of the 
Church rightly applyed do retain our inward Guilt, and 
expole us to the eternal Penalties of Sin? I ſhall treat 
theſe without Diſtinction, becauſe the Cenſures and 
Abſolutions of the Church, both as to their Extent 
and Effects, are exactly proportion d to each other; 
and whatever i is an Anſwer to one Queſtion, will 
be found applicable to the other. Now, — 
The Actions cenſuted by the Church may be 
conſider d as Sins againſt God, 
I. As They are Offences ogxinſt choſe Laws of 
Chriſt which require Obedience to! the Jult 
© Authority of the. Church. | $7: 3819 
II. As They, are Offences againſt dene Sp 
Law of Chriſt concerning Faith or Morality. 
1. That He who diſobeys the Rulers of the Church, 
in the juft Exerciſe of their Authority offends again 


a Lav 
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4 Law of. Chtiſt and is guilty of Siri before him, has 


7 been alteady proved, and therefore beſide 
ö 


ſpecial Crime for which He is cenſured, this is 
4 diſtinct Sin, and muſt be atoned for by a particu- 
lar Repentance ; and ſince this is not only an Of- 


Fence againſt God, but alſo an Injury to the juft 
Rights of his lawful Superiors, his Repentance can- 
Vvot be ſincere unleſs he endeavours to reconcile 


himſelf to tbem; and conſequently he will not be 
forgiven; by Gad, unleſs he obtains, or by all due 
Humiliations endeavours to obtain the Forgiveneſs 
and Abſolution of the Church, whom he has offen- 
ded. For if in any private Injury it is a neceſſary 
Part of our Repentance, and therefore a Condition 
of God's Forgiveneſs, to ſue for the Pardon of him 
whom we have offended ; no Reaſon can be given 
why it ſhould not be equally neceflary, in order to 
obtain God's Abſolution from our Treſpals againſt 
the Rulers of his Church, to apply for, and defire 
their Abſolution. The Abſolution therefore of the 


aer CS: 'S 


om 
or 


S N 2 


er Church, or a fincere Deſire of it, and Application 
ey ſor it, is neceſſary to obtain from God the Remiſſion 


of all our Offences againft the Authority of the Church, 
he And ſince all external and viſible Violations of God's 


nd Laus are Offences againſt the Aurbority of the Church, 


at by whoſe Laws chey are forbid, and by whoſe Diſ- 
nd Naäpline, whenever it is duly executed, they are 
cenſured; theſe : Reaſons oblige every one who is 


nt 
" guiley of evernal viſible Violations of God's Laws, to 
vil Noonſider himſelf as a Debtor or Treſpaſſer againſt 


the Church, and conſequently to defire and apply 


be for her Forgiveneſs as a Part of his Repentance ne- 
© {ceſſary to obtain the Forgiveneſs of God. But 

of 2443: conceive the Diſputes upon this Queſtion 
uſt have uſually turn d upon another View of it, and 
hat the Thing principally inquir'd is not whether 
eie he Remiſſion of the Church or Application for it 
y. Ne neceſſary to obtain the Forgiveneſs of God for 
rob; ipjories done to the Rights and Authority of the 
init urch; Bat whether the Abſolution of the Church 
e 1 p 18 
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is a Means or Condition of our Reconciliation to 


than the ſpecial Sin we have committed and not re- 


of the Church from ſuch Sin reſtores us more to his 


God for the ſpecial Offence committed againſt him: 
Or in other Words, Whether the Cenſure of the 
Church puts us any more under God's Diſpleaſure, 


pented does without her Cenſure ; or the Abſolutin 


Favour, than our ſincere Repentance would do 
without her Abſolution, © 

As to the Cenſures of the Church, I before ob- 
ſerved, That the Authority of the viſible. Rulers, 
with reſpec to the eternal Penalties of Sin, was de- 
claratory, but not judicial or executive; and conſe- a 
quently, tho' they may and ought to declare, that if ¶ ſtr. 
the Perſon be really as guilty of thoſe Sins for Neo 


which they cenſure him as he appears to be, He is Cl 


in a State of Damnation, and that their Sentence the 
upon him here, will be follow'd by a much hea- ¶ de 


vier Infliction in the World to come; yet he isMWbe 


not put in that State by virtue of that Sentence, but I ſhe 
by the Guilt of his unrepented Sin, which would ren- th. 
der him obnoxious to Damnation without that SD. 
Fence, EE 8 TY 


So likewiſe, tho' the Abſolution of the Church N d 


be a full Releaſe and Acknowledgment of Satisfa- 5 


Rion for the Injury offered to the Church, and the I th 
Penitent be obliged to apply for it as a neceſſary C 
Part of his Repentance for that Injury; and tho' it N 
be farther confeſſed, that the Prayers and Interceſſim, 

which are joined with the Abſolution of the Church, ¶ it 
and the Ordinances to which it reftores us, are pro- i be 


perly Means of Grace and Reconciliation to God; Ih 


yet it does not appear that the judicial Act of the i 


| Church's Abſolution, does by any Effcacy of its own MW '» 


remit the Sentence of God againſt the ſpeczal Sin At 
committed: In ſhort, neither, that tis a mneceſar) i # 
Condition, or it ſelf an effechual Means of obtaining 
God's Pardon for ſuch Sin. | 
If, That it is neither when adminiſtred or with-M } 
held Clave Errante, is not diſputed ; And that eren i 
| Sy When 
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when the Power is rightly exerciſed, It was not in 


An of God's Pardon, appears from the Anſwer 
e, Hof Arefus the Novatian Biſhop before Conſtantine in 
Defence of their Tenet; that Apoftates, who they 
preſumed had ſinned the Sin unto Death, were not 
o be reftored, wiz, * That they did not intend 
* this in Prejudice to their Salvation: No, they 
* left them to God, tho' they did not think them 
© to be reconciled to the Church (a). For tho' 
this be a Declaration of Hereticks, yet ſince is 
given by them as a Defence of their Opinion from 
a:Charge of Heterodoxy, it proves rather more 
ſtrongly than the Aſſertion of any one Orthodox 
conld -do, that ic was the known Doctrine of the 
is Church, that every one who was excluded from 
ce the Abſolution of the Church, was not therefore exclu- 
a- N ded from the Mercy of God. For they could not 
is be fo abſurd as to attempt to excuſe one Error, by 
ur ſhewing, that it was agreeable to another: And 
n- the learned Grotius afhrms this to have been the 
. Doctrine of the earlieſt Ages of the Church, Yeru- 

CW fiſſomi Chriſtianorum in Idololatriam Homicidium aut A- 
ch dulterium lapſos Dei quidem miſericordiæ commendabant 


a. ¶ von tamen ut ad Communionem admitterent (b). We may 


he therefore conclude, that the Abſolution of che 
5) Church is not a neceſſary Condition of God's Pardon, 
'it Neither, ont 


WW 241), It is an effect ual Means of obtaining it. That 


h, it is not a natural Means needs no Proof; and if it 


-0- be an inſtituted Means, that Infticution muſt clear- 


d; ly appear in Scripture. The Places which are pra- 


he ſum'd to imply this, are Mat. 18. 19. VHbatſocver 


un bon ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven; and 
in and ohn 20. 23. Whoſe ſoever Sins, ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them. Now ſuppoſing the former 


12 14 v 


— 


(a) Socrat. Eccl. Hiſt, i. 10. Sozom. i. 22. (b) Grot. Com. In 
Mat. xviii. 22, 


Paſſage 


the Opinion of the Primitire Church a neceſſary Con- 


et thority I have committed to yon ; If his Re. 


ee ward Signs it appears to you; You are hereby 


For if the Abſolution of the Church, which is an 
external Act, be thus eff:&ual to procure God's Par- 


ſolntion is effe&«al, in the manner ſometimes con, 
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Paſſage not to relate to the Legiſlature of the Church 
as it probably did, but to the Furiſdifioz ;, and thy 
the Senſe of St. John, as explain d by St. Matt ben, 
may be expreſs d thus, Whoſe ſoe ver Sins ye remit n 
Earth, they are remit ted in Heaven; it is not pretend. 
ed that theſe Words are to be underftood aboluteh 
or without this Limitation, that the Perſon be truh 
penitent for his Sins; and the Import of them even 
as placed in this View, ſeems to be fully expreſs 
in this Paraphraſe; © Whomſoever you abſoly 
« from the external Offence he has committed, 
* and from the Injury he has offer'd to that Au: 


© pentance be as ſincere and perfect, as from out- 


*© authoriſed to declare, that he is pardon'd by 
© God, and his Sin againſt him is remitted in 
* Heaven.” This Expoſition ſeems to comprehend 
the full Import of the Words, as reſtrain'd by a Li. 
mication which all Parties acknowledge neceſſary, 
and the Doctrine which reſults from it is free from 
Exception; Whereas the other Interpretation, 
which makes the Forgiveneſs of God to follow as 
an Effect of the Abſolution of the Church, is at- 
rended with Difficulties to me at leaſt inextricable. 


don; It will come wichin the Definition of a Sacra- 
ment given by our Church: It will be an Oatward 
and wvifible Sign of an inward and Spiritual Grace, or- 
dained by Chriſt bimſelf, as = Means whereby we receive 
the ſame, and 2 Pledge to aſſure us thereof. It is not de- 
nied that God may make an outward Act and the 
Miniſtration of Men effectual Means of Grace, Par- 
don, and Regeneration; for ſuch are the Sacra- 
ments, inſtituted Means of Grace, outward Acts to which 
the Miniſtration of Men is neceſſary, and yet by the 
Appointment of God, e441] Means of Grace, But 
we: ſay, that if the external Act of the Church's Ab- 
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ended for, to convey or aſſure the Pardon and Re- 


ome within the Definition of a. Sacrament given by 
ur Church; and ſince our Church acknowledges but rwo 
acraments, this is a Doctrine which ſhe cannot own. 
That the Prayers offer'd to God in behalf of the 
denitent, by the Miniſter: of his Church, will pre- 
ail with a ſpecial Efficacy for the Remiſſion of 


denitent to defire their Prayers, are evident Conclu- 
jons from that Paſſage of St. James before cited: 
zut in offering theſe Prayers, the Minifters do not 
ct as Judges, but as Interceſſors. And the Obſcuri- 
ty that has uſually attended Diſputes on this Sub- 
et, ſeems principally to have been occaſion'd by 
en's not diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral Branches of the 
dacerdotal Office, which are exerciſed together with 


cers of the Church as Teachers, Declare, according 


he Offender, that his Sin is either retained or forgi- 


© Prayers a ſpecial Efficacy is promiſed : But as Judges 
0 hey only inflict, or remit thoſe external Penalties 


hich attend the Action as an Offence againſt the 
aws of the Church. 

Upon the whole, ſince it appears, by the former 
Argument taken from the Conſideration of the In- 
Jury offer'd to the Rights and Authority ef the Church 
by every external Tranſgreſſion of God's Laws, that 
tis a neceſſary Part of our Repentance for every out- 


ward Sin to apply to the Church for her Pardon 
and Reconciliation; this one Argument proves the 
0 Duty of the Subject to ſue for the Church's Abſolu- 


Fon, and the Importance of it to his Salvation: And 
if the Practice be acknowledg'd neceſſary, it ſeems 


ceives 


niſſion of God ; It is a Sacramental Act, and will 


is Sin againſt God; and that tis the Duty of the | 


adicial Authority of the Church. The publick Of- 
o the external Signs of Repentance that appear in 


", en by God. As Prieſts and Interceſſors, they offer 
up Prayers to God for the Penitent, and to theſe. 


not very material to diſpute upon what Reaſons it 
ſhould be confeſs'd to be ſo. And as to the Com- 
wort and Satisfaction of the Penitent, he who re- 
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ceives the Abſolution of the Church from a Per. I gte 
ſuaſion, that 'tis neceſſary to his Repentance, Will find Mg1V 
the ſame ſpiritual Conſolation, and the ſame Con- the 
fidence towards God from it, as if he believed it ef- Ithe 
fectual to bis Pardon; fince under either Hypotheſis ſin 
the Hopes of the Penitent from the Abſolution of Me 
the Church can be aſſayed only by the internal Sin. | 
cerity of bis Repentance / The former repreſents the tio 
Abſolution of the Church as an effectual Means to the 
convey God's Pardon, if it be accompanied with Ithe 
Repentance: The latter confeſles it a neceſſary Condi- i | 
tion of obtaining Pardon as a Part of his Repenrance, Wr#! 
And ſo far as the Offender is ſincere in the Diſ. tra 
charge of that Duty, ſo far and no farther does ei- An 
ther Perſuaſion incourage him to rely on the Fa- Ge 
vour and Reconciliation of God. cun 
I hope nothing that has been offered on this Sub. {Wan 
ject will appear to diſſuade Men from a due Re. % 
verence for the Furisdiction of the Church. The a 
Cenſures of our lawful Superiors ought. to be terri- tus 
ble to every good Chriſtian, as Convictions of our N vil 
Offence againft an Authority derived from Chrift : ¶ tet 
As a Declaration of our Guides and Paſtors, bo S0 
watch for our Souls and are the proper Judges of MW& 
our outward Behaviour, That they fee no Signs of (e 
true Repentance in us; That they think us in a 
State of Guilt and Sin againft God ; and as they 
exclude us from the moſt comfortable Participation 
of Chriit's Ordinances : And their Abſelution ought 
to be ſued for with Prayers and Tears, as a necel- 
{ary Expreſſion of our Repentance, and received 
with a ſpiritual Joy as an Evidence of their Re- 
conciliation to us, and that in their Judgment the 
Signs of a true penitent Charity appear in us. And 
tho' the Sacerdotal Abſolution be not it ſelf, or as 2 
jadicial Act, an effectual Conveyance of God's Par- 
don to us, or a Remiſſion of any but thoſe exter- 
nal Penalties inflicted by the Church: Yet the 
Prayers that accompany it, and the Uſe of thoſe 
Ordinances to Which it reſtores us, are Means of 

| great 


gteat Efficacy with God, for procuring his For- 
giveneſs of the Sin againſt him, and Remiſſion of 
the eternal Penalties due to it; and wich reſpect to 
theſe Attendants on it, the Abſolution it ſelf may 


Means of conveying to us God's Pardon. 
I ſhall only obſerve here farther, that theſe No- 

tions of the Sacerdotal Abſolution are agreeable to 

the Determinations of ſome of the beſt Heads among 


the Schoolmen themſelves. 


So Alex. ab Hales. Poteſtas clavium extendit ſe ad 
culpam delendam ; ſed per modum Deprecantis & Impe- 


trantis abſolutionem, non per modum Impertientis (a). 


And again --- Secundum primum modum poteſt (ſacerdos) 


Gratiam impetrare, & ad hoc eft idoneus ; ſecundum ſe- 


cundum modum poteſt Eccleſia reconciliare (b). And in 
another Place, Pæna æterna a Deo tantum qui Inſinit æ 
leſs virtutis, quiq; ſolus culpam delet, remitti poteſt, & 
nullatenus @ ſacerdote vel Clavibus. (c). And ſo Sco- 


tus ; Aperte aſtenditur quod Deus ipſe Penitentem abſol- 
vit a debito pane. Non ergo per Sacerdotem, cui confi- 
tetur, ab ird æternd liberatur, ſed per Dominum. And 
Solus ergo Deus hominem interius mundat a peccati macula, 


4 debito æternæ pænæ ſolvit (d). And Bonaventure 


(e) tho he expreſſes himſelf ſomewhat differently, 
yet in effect he aſſerts the ſame Thing: He affirms, 
indeed, that the Prieſt releaſes the Penitent from the Ve- 


nolties affixed by God to Sin. Bui when he comes to 


explain himſelf he determines, that this Remiſſion 
cannot extend to any future Pains of Sin, but only 


[to temporal Inflictions of the Church; which, in 


ſupport of his former Aﬀertion, he makes co be a 


Part of God's Sentence, and the Execution of his 
Law againſt Sin. 


From this Miſtake indeed, that the vifbie Ru- 


ler of the Church are impowered to execute God's 


een 


2 — 


7 


| (a) Alex, ab Hales. Par. 4. Q. 21. Mem. r. (6) Ibid. 
(e) Ibid. Q. 21. Ment. 2. (d) Scor. in L. 4. Sentent, Diſlind, 
18. (e) Bonay, in Lib. 4. Sentent. Diftin&. 18. 
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in a remote and improper Senſe, be ſaid to be a 
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Laws againſt Sin, that Opinion ſeems to have tz. 33 
ken its Riſe, tbat the Cenſures of the Church put th ga 
Criminal in a State of Damnation, For the Penalty 
of tranſgreſſing God's Laws being expreſly declare 
to be Damnation, it appear'd to follow as a neceſ. ſor 
ſary Conſequence, that if the Rulers of the Church it 
were impower'd to execute God's Laws, they could at 
adjudge the Offender to the Penalty of them, vis 


Damnation; but the Penalties infficted by the Ru- - 
lers of the Church, are not (as I before obſerv'd)Ml fu 
inflicted in Execution of Gods Laws, but ther to 
own. The Authority to make theſe Laws, and to an 


infſict theſe Penalties, they receiv'd from God; 
but when they inflict theſe Penalties, they do no 
cxccute but ob:y a Law of God. | of 
As when the Magiſtrate of a ſubordinate Corpo- 
ration in any Civil State executes any By- Law 
that Corporation on thoſe who tranſgreſs it; the 
Authority to make ſuch By- Laws, and to inflict ſuch 
certain Penalties on thoſe who offend againſt them, 
is derived from the Prince or ſupreme Power in that 
State; but when he inflis theſe Penalties, he does 
not execute a Law of the Prince, but his own or the 
Corporation s Law. 5 
And the Riſe of that Opinion, That the Sacerdota 
Abſolution cleanſes the inward Guilt, and remits the eter- 
nal Penalties of Sin, is very probably accounted for 
by Dr. Field (4). He affirms from good Authority, 
that Abſolution in the Primitive Church was no- 
thing elſe but reſtoring Men under the Diſpleaſure 
of the Church to the Church's Peace again, and 
that Abſolution was not given in thoſe Times til 
Penance was firſt perform'd. But in Times of Per- 
ſecution or Peſtilence, or when the Perſon was in 
any other imminent Danger of ſudden Death, the 
Prieſts were permitted to reconcile all who were 
under the Cenſures of the Church, upon a Promiſe, |: 
that if they lived they ſhould give the Church SI 
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(a) Dr. Field of the Church, p. 338. Edit. Jo 


tisfaction 
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tisfaction by open Penance. For in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances they were conſider'd, tanquam in Articulo 
mortis, in which Caſe an Indulgence was inſerted 


in the greater Part of the Sentences of the Church 


for immediate Abſolution. Hence, as he obſerves, 
it came in Time to be an ordinary Cuſtom to give 
Abſolution firft, and impoſe Penance to be per- 
form'd afterwards. Now, becauſe it could not be 
conceiv'd from what this Abſolution freed Men not 
ſubje& to any Cenſure of the Church, ſome began 

to think, that it freed them from the Stain of Sin, 


and from the Eternal Puniſhments due to it. 
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PART III 
Of the Harmony and Agreement 


Between the 


fl Yipble and Invifitle CHURCH. 
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Of this Agreement in General. 


EYPELHAT the Idea we form of the Church 
8 T ol Chriſt when we conſider it under the 
5 Denomination of Viſible, or with reſpect 


6 to its external Conſtitution as an out- 
NS SE3 


JD 


ö ward Society, ought not to include in 
any thing inconſiſtent with the Idea we form of 
| S416: WS it 
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it under the Denomination of Inviſible, or as Inter- 
nally united with and depending on Chrift, is moſt 
certain ; becauſe theſe Ideas are ſuppoſed to re- 
preſent to us but one and the ſame Society, depend. 
ing on the ſame Head, and the fame Perſons are Mem- 
bers both of the one and the other. For if Chriſt the 
Head be repreſented, as communicating any Powers 
to his viſible Church, which are inconſiſtent with 
that Supremacy wich which he is acknowledged to 
preſide over the Inviſible, He muſt appear as divi. 
ding his Kingdom againſt its ſelf ; and theſe two Terms 
will ex2reſs, not only two diſtinct, but two oppo- Wot 
ſite Societies. And ſo, if any Duty be required of {Won 
the Subject under one Character, which is contra- N cos 
ry to the Obligations he is under from the other, rat 
Theſe Characters are render'd inconſiſtent; and ¶ qu 
He who is a Member of the Viſible Church, cannot I no 
alſo be a Member of the Inviſible; ſince no Man Nof 
can diſcharge the Duties of two inconſiftent Rela. th 
tions. But on the contrary, The Scripture has re- 
preſented theſe two Ideas under which we conceive th 
this Society, as agreeing in a perfect Harmony with e. 
each other. With reſpect to Chriſt the Head, as by tO 
the Influence of his Holy Spirit, He ſolely and im- Not 
mediately preſides over his I»vi/ible Church; ſo we fo 
are aſſured that the ſame (a) Spirit attends the exter- An 
v Ordinances and Adminiſtrations of the Viſibl: 
Church, and is derived to the Faithful by the Par- 
ticipation of them. By which Intercourſe, as by 
a common Bond, the Viſible and Inviſible Church are 
connected to each other, And with reſpect to the 
Members of this Society, Chriſt hath expreſly told 
us, That the Initiation into his Viſible Church 
by the external Rite of Baptiſm; a Participation of 
the Lord's Supper; and a publick Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith, are neceſſary Conditions of out 
internal Union with Him, and our Title to all the 


_— 


(:) 1 Cor. 35, 13. 1 Tim, iv. 16. 2 Tim, . .. 
„ 4 Pipi 


Of the Viſible Church of Cbriſt. 85 


Privileges of the Goſpel. Of the Firf He aſſures us, 
() That be who believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved. 
Of the Second, That (b) Except we eat bis Fleſh, and 
drink his Blood, we have no life in us Of the Laſt, (c) 
That by the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation; and 
it is plain that the Belief, which in the Scripture be- 
fore referr'd to, He requires as neceſſary to Baptiſm, 
land of which He affirms, that He who believetb not 
ſhall be damn d, implies, not only an Inward Aſſent 
lof the Mind, but alſo an oral and verbal Profeſſion 


ns Jof Faith; becauſe it is ſuch a Faith as the Miniſters 
> Jof the Church, to whom the Bapriſm to be given up- 
of Non this Faith is committed, cou'd be Judges of; and 


2- {conſequently it muſt be an open and verbal Decla- 


r, Fration of Faith. Thus far therefore the Duties re- 


ad quired from us as Members of the Viſible Church, are 
ot N not only conſiſtent with, but neceſſary Conditions 
an Jof our being admitted or continuing Members of 
2- ¶ the Inviſible, 

e. If we conſider the Members of the Church in 
ve their relative Characters, as diſtinguiſhed into Sa- 
th periors and Inferiors; all the Powers which are claim'd 
by to the one, and the Duties which are aſſign'd to the 
m. © other, as Members of the Viſible Church, will be 
ve found conſiſtent with their Duty to Chriſt as Head, 
- © 2nd the Liberties they are intitled to us Members of 
% the Inviſible: But becauſe this bas been principally 
a- diſputed, this is what 1 think my ſelf more eſpecially 
by concern'd to prove. 

re Now the ſame Scriptures which plainly teach us, 
he That as we are internally related and united to Chriſt, 
od we are to regard Him as our ſole Teacher and ſole 
ch Lw. giver, &c. with equal clearneſs affirm, That 
of Chtiſt has ordained his Church to be a Viſible Society, 
tand has placed certain Officers in it, with Authority 
bur of Doctrine, Rule, &c. and required his Diſciples, ac- 
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(a) Mar, xvi. 16. (5) John vi. 53. (c) Rom. x. Io. 
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cording to their Stations, either to exerciſe or ſub- 
mit to ſuch an Authority, We cannot therefore doubt 
but that theſe Relations, and the Duties which flow 


from them, are conſiſtent with each other; Becauſe 


we are aſſured, that the Scripture hath not aflign' 
us any Powers, or injoyn'd us any Duties in one Pre. 
cept, which it hath abſolutely forbidden in another; 


And conſequently that we may perform our Duty xi 


good Subjects to Chriſt, and as internally related to him, 
and yet ſubmit our ſelves to thoſe whom He had appointed 
to Rule over us, as Members of his Viſible Church, Nay 
ſince our Submiſſion to theſe Rulers is required by 


Command of Chriſt, we are bound, as the Immedi- i 


ate Subjects, to obey this Command: And if we will 
ap>rove our ſelves as acceptable Subjects of his Ju. 
viſibie Church, to be dutiful Members of his Vſible. 
In themſelves therefore, and according to the In- 
ſtituiion of Chriſt, theſe two Characters and the 
Duties founded on them, are as reconeileable to one 


another, as it is to obey the King as Supreme, and 


Magiſtrates as thoſe who are ſent by bim, and act by his 


Commiſſion. All the Queſtion is, Whether thePow- 


ers ordinarily claim'd by the viſible Officers of the 
Church, do not exceed the Boundaries preſcribed to 
them by Chriſt. For if the Subordinate Powers claim 
an Independency on the Supreme, or pretend the 
Authority of his Commiſſion for enjoy ning Actions 


which He hath expreſly forbidden, Theſe Powers 


become then Inconſiſtent ; and he who will obey the 
one, cannot alſo obey the other. Or if the Subor- 


dinate Magiſtrate takes upon him to ommand Acti- 


ons whch he had no Authority to command, or to 
prohibit what he hath no Authority to prohibit, He 
is guilty of Uſurpation upon the Liberties of the Sub- 
ject. This is what is objected againſt the vi/ible Of- 


ficers of Chriſt's Church. It is pretended, that 
the Powers claim'd by them are ſo extended, as to be 


inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chrift, and the 
Rights and Liverties of his Diſciples. 

Now ia the proceeding Parts of this Diſcourſe, 

| SE J have 


Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt, 87 


I have endeavour'd to ſhew what are the Powers 
+ {reſerved to himſelf by Chriſt, as the Supreme Inviſible 
Head of his Church; and what Authority he hath de- 
ed legated to his Ainiſters, for the Order and OEcono- 
my of his Viſible Church: And accordingly, what 
e. Duties He requires from us, as we are immediately | 
labjedt to Him; and what Obedience we owe to his 
'W Officers and Minifters, as Members of that Viſible So- 
ciety which He hath appointed. In ſtating the Su- 
premacy of Chriſt as Head, and the Rights or Duties 
of his Diſciples as Members of the Inviſible Church, 
] have allowed all that hath been aſſerted by thoſe 
| whoſe Concluſions I oppoſe, one Propoſition only 
excepted; Viz, That what ſoever we do from a full 
Perſuaſion of Mind is acceptable to Chriſt : As to the main 
points of this Inquiry,---The ſole and immediate 
g. Authority of Chrift as Teacher, Law-giver, & c. The 
ne Equality of all Chriſtians as Members of the Inviſible 
ne Church, Cc. I will ſuppoſe we are pretty well a- 
ad greed. I then confiderd the Powers veſted in the 
is Kulers of the Viſible Church, which I hope will appear 
v. the ſame that are claim'd to them, by the Doctrine 
be and Conftitution of the Church of England: And if it 
to can be ſhewn that theſe Powers are not inconſiſtent. 
m with the Supremacy of Chriſt; nor the Obedience de- 
ne wanded to them, any Abridgment of the Riyhts and 
| Liberties of his Diſciples, we may hope to come to 
rs ſome Agreement in this Point alſo. 
he Now fince I have endeavour'd to prove, that all 
„ che Authority aſcribed to the wiſeble Rulers of the 
i. Church, is either derived to them by the expreſs 
to Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, or evidently 
je implied in the Nature of thoſe Powers which are 
b. leſted in them by that Inſtitution; I might pre- 
jf. © fume, that in conſequence of what has been already 
at offer'd, it muſt appear, that the Authority aſſerted 
to the viſible Rulers of the Church, cannot be in- 
conſiſtent with the Hut hority reſerved to himſelf by 
| Chriſt, or the Liberties which He hath left his Dil- 
| Ciples, All that can be objected in bar to this Infe- 
; rence, 
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nearer View to each other, and conſider particu, 
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rence, is that the Nature of the Powers veſfedan the 
Rulers of the Church is miſtaken, of that the Setip. 
tures Whence we argue are foot truly interpreted; 
It is not I think pretended that theſe Ser iptuxes are 
not, in an obvious Conſtruction, capable of che 
Meaning we aflign them; For it is well know 
that thus they have been underſtood in all- ges ig 
the Church; but our Interpretation is therefore 
objected to, becauſe the 'Powers we aſcribe to the 
Rulers of the Church in conſequence of it, are in- 
conſiſtent with that Supremacy of Chriſt, and thoſe 
Liberties of his Diſciples, which we acknowledge to 
be clearly aſſerted in other Scriptures, It will not 
therefore be neceſlary to re-conſider, the ſeveral 
Places we have alledg'd, but our Interpretation, 
and the Doctrine rais'd from it, will ſtand free 
from Objection, If it can be ſhewn, that all the 
Authority placed in the viſible Officers of the Church 
is perfectly conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt: 
And that the Submiſſion claim'd to this Authority, may 
very well conſift with the Rights and Lyberties of 
Chriſtians. That this may more fully appear, it 
will be of uſe to place theſe Powers and Duties in 2 


larly whether they are ſo irreconcileable ; as haz 
been pretended: And I muſt defire the Reader, 
to pardon ſuch neceſſary Repetitions as this Review 
will oblige me to. CF 
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N D Fir, Let us conſider whether the Power + 
claim'd to the V;/;ble Rulers of Chriſt's Church, 
are inconſiſtent with that Authority which He hath 
relery'd to himſelf, | a 


That Chrift did not leave his Diſciples in a State 


eriors over others, I ſhall look upon as already pro- 
re ed: And I preſume it will not be denied, that 


hem is, in general, conſiſtent with that Authority 


herefore muſt lie againſt the Extent aſcribed to 
heir Commiſſion. Now the Powers aſſign'd Them 


I. An Authority to Teach and Exhort Men to be- 
| lieve the Truths, and Practiſe the Duties of 
the Goſpel, A ee 
II. An Authority to miniſter in the Publick Offi- 
ces and Ordinances of Religion. 
II. An Authority to make Laws for the Exter- 
nal behaviour of Chriſtians. And, e 
IV. To Puniſh Offenders againſt thoſe Laws. 


But in the Exerciſe of all theſe Powers, They are 
4 limited to Teach or Preſcribe nothing that is contrary 

Wo the DoQrines, or the Laws of Chrift ; To admi- 
'Wniſter no Ordinances but what He has Inſtituted; and 
o Inflict no Penalties but Suſpenſion, or Excluſion 
rom the external Privileges of che Church. 

On the other ſide the Authority referv'd to Chriſt, 
5 the ſole Power of preſcribing an adequate Rule 
o the Faith or Practice of his Servants ; The ſole 


he fole Power of obliging the conſcience and Inter- 
pd] obedience of Men ty his Laws; And of inflicting 
be Spiritual and Eternal Penalties of Sin on the 


eeds no more, than barely to ſet theſe Powers the 


ut the perfect Agreement and Subſerviency of the 
dne to the other. The ſame Rule, and no other, 
Which Chrift hath preſcribed to the Faith and Acti- 
ns of his Diſciples, doth the Church claim Autho- 
_— | N — rity 
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of perfect Equality, but appointed ſome to be Su- 


hatever Power Chriſt hath actually delegated to 
hich He hath reſerv'd to Himſelf. The Objection 


Power of inftituring Ordinances in his Church, 


Tranſgreſſors of them. And one wou'd think there 


One by the other, to ſhew not only the Conſiſtency, 
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rixy to Preach and inculcate? The lame Ordinan. 
ces, and no, other, that |Chrift has ieee 
the Church claim Authority to "adminiftes.. *Wha 
the Laws of Chtiſt have, injpyn'd en the Conſcienc, 
Tha: and en elſe dyes the Church require tg 
be Externally performed, 'as a necellary Duty. And 
fl what Chriſt hath declared He will Eferaelh) punifh 
1 on that are the Governours of the Church altowet 
i to ſhew their Reſentment in Temporary Inffictionz 
1 And fo far as an Obligation to the Extern perfor. 
1 mance leads Men to a Senſe of their Internal Duty, 
ſo far do the Laws of the Church further and pro. 
mote Mens Obedience to the Laws of Chriſt. By 
let us conſider theſe Powers more diftin&ly, 
1. Thar che Commiſſion given by Chriſt to the 
Rulers of his Church, to Teach and Inſtruct others, 
implics ſome Authocity cannot be denied by any 
who own Them to be at all diftinguiſh'd from other 
Chriſtians by their Commiſtton; And ſince in the 
| Exerciſe of this Authority we acknowledge them re: 
ſtrain'd ro Preach ho other Doctrines, but choſe 
taught, by Chritt and his Apoftles, it is evident we 
alcribe to them no Power but what is conſiſtent with 
the Supremacy of Chriſt. So far as They, exceed this 
Commiſſion, they are confeſs'd to have no Authority) 
And while They act within the Limits of It, They 
can no more be ſaid to uſurp upon the Authority, 
Ctiriſt, chan an Embaſſador, who punctually deli 
vers his Meſſage, uſurps upon the Authority of che 
Prince who fent him. What Weight there may be 
in chat Objection, form'd againſt the Authority 
of chis Office, from the Power of Interpretation implied 
in it, fince it equally affects the Legiſlature, of the 
Church, ſhall be confider'd under that Head. 
2. That Chrift is our only _#rief, . 


Sa»! 
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ws 1 | Chrift is ou! ” #rieft, . Who coud 
offer vp a ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Sail, 
faction for our Sin to God, the ſole Mediariy and 
Jute rceſſor, who can effectually intercede for us with 
his Farber, and prevail for Succeſs and Acceprance 
to our Prayers, we readily own, But this is no waſ 
. | 2 10- 
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; Up nd with. tl Acknowledgment of an Exter- 

1 1 Zhen Lee e i miniſter in his 
enen 


ö 9 , 
48> +4 


ame in ſuch external Ordmanges, as He has preſerved 
_ Church 92 Ear tb. to, offer up the razer, of 
bis * ryants 10 God in his Name, And in his Name 
to .Inrercede, for them: Becauſe, tho the ultimate 
Ny ; of our P 


of gur Prayers with Cod, and the Efficacy 

f Ocdinances to derive, on us the Graces pro 
in chem depends on the Mediation and Inter- 
on of Chriſt, yet we may reaſonably believe 
reach, that He will be eſpecially, p:cvail'd on to 

de for. this Succeſs to our. Prayers when they 

oh offer d in the manner He has directed, and by 
the Miniſtry ,ot.theſe Perſons whom He has appoin- 


Chriſt, we may in all our Exigences delire their 
Prayers and Interceſſions for us, becauſe He has by 
his Apoſtle directed us to call for theſe Elders to pray 
far.us, and promiſed a ſpecial Regard to their Inter- 
ceſſions; and that the Ordinances He has preſcribed 
will more effectually procure us the Graces annex'd 
to 1 hea, SSatniees by Perſons appointed to 


that Office, , tho tis acknowledged that Chriſt a- 
lone can confertheſe Graces. And I beg leave to 


obſerve, That tho' the internal Qualifications of 
the Receiver are more uſually inſiſted on as neceſſary 
Conditions of rendring the Ordinances of Religion 


effectual eans of Grace; yet the Authority of the 
Perſon Who aammiſters them, is not a mere Nicety and 


Triſe: For as King James the Firſt judiciouſly deter- 
wind iq, the Hempton- Court Conference, tho“ rhe 
Call of the Miniſter be not of the Eſſence of the 
Sacrament, yet tis of che Eſſence of the Adminiſtrar- 
on And tis certain any Perſon may, with juſt 


the ſame Authority, take upon him to Inſtitute new 
| SaGraments in the Chriſtian Church, and pretend to 
[convey Graces by them, as He can take upon Him 


to adminiſter choſe inſtituted by Chriſt without a 
regular Commiſion to do it. And therefore with 
elpec to the Point before us the Uſurpation on Chriſt's 
\ nr ; | N 2 | Aus 


r them; That without any diſreſpe&t to 
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as are left Indifferent, (i. e.) neither c mmanded not 
forbidden by Chriſt. That this Power belongs to 


neral Commiſſions given them to provide for D. 


Influenne af lt. % 001519254 bus ngic 1599 
PFarther it was affirm'd, That whatever external 


10 F ibr iz CHurbh bf Ob 
Authoriryy? He-only aſtrps:aipoh the dupremaey of 
Chrift, who afſaine> id»Powat DE-eicherſinſlibizing 
new Sacraments in ks Church, br Adminiſtring 


thoſe inſtituted without being call d to it according i 


to his Appointment“ But He who only admini- 
ſters thoſe which Chriſt has inſtituted abeording t 
his Preſcription, and in Obedience to a regnli 
Commiſſion which He has receiv d for this: Office, 
does not oppoſe the Authority of Chriff but obey i 
3. In the Legiſlative Authority aſcribed to the 
Church was included a Power to pteſoribe ſuch 
Actions, or ſuch Modes or Circumſtunces of Action; 


Them, I have endeavour'd to prove; from: the ge- 


cency, Order, and Edification, by preſcribing ſuch ei- 
ternal indifferent Obſervances, as they ſhall judge 
conducive to theſe Ends. That, in the Matter ol 
ſoch Rules, they do not contfadi&: any Law ol 
hriſt it is plain; becauſe the Things which they 
preſcribe are ſuppoſed to be neither commanded not 
forbidden by his Law. It muſt alſo be confeſs d 
That in judging of the Fitneſs and Expediency of 
ſuch Preſcriptions to theſe Ends, They do nat uſurp 


upon any Authority which Chriſt hath -referv'd to | 


himſelf; becauſe: Chriit hath not reſerv'd this Jude: 


ment to Rimſelf, but left it to their U iſcretion 


And ſince whatever promotes Decency, Order, and 


| Edification, tends alſo to quicken and diſſuſe in- 
nal Religion "thro! the Aſſembly; This Power, 


thus applied, is not only conſiſtent with the Au: 
thority.- of 'Chritt; but very much promotes the 


1 


* 


Ordinances or Actions Chriſt hath poſitively injoyn 


on the Obſerrance of his Diſeiples, tos Thoſe the 
Governours of the Church have Authority to de- 
mand a pablick Compliance. Now this Power 


cannot contradict the Authority of Chriſt; becauſe, 
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OF be Viſthi Churth f hit. ror 
of is tothe gran Aftion;) it is ſuppoſed to require 
ng preciſe ſyithe fame Things which Chriſt commands. 
ng Zaltfungulſo affir mid, chat They had Authority to 
og prelcribe a; vie Obedience cto all Chriſt's Laws 
ni: ¶ concerning either Faith dr Morality. But in no 
td Iaſtanbe of their Legiſlati be Authority is any Power 
lar olai nnd toothem; which can be charged with any 
cs, Dimmnutiun of Chriſt's Authority, or any Incroach- 
it. ment upon it. They are not allowed to alter, or 
the reverſe zn one of his Laws, or withdraw the Obe- 
ich tlience of his Subjects from them; and therefore 
du while they act within theſe Limications, They 
cannot ien His Authority: Neither can they 14- 
roach upon it, becauſe it is not pretended that their 
Laws are of the fame Extent, have the ſame Obliga- 
tin, or are inforced with the ſame Penalties that 
His are. I NN 

The Subject of Chriſt's Laws is principally the 
nner Man, of whom they do not aſſume any Cog- 
niſance in their Laws; and the Actions which He 
commands, are principally Internal. But the Laws 
of the Church regard only the External Conduct: 
They do not require the Inward Belief of the Mind 
in Articles of Faith; or the ſecret Grace of the Heart 
in Moral Duties. Theſe things the Miniſters of 
Chriſt Teach and Exhort, but do not Command. But 
the Actions which They preſcribe by their Laws, 
are ſuch external Performances, as are the viſible 
Signs, the natural and proper Expreſſions of ſuch 
-Imward" Acts and Diſpoſitions of the Soul as Chriſt 
has commanded- And theſe Laws They do not 
| affirm to have any farther Obligation on the Con- 
ſcience, than às the Performance directed by them is 
a proper Sign and Expreſſion of ſuch an inward 
Diſpoſition of the Heart as Chriſt requires; and 
conſequently is agreeable} and ſubſervient to his 
Law; and when even the Action is thus qualified, 
de: They do not pretend that the Conſcience is obliged to 


zer it by Their Law, but by Chriſts. And, 
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10 Of the. Viſhie. Church f Chriſte. 


Oblervances as necelſary.. Conditions ef che ſecra 
Communion wich the V/4le,. Church, Neither de 
they pretend to inflict the Eternal Penalties of Sin 
upon the Breach of their Laws, but only Suſpen- 
lion from the Privileges, or Excluſion frem the 
Society of that Viſible Church, of which ;Chrift 
hath ordain'd them Magiſtrates e Hoes 

Now in theſe Powers there appears ſuch. a wiſe 
Connection, and Subſerviency .of the Miniſterial to 
the Sovereign Authority, as we might expect in a 
Conſtitution framed by a Divine . Law-giver ; but 
not the leaſt Jarring or Interference of the one wich 


© 


* e FAY Ne, en A153 O15, 
To this it hath been Obe That the Power 
claim'd by the viſible Rulers of the Church, of re- 


| Quiring ſuch publick Profeſſions of Faith, or obli- 


ging Men to the open Practice of ſuch Duties, as 
They think Chrift has commanded, ſuppoſes .an 
Authority to interpret Chriſt's Laws, and propoſe 
fuch Interpretation to the Conſcience as his Law; 
And ſince whoever has a Power of interpreting 2 
Law, and declaring the Conſcience obliged, to that 
Interpretation, has in effect the Power, of making the 
Law, and obliging the Conſcience to. his own Law; 
It follows that the Rulers of the Church, by aſſu- 
ming this Authority, manifeſtly uſurp upon the 
Legiſliti ve Authority of Chriſt. 

Now the Principle, from which this Objection 


7 — 


* © 


argues, we acknowledge to be true; viz. That an 
Abſolute Power of Iterpretation obliging the Con: 


ſcience, and of Enacting Laws in conſequence of it, 


with the ſame Obligation, is Equivalent to the Le- 
giſlative Authority of Chriſt: And whoever claims 
it, we agree is juſtly charg'd with uſurping upon 
the Authority of Chriſt. . But that we have aſſerted 
no ſuch Power to the Rulers of the Church, we may 
appeal to any one who obſerves the Limitations of 
that Authority aſcribed to them. But becauſe this 


ä „ r © Wal 


Ode ße Church of Cbri. 103 
gm Objection much inſiſted on; and from which 
Adverſaries of the Church premiſe; themſelves the 
Bea Triumphs both over its Doctrines and its 


N 7 i - OF . os 133 , . | 4 — 
1 The 8 Authority of the Interpretation; 


2. The Authority of the Lau, framed and enact- 


As to the Hirerpretation; That the Rulers of the 
Church have a Right of Interpreting Chriſt's Laws, fo 
far as is neceſfary co a conſcientious Diſcharge of 
the Duties of their Station, was before proved, and 
cannot be denied by thoſe who contend for this as 
common Right belonging to all Chriitians. For 
Inſtance; They are obliged by the Law of Chriſt ; 
to require a publick Profeflion of Faith from every 
Perſon whom they admit into the Church by Bup- 
iſm. In Order to obey this Law with good Con- 
ſcience, They conſult the Scripture ; and what it 
appeats to Them Chriſt has required Men to believe, 


[a5 a Condition of entring into this Covenant wich 
him, That they require them to Profeſs: Now, fo 


far as They interpret thus for their own Directi- 
on, it is evident They do not act with any Au ho- 
rity at all, but as upon a Level with other Chri- 
ſtians, who ſearch the Scriptures for the Rule and 
Meaſure of their Duty; and conſequently cannot 
uſurp upon the Authority of Chriſt. When They 
come to propoſe this Interpretation as the Foundation 
of a Law which they enact upon it, and a Reaſon 
for Mens Submiſſion to that Law ; They then in- 
deed exerciſe "Authority as Guides and Teachers, but 
not yet as Law-givers; But ſuch an Authority as is 
perfectly conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chit. 
For they do not propoſe this Interpreta on as ob- 


liging the Conſcience, any farther than it is the true 


Senfe and Meaning of Chriſt. The Interpretaticn, 
indeed, tho mittaken, binds their own Conſcience, 
and obliges them to preſcribe their Law according 
| to 


aw, I mall conſider it here diſtinctiy, as it affects, 
IG TO el) BOO nee ik os: AT ON . 


| 
| 
ö 
\ 


I 8 ** 2 > a has — — 
— = _Y put] * ——— — - 
* = — P , 


r 


= I} 
— — . 
— * 


FL po — — = © » * 
ES —. = ca —— . ͤ AE 
25-50 = — = a 2 — =” = LESS =- — 
I , * >. S - 
2 — — 


3 — 


Oe === 
— 


— 33 — 1 - — — — 
A224 
= 2. - * x . 
=> —— —ů 


ſw 7 — 

OD 8 — 
— I r * 
Ape: r — 8 
XD — _ 


— ws 
— Fd 
ph 
r 


LE 


— — 2 2 


Fay 


- — W 
53 * 


; . 
2 „ FE 


3 3 : - l _ 

£ SER — . > A 2 2 2 

_ „ * — 5 222 2 b — 5 * — — 3 2 — * _ - — — — 22 

; — — p, 7 — : * 5 . - > * 7 . 22 - — 2 > * 
1 5b K 5 . — — — 8 — Tz Ch =. 2 : * f 2 

by - - — PR ” 2 * ” ry = _ 4 2 5 : _ * 
8 — — : E L 3 — , — ONES ITE IS a , — hy 1 * = 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — 2 — —— —— <= S — 
— — — - — — ſos — — 


— 

-3 — z * 
— 2 — — 2 
SSS 


— . 


7 


— — — —— — — —— 
- 


Tm 
* 


. ˙ mꝛj -l e .- . m 


the Intention of Chriſt. Anz that ito is thus u 


their Authority 


ence, a Conviction of Duty formed upon Reaſons, 


ro4 Of tha Nl, Cburch of Chr. 
— 12 et n 
they t propoſe it as obliging the Conſbiente 

of her sel db cee apreeible te 
65 
able to the Intention of Chtiſt, They do not reach 
that any one is required to believe im Gntradiction 
to his own, or others plain Reaſons "againſt it; But 
only where no ſuch Reaſons appear; They preſume 
ought to be ſubmitted to: Becauſe 
wich leſs Authority than this, Their Commiſſion (as 
has been faid) can ſignify nothing; nor any way 
diftinguiſh them from other Men who have no 
Commiſſion. It is plain therefore 
x. That the Authority claim'd to the Hittrpreta- 
tion of our Superiors is not an Abſolute Authority, 
obliging the Conſcience; becauſe it is confeſt co have 
no Authority over the Conſcience, any farther than it 
is agreeable to the Meaning and Intention of Chriſt. 
2. If by Conſcience we mean a Rational Conſci ; 


it is manifeſt, Here is no Authority exerciſed over 
the Conſcience at all: Becauſe it is ſubmitted to every 

Man's Reaſon to judge, whether the Interpretation 
be agreeable to Chrift's Will or not, before he is 
obliged to receive it: And it is hard to imagine 
how the Conſcience can be ſaid to be forced, where 
no rational Conviction is pretended to be over- ruled 
And even in that Caſe, where we contend chat che 
Authority of the Superior ought to be ſubmitted to; 
viz, when no good Reaſons appear againft his Inter- 


pretation; the Submiſſion is therefore paid to his O. 


pinion, becauſe the Opinion of one commiſſion d by 
Chriſt to Iaſtruct us is, in thoſe: Cireumſtances, 


the beſt Reaſon that can be given for our Aſſent. 


We ate oblig d in Conſcience co receive his hier- 


pretation in this caſe, for the ſame Reaſons that in 


others we may be obliged to reject it; Vix. Becauſe 
we are oblig d to act according to the beſt Light 
we can get into the Import of Chrift's Will. Where 


* 


mon 


the Precept is lain, that Senſe which to the com- 14 


mun Reaſon of Mankind appears intended in it is 
the immediate Raule of our Actions: Where the 
o Precapt is af difficult or doubtful Intetpretation; 
6 ths Sentiments of; our appointed Giides are our pre- 
pet. Rule. But the Obligation on the Conſtience 10: 


— ba directed by Judgment, 45 not derived from Them 


but from the Lew of. Chriſt, which, in this Caſe, 
requires us to ſubmit to their Opinion. And the 
practical Obedience paid to the Precept, whoſe 
denſe we receive from their Interpretation, is not 
paid to chem, but to Chriſt the Author of the Precept. 


2 Chriſt has commanded us to follow our on 
Neaſon, as far as that ſerves clearly to inform us 
% En his Wäll, where that doth not determine us, He 


as appointed: Guides and Iuſtructers to lead and di- 
rect us. Our Obligations to follow our o- n Rez- 
ie n in the one Caſe, and their Inſtruction, in the 


#: cher, are equally derived from the Law of Chriſt: 
di. Rad whatſoever, by either of theſe Ways, we 
„ Nome to know is the Will of Chriſt, we are obliged 


n Conſriepce as Chriſtians to perform; not becauſe 
t is oommanded by our Keaſon or our Inſtructers; 
hut becauſe it is the Law of Chriſt, It is evident, 


on | | 
ig Pherefore, that notwithſtanding the Authority of 
ne Notenpretation which we have aſcribed to the Rulers 


f-che Church, the ſole Power of obliging the Con- 


Ara 

wt cience is reſervd to Chriſt; and conſequently no 
ne art; of that Authority reſerv'd to himſelf by Chriſt 
o; incroach d upon by Ir. BEES 
e. II. Then as to the Legiſlative Authority of the 


Fhurch, the Anſwer to this Objection may be pre- 


by: umed eo be already given. For lince the Medium, 
es, which it attempts to pr Oe the Legiſlative POW - 
nt. Er claim d to the Church an Uſurpation upon Chriſts 
. uthority, is that it implies a Power of Iuterprita- 
in Nen which is inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of 
if briſt; If che Authority of Chriſt be no way in- 
he inged by the - Interpretation, tha Legiſlitive Power 
ere f.the Church, or the Power of preſcribing Ex- 


ernal Obſeryances agreeable to that Interpretation, 
ns | O | 1s 


106 e tbe Niki Uhurtb of Obrif: 


is entirely unaffected by chis Objèction: And w 
are at Liberty to re- aflume, that the Legiſtetidt 
Power afferted to the Church, is not,” ihconfiften 
with che Aar boritg" reſerved to himſelf by Chriſt. 

Lan recollect nothing that T have affirm'd of 
the Jariſdiction of the Church, which” can with 
the leaft Appearance of Reaſon be thought incon. 
ſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt; unleſs it be, 
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that whenever the Authority of the Cinirch' is duly 
exerciſed, if the Offender be really Guilty of th 
Crimes for which he is cenſured, and doth” nd 
atone for them by Repentance, the Senrence of the 
Church upon him Here, will be follow'd by a much 
heavier Sentence from Chrift in the World to tome: I 
And accordingly, that he who is Abfolved from tis e 
Offence by the Church, if his Repentance be really: 
as ſince as it appears to be, is Abfolvedalfo by Chi 
from his Offence againſt his Law. And this the? 
Rulers of the Church, as faichful Miniſters of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, are certainly bound to Teach; be. 
cauſe Chriſt has expreſly declared, that he will thus 
forgive the Penitent, and thus avenge himſelf on the 
impenitent Sinner. But at the ſame Time it is con- 
feſt, That the Authority of the Eccleſiaſtical Ru. 
lers, as Judges, reaches no farther than to  punili 
the Overt- Action, as a Breach of their Law, re: 
quiring the External Obſervance of Chriſt's Com- 
mands : And agreeably their Abfolution is givet 
upon the external and apparent Signs of Reper- 
tance. Now, tho' theſe outward Signs of Guilt 0: 
Repentance are not an infallible Evidence of the in. 
ward State of the Man, yet are they Legal Preſump- 
Judgment can be torm'd.. And therefore the Rui 
lers of the Church, as Teachers of the Goſpel, com- 
miſſion'd by Chriſt to watch over tbe Souls of tht 
Flock, are bound, when theſe External Signs of Guik 
appear, to declare the Man in an impenitent State Bi 
and obnoxious to the Penalcies of Chriſt's Law 
and where the External Signs of Repentance 25. 
pear, to declare him ab/e/ved and forgiven. Dat 


50d 


how » oy — 4 
x2 =. Sm J=> 4 


gat. HoB% DS 1 7 an) jvnicial Act 
t ON Ry Can, bee the Criminal to 

; nb tins or ablolve him ftom them: 
7 K Will inflit them in Execution of 


Fi encę, or remit, them in Conſequence of 
| 1 0 Or that. their Cenſure lixes the 


| 0 in chat Stat, of inward, Guilt, which they teach 
U be ttended with theſe Penalties, or chat their 
| 10550 man's res. him to a State of internal Inno- 
1 bis inward Guilt or Innocence the) 
19 E ;fftgrmin'd by Chriſt ; and theſe 
Wy. to be inflicted or re- 
| 15 0 bim 10 wy lequence of bis own, Sentence 
or Ablolu 2 — Ak not of Theirs. And conſequent- 
ly, they dg nat aſurp upon the proper Authority of 
ally NE to whom it is intirely leſt to judge of the 
bri mternal din or Contrition of the Perſon, and either 
Of] infll r remit the future Puniſhment. _ 
hr It is 17 8 affirmed, and cannot, I think, wich- 
a 1 010 and direct Contradiction to Scripture 
be. deni A 50 the eue of the Faithful, and more 
part V of thaſe who appointed by Chriſt to 
COT n the Offices of Religion, to intercede for 
& ge and bleſs in his Name, are a Means of 
| hcacy to prevail with God to. remit the 
Penalties of Sin, and reſtore the Penitent 


11 


om. to, his e and Favour. But theſe Prayers (as 
ivel Was. ob ery 'd) are not judicial Acts, and conſequent- 
pen. . 0 W on en e ee of Chriſt. 
F eee gu rn ot 3-4 = 
— in · $3 21 10 $31 

imp⸗ 1914 les warts: H A BP. | Ib 


Thar the Rowe, aſſten'd to the Rulers, and the 
 Submiffron” requnr'd from the Subject: of the 
_ Viſible" e are op Mat with ſtan 
Liberty. 


UT it Nozze ected Ader Fs the Authority 
J aferibed to the Rulers of the Church is incon- 
0 2 1 J 
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her Viſible. Chureb of, Chrifl, 20 
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ſiſtent with 'eHar L;bwry which Chrift has leſt to a1l 
His Diſeiples: And if wis kmpbrsäh $s/juſtp ie muff 
be acknowiedg'd conthufiver againft fuch Authority. 

As to that Branch of their "Anchdriryr byo which 
they are cottimiffion'dlto' Miniſter #n\rbe publick Off 
ces of Religion, ſince it has been pro d that Chriſt 
has inſtituted an Order of Men in his Church, with 
2 ſpecial Appointment to attend on this Miniſtry 
This Inftitutton it ſelf exbludes all others from 
this Power, and conſequently by the miete Claim 
of this Authority they cannot uſurp upon any Right 
or Liberty belonging to other Chriſtians“ And the 
only Inſtances in which they can uſürp upon out 
Liberty in the Exerciſe of this Authority, are eithet 
when they require us to believe certain Ordinan- 
ces or Adminiſtrations to be lawful or neceſſarp, 
which are not ſo ; Or when they oblige under ſome 
Penalties to conform to ſuch Ordinances or Admi- 
niftrations. But in theſe Inſtances they act not a 
Minifters but in quite different Characters; in the 
former as Teachers, in the latter as Lan. River or 
Fudger. If therefore it can be ſhewn, that the Pow: 
ers all gn'd to them under theſe Characters are 10 
Abridgment of our Liberty, we may pteſume that 
every Branch of their Authority will be acquitted 
from this Charge. In order to this it will fber of 
uſe to obſerve what that Liberty in which Chriſt 
has left to all his. Diſciples. And this, if we el. 
amine all the Vatiety of Caſes in which this L. 
berty can be pleaded, will be found __ OY 
hended in theſe eee COM 


* That no Perſon: has: Ae adlige us t0 
Believe any Doctrine, len Chrift has not ob 
kzged us to Believe. 

0 „ jat no Perſon has ee to W hh us to 
7 perform any Ation, which Chriſt has forbidden. 
5 That no Perſon has Autborie; to impeſe on Us 
any indifferent Action. which Chriſt has not 
ee him to aft. 9 8%. Jai 1244 
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Afothen we have) aſcribed no Authority, to the 
Rulers: of the Church, by which they, can uſurp 
upon dur / Liberty in any of theſe Inſtances, we are 
ſiſen from this Objection. 10 ons 7807.03 2 f 

As to the fert of cheſe Exemptions, which guards 
is againſt any Iacroachment of our Superiouis as 
Guides and Teachers; I muſt obſerve, that the Au- 
thority aſcribed to them under this Character was 
reftrain'd: within ſuch | Limits, as leave the Subject 
ths: frre Exerciſe of his Reaſon to judge, whether 
the Doctrines which they teach are agreeable to 
thoſe taught by Chriſt or not. The only Inftance 


in which Submiſſion was claim'd to their ere Au- 


thority, was when no good Reaſons appear againſt 
their Afſertions: And whoever will pretend chat 
this is inconſiſtent with his Liberty, muſt not object 
againſt the Extent affign'd to their Commiſſton, but 
muſt dany that they have any Commiſſion at all. 

Neither, Secondly, is any Authority aſcribed to 
the Rulers of the Church as Legiſlators, by which 
they can oblige us co any Action forbidden by 
Chrift This indeed muſt follow from what was 
before offer d to prove the Authority of the Ru- 
lers conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt. For 
if no Authority is given to the Rulers to preſcribe 


any Thing contrary to what Chriſt commands, it is 
plain no Obligation is laid on the Subject to per- 


form any Thing in Obedience to them which Chriſt 
has forbidden: And the ſame Arguments that prove 


their Authority of Preſcribing what, according to 


their Interpretation of Scripture, is agreeable to Chriſt's 
Will, to be conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt, 
e qu ally prove - that it is con ſiſtent with that Liberty 
which he bas left his Diſciples. For the Liberty 


claim'd by this Exemption is founded: on, and ex- 
actly proportion'd to the reſerved Authority of 


Chriſt; and is in other Words nothing elſe but the 
Plea of a Prior and Superiour Obligation to the 
Authority of Chriſt. But tho this Authority of 


preſcribing Laws according to their. Interpretation of 


Sctip- 
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Scripture, has been already conſider'd, and I hope 


1 


pretty Clearly" Eſtabliſfrd ; vet "Becauſe Ma ſeems 


to be the Point of Piſtreſs In all the Contropetfies | 


thac have been rais'd concerning Eccletia ftical 


er, I am willing to take every Opportanity' o 
« $: 6 Tf) 8 7 $73 


forcing what J have ſuggeſted concerning il. 
It will T preſume be allowed; that there ate ſöme 
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is ebliged to obey them according to the t 


Laws of Chriſt ſo plain, that every C tian, lach Pr 


ue Senſe 
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intended in them. The Goyernours bf the Church n! 
therefore do not abridge our Chriſtian Liberty, When BEN 


they require a Viſible and External Compliance] 


with ſuch plain and neceſſary Laws. Neither ares 1 


they without a Rule, by which they are warranted 
to Judge what Laws are thus plain and neceffary, 
viz, the common Reaſon and Apprehenſion of Man-; 
kind. For we are aſſured Chriſt adapted his Laws 


to the common Capacities of Man, as 2 reaſonable M7! 


Being: The common Reaſon of Mankind, therefore, 
is a Meaſure or Standard, by which they are aut Ho- 
— » & 2 nnen , 
riz2d to judge what Laws of Chriſt are plain and ne. 


ceſſary, and in What Senſe they are ſo 5 J and : conſe. a 


quently they do no Injury to any one, when, with- 
out regarding any particular Man's Opinion, they 
require a Viſible and External Compliance with ſuch 
Laws of Chriſt as to the common Reaſon of Man- 
kind appear plain and neceſſary, and in that Sens 


in which they appear to be ſo. And as no Strength 


of Perſuaſion will excuſe any Perſon to Chriſt, acting 
contrary to a Law which he was obliged to under: 
ftand and obey; ſo neither will it excuſe him acting 
contrary to the Law of his Supetiors, requiring him 
Externally to obey it in the ſame Senſe. The Rulers 


of the Church, therefore, do not rides as of any 
In 


Part of that Liberty Chriſt has left us, in requiring 
an External Obſervance of theſe plain Laws, becauſe, 


in theſe Inſtances, they require or forbid the ſame. 


Actions that are required or forbidden by Chriſt. 
Tf indeed the Superiors preſcribe an Action which 

Chrift has manifeſtly forbidden, they prelgribe pin" 
: Emer IF 1 by rt OEM $73. N 8 Eicke ou 
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out ee the Subject is under no Obli- 
Þ gation to perform it. But whenthe Subject is bound 
to judge by the ſame Rule what Chriſt has forbidden, 
by which, che Superiours are to judge what he has 
| commanded; viz. the common Reaſon and Appre- 
henfions of Mankind. As the Superiours may not 
| preſcribe. any Action as required by» the Law of 


— 2 


| Chriſt, which only in their own mere Opinion, and 
in Contradiction to the common Reaſon and Ap- 
prehenſions of Mankind, appears to be ſo requir'd ; 
| ſo neither may the Subject refuſe to perform any 
Action as forbidden by Chriſt, which only in his 
Jon mere Opinion, and in Contradiction to the 
common Reaſon and Apprehenſions of Mankind 
„appears to be forbidden. In whatever Inſtance our 
Opinion contradicts the common Reaſon and Ap- 
prehenſions of Mankind, the Action muſt be efteem'd, 


lat leaſt, doubt ful, and cannot be preſumed to be ei- 
ther plainly commanded or plainly forbidden. 
But neither doth the Power aſcribed to the Ru- 
lers of the Church, of interpreting ſuch Laws of Chriit 


as are of difficult or doubtful Interpretation, and in- 
Joining an External Obſervance according to ſuch 
leerpretation, imply any Authority of obliging Men 
to perform what is forbidden them by Chriſt: Be- 
cauſe he cannot be ſaid to be obliged to perform an 
Action forbidden by Chriſt, who is only required to 
„perform an Action, concerning which he is not de- 
ermin'd whether it be commanded or forbidden. 
„To the Rulers it appears plainly commanded by 
| the Law of Chriſt, and therefore they, by their Of- 
1 ice, are obliged to enjoin the External Obſervance 
„of it. To the Subject it doth not appear either 
J plainly commanded or plainly forbidden, and there- 
, fore by diſobeying his Rulers, he runs an equal 
Hazard of acting contrary to che Law of Chritt, as 


[by obeying them. At the ſame time he is bound by 
h another plain Law of Chriſt, co obey his Rulers in 
1 All Things lawful ; and conſequently, by diſobey:ing. 
ry bs ſuch an Inſtance, he runs the hazard of — 
13 again 
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he confeſſes he doth not know whether Chriſt has 
injoin'd or not. e eit eee e 
3. As to Actions in their Nature in i. 6.) 
neither commanded nor forbidden dy Chriſt g ſince 


” 


the Power of preſcribing ſuch indifferent Actions 


whenever they are conducive to Decency, Order, and 
Edification, is expreſsly left by Chriſt to the Rulers 
of the Church; the Subject is not at Liberty whether 


he will obey theſe Preſcriptions, ſo directed, or not; 


and conſequently by being required to obey them | 


he is not deprived of any Liberty left him by Chrift, 
The Action, before it is commanded, he is at Li- 
berty to perform or let alone: But after it is com- 
manded, though the Action be, in its Nature, or 


with Reſpect to the Law of Chriſt, indifferent; yet 
the Obedience is not fo, but expreſly injoin'd by Chriſt. 
Neither is it left to the Subje to determine whe- 


ther theſe Actions are expedient or conducive to De- 
cency, Order, &c. or not; but this is left wholly 


to the Judgment and Diſcretion of the Rulers. 


When therefore the Subject refuſes to obey ſuch Pre- 


ſcriptions, upon pretence of Unfitneſs or :Inexpedi- 
ency, he exceeds the Bounds of that Liberty which | 


belongs to him, and uſurps upon the proper Autho- 
rity of his Superiours. UE 


i 
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If the Actions indeed appears to him plainly Cu. 


in its Nature indifferent, yet he is bound not to per. 


form ic. But che Ruler, nevertheleſs, doth him no 


Injury in preſcribing it, becauſe: it appears to him 
in irs Nature is different, and in its Uſe expedient ; 
and therefore ſuch, as he is not only impower d, 
but commanded by Chrift to preſcribe: And conſe- 
quently! in preſcribing it, he only executes a Com- 
miſſion which he has receiv'd from Chriſt. And 


by whatever Act of Authority he only performs 


his own Duty, he cannot uſurp upon another 
ibecty 5 becauſe we are aſſured Chtiſt has not leſt 
r 4 | any 


51 


Of the Viſble Church of Cbriſ.. 113 


any Taberties to ſome. of his Subjects, which are in- 
eonſiſtent with choſe Duties which be bat qu 
from others. 

But er the Perſuaſ jon "of the Subject may 
be concerning either the Senſe of Chriſt's Laws, or 
the Nature of the Actions injoin'd, or how much 
ſoever the Command of his Rulers may either in 
Appearance. or Reality be contrary to the Law of 
Chriſt; yet the Liberty of the Subject is perfectly 
ſecured-co him by that Limitation of his Obedience, 
which allows him to reſuſe his active Compliance 
with any Command, which he has Reaſon to be- 

lieve inconfiftent with his Duty to Chriſt, If his 
Ohjections are ſupported with good Reaſons, or 
ſuch as appear plainly concluſive to him, Authori- 
y is ſubmitted to them, and he is excuſed from Sin, 

in not aclively obeying it. And if he has no good 
„ Reaſons againſt ir, the Command of a juſt Autho- 
WW ricy is certainly ic ſelf a good Reaſon for an active 


2 „ 
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Obedience. 

If the Power of Furiſdifion aſcribed to the Ru- 
lers, be thought an injurious Abridgment of the 
- © ubjes. Liberty, in Obedience to which we have 
. © obliged him to ſubmit to the Penalties of his Refu— 
1 fal, when his Perſuaſion will not ſuffer him a&ivzly to 
. comply wich the Command, we need only repeat. 
1. That the Submiſſion of the Subject to theſe 
Penalties is not forbidden by Chriſt; and conſe- 
quently, by obliging him to ſubmit to theſe Penal- 
ties, we do not oblige him to any thing: factidden 
by Chriſt, 

. That the Rulers are impower'd by Chriſt to 
inflict theſe Penalties. For if they are impower'd 
ta preſcribe ſuch Laws to the external Behaviour 
of lach Ohriſtians, as, according to their Interpre- 
tation of Scripture, are 2greeable to the Laws of 
| Chrift, they muſt alſo be impower'd to inflict the 
; Penalties of ſuch Laws on thoſe who offend againſt 
them. And whatever Penalties the Rulers are im- 


power d to __ che. — is bound to fubmit 
* + & (N 
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to; and conſequently, by ſuch, Submiſſion, be 


$ives up no Liberty, which belangs e bim 35 


1 rl 466470 TV. 1g W. f 
Neither can it with Reaſon. be objected, That 
the Cenſares of the Qhure bY elan the Ol. 
fender from the Ordinances, of it, deprive him of 
any Privilege which A 15; a Right to. Becauſe ver 
he was, at his Baptiſin, admitted to theſe external 
Privileges, on certain Conditions; vis, a Rrofeſſion I bat 
of certain Articles, and a Promiſe to obſerve. cer: ¶ aw 
tain Duties, Whenever, therefore, he, gets cantra- 
ry to theſe Promiſes and Profeſſions, he forfeits the I tri 
Advantages to which he was intitled, in virtue of f 
them; and conſequently no Injury is done him, the 
when, upon ſuch Tranſgreflions, he is excluded from I qi 
them. The ſame Reaſons alſo prove, that no Per- Ri 
ſon is injured, when he is ſuſpended or depoſed © 
from any Station or Office in the Church, for bxeak- N w. 
ing the Conditions upon which he was admitted th 
to Hen. 25 - 80 fert 11 I 
It has been argued, indeed, by a late Author (4), le. 
with an affected Ayte of Religious Compaſſion, I Ir 
That by excluding a Sinner from the Ordinances of I pt 


the Church, we uncharitably deprive. him of thoſe I he 


Graces which flow from che Participation of them, L 
and conſequently injure him in a Property, in ſuch L. 
Circumſtances the molt valuable to him, the very I. 
Means whereby he might be recovered. But if I p 
this Author, who ſeems to intend all this only as a ri 
grave Ridicu!ls on the Offices of Religion, deſerves. a 


a ſerious Reply, I anſwer, 


1/*, That the Efficacy of theſe Means of Grace 
depends on a proper Pijpsſttion. in che Perſon. to 
whom they are applied. St. Paul has determined, 
That he who partakes, of the Lord's Table umwor- 
%%%, cats aud drinks Damnation ta bimſelf (b). If 


* 4 « + *» © 2 


therefore, the Rulers of the Church believe any 
Perſon unqualify'd for a due Participation of thoſe 


(a) Rights of the Chriſtian Churgh „ Chap. 3. 6) 1 Cor, 1 27. 
we ; : ; a |; a , 
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'Myfteries, by forbidding his Approach to them, 
they do not exclude him from a Means of Grace 
to, Fm, but with great Charity reſtrain him from 
doing biqmfelf a farther Prejudice, by the additional 
Guilt of prophatting thoſe Holy Myfleries. 
- he he Diſcipline of the Church is for this 
yery Rea 


4 * 


"Reaſon apply d to Offenders, becauſe it is an 
effecual, Means of Grace to them; the moſt pro- 
bable Method to convert and recover them, by 
awakening them to a juſt Senſe of their Danger, 


and diſpoling them to ſuch an Humility and Con- 


trition of Soul, as may (a) ſave the Spirit in the Day 
of the Lord Feſus. And therefore. the Cenſures of 


the Church are Acts of Compaſſion, as well as Ju- 


ſtice; and are equally excuſed from Invaſion on the 


Upon the whole; Since all the Authority which 


we aſcribe to the Rulers of the Church, is no more 


than is derived to them from the Commiſſion of Chriſt, 


it muſt be conſiſtent with the Liberty which he has 
left to the reſt of his Subjects. For in whatever 
| Inftances he has given another Perſon Power to 
pteſide over us, to direct or command us, in thoſe 


he has not left us free; and conſequently, whatever 


| Liberty they take from us, while they act within the 
Limits of that Commiſſion, can be no Part of that 
| Liberty which Chriſt has left us. And if the Com- 
plaint be carried farther than this, and the Autho- 
rity given them by this Commiſſion. be objected to, 


as an Injury to Human Liberty, the Diſpute is no 
longer againſt the Perſons who exerciſe this Au- 


| thority, but againſt Chriſt who gave it. Put to 


follow this Objection would lead us into a Que- 
ſtion foreign to the Subject which I am engaged on; 


which obliges me only to ſhew, That the Ec/2/7, pe 
cal Authority, with the Limitations under which I 
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(a) 1 "Cor. V. 5. 


P 2 have 


Rights, and Cruelty to the Soul of the Criminal. 


have" affected it) ds n Abriogment ot bur Chriftian 


an Anſwer to it, either from the Reſtrictions under 


| courſe and Direction f all his Servants; by which 6 
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If in defending the Authority ofs the Church 
from This, or the Former Reproach I Hate omit. 
ted the Conſderation of any Objectiön, which 
may be thought of Weight in chis Controverſy, 1 
am inclined to hope it will notbe*difficult to find 


which I ftated the ſeveral Powers of the Church, 
in the preceding Part of this Diſcourſe, or from what 
I have added in farther Explication or Support of 
my Aſſertions in this ; and that from the whole it 
will appear, that nothing has been affirmed of the Iſa 
Powers of ſome, or the Duties of others, as Mem- Bp 
bers of the Viſible Church, but what is reconcileable gail 
to the Authority reſerv'd to Chrift as Head, and the Hime 
Liberties that belong to all Chriftians as Members of I tair 


the Inviſible. | wt 
* 5 1 8 | a the 
* ; * IV: e 1-0 ma 
R e e oe 


That the Powers aſſigned to rhe Rulers, and the If che 
Submiſſion required from the Subjects, are ih © 
agreeable to thoſe Images under which the | bu 
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Viſible Church is repreſented in Seripture. in 


HE Viſible Church of Chrift is repreſented | A 
to us, in Scripture, under ſevetal Emblems ot D 
Images, Which have been generally referr'd to in | th 
this Controverſy ; and it may, perhaps, be a farther | 
Proof or. Illuſtration of what I have aſſerted, to ob- hi 
ſerve, in one Inſtance, which will comprehend all * 
that can be inferred ftom the reſt, That theſe Ing, 
repreſent to us the Frame and OEconomy of his N 
Scciety, in a manner àgreeable to what has been ! 
taught concerning it. W 1 
Let us then conſider it as the Family of an abſent P 
Maſter, who has left his Will for the general Re- t 


Will, 
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m Mil, mevertheleſs, he has placed ſome in Stations 
Pt Superiority over others, with a particular De- 
oh Hignation to certain Offices, and a ſpecial. Appoint- 
it. Inent to Iv rat the Inferiors according to the beft 
ch f their Underſtanding, in the true Meaning and 
IInport of his Will z and has alſo given them Authority 
id not only to Teach, but Command ſuch Performances 
et Nas appear to them agreeable to his Mill; and to make 
h, uch farther Rules or Orders, as ſhall from time to 
at Itime appear conducive to the Peace and good Diſ- 
of Neipline of the Family; provided they join nothing 
it Ncontraty to what he has preſcribed : And has, at the 
ſame time, veſſed them with Power to correct and 
puniſh ſuch as viſibly offend againſt. the Laws or- 
dained by the Maſter, or ſuch Orders as they are 
impower d to make, either by Suſpenſion from cer- 
tain Privileges of the Family, or, if they continue 
obſtinate and unreclaimed, by a total Excluſion from 
[the Society of it: And in the ſame Will has com- 
manded all the Taferior Servants to ſubmit themſelves 
to their Superior, in the juſt. Exerciſes of theſe 
Powers and Offices, which he has committed to 
chem; net; indeed, to do any thing in Obedience 
Jo them, which is apparently contrary to his Will; 
„but to conſult them in all Difficulties, and to re- 
ceive their Direction, and obey their Commands, 
in all Things not manifeſtly forbidden by his Will. 
And even where they cannot comply with the 
Direction, patiently ro ſubmit to the Penalties of 

their Refuſal. "7 Den 
in this Image of a Family, thus conſtituted, we 
bave an exact Repreſentation of the Church of Chriſt, 
and of the Authority aſſigned to ſome, and the Da- 
ties. and Submiſſion required. from others of the 
Members ot it. And if in ſuch a Family the Sa- 
premacy of the Maſter, and all Rights of the Subject, 
| confiitent with Peace and good Government, are 
preſerved, notwithſtanding the Powers veſted in 
the ſuperior Servants of it, It will be difficult to aſſign 
any Reaſon, why. the ſame Powers may nor be 15 

> _ ErCiie 


riors in ſuch a Family miſtake their Maſter's Dire- 


agreeable to it: It cannot be ſaid,” that they are 


to ſubmit ; becauſe he is by the plain Direction of 


the very 


 fallible, as well as the Ruler; and may either ima- 
Sine tant Action to be contrary co che Will: of tte 
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Jane is impoſſible, indeed, by the wiſolt Cong , 
r prevent all Irregularities in a Society, where 
dminiftration muſt be placed i the Hands off 
= and yet weak and paſſionate Agents: The Sy, 
periors will ſometimes miſtake iti the Exerciſe of 
their Power, and ſometimes, - perhaps, deſighedly 
pervert it. But ſince the ſecret Malice and Inten- 
tion of the Heart can be judged of by none but 
God, whenever the Adminiſtration of the Ruler 
appears irregular, Charity obiiges' us to epnlider | it 
only as miſtaken. Ore 
Let the . Caſe then be fu opoled, "That oY Sune- 


ion, and either Teach or Command any thing not 


guilty of a deſign'd Uſurpation upon the Authority 
of their Maſter 3 becauſe: they think in their Conſci. 
ence that they are obeying it; and that what they 
do is a Duty which their Station requires from them. 

The Queſtion is, How the Inferior is to behave 
himſelf. with reſpect to ſuch a Command? Now if 
he perceives, and is perſuaded in his Conſcience, 
that the Action required is contrary to the Will of 
the Mafter, it is his Duty not to perform it: But I. 
if he is not forbid by the Will to ſubmit to the Pe- g 
nalties of his Incompliance, ne is certainly bound . 


the 7/71, baundꝭ to ſubmit ao the Authority of theſe 
Superiors, as far as he can do ic without acting con- 
trat y to che Mili. | 
An Exemption, Hadeed, . from 211 Ponalties, in 
ſuch a, Caſe, wou'd in its Effects vacate the whole 
Conſtitution of the Family, and put an End to 
3 of it, as a Society. For it muſt be 
remembred, that the Subject is alſo paſſionate and 


Maſter 
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N eee diedhed by it): or) from 
eic gf, Matioy and Oppoſition, may pretend a | 
Perſuaſion of Conſcience when he is not really ſo | 
Perſusded. But we will allow him the Favout of I 
e ame charitable Suppoſition that was claimed | 
or the Rhler, and conſider bim only as mifaken, By [0 
Wis. mutual Allowance the State of the Caſe is re- 
luced;.co this; That the Superior thinks the Action 
nm auded by the Mater, and the Inferior thinks it 
hidden. Here then is the Reaſon or Opinion of 
he Inferior oppoſed to the Reaſon or Opinion of 
he Superior: And if one cannot convince the other, 
hich mutt take place? Shall the Superior act againft 
is Conſcience, and omit the Duty of his Station, 
decauſe the Inferior, conceives it not to be his Du- 
y 2 Whoſe Conviction is he to be governed by, 
bis 03,, or his Inferiors? If by his own, he muſt pro- 
ed to command the Action, and, upon Refuſal of 
Obedience, to inflict the Penalty, as his Duty ap- 
dears to rgquire him. If by his Isferior's, here is 
he Conſcience of one Man ſubjected and over-ru- 
800 the Sentiments of another; with this addi- 
onal, Abſurdity, that this Power is given to the 
nferior, over the Superior. He who has a Com- 
iſion to Teach and Govern, is to receive his Dire- 
tions how to execute this Commiſſion from him 
Who.is to be taught and governed by it. The Reſult, 
In bort, will be this, That there will be no Com- 
million, or Superiority: at all; but every one will 
de equal and independent; and conſequently, the 
Fami will be diſſolved, and the Parts of it have 
o more, Conncction with one another, than any 
other Perſons who are no way related. We can- 
ot therefore ſuppoſe, that a wiſe Maſter wou'd 
leave ſuch a Degree of Liberty or Exemption of 
the Inferiors from the Authority of the Supertors, 
25 Won d, in its Conſequences, deſtroy the very 
5 of that Society which he intended ſhould ſub- 
at zill his coming again. Whereas, admit but this 
ene Obligation on the Subject to ſubmit to the mou | 
Tr Eee nelties 
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| the Subject any thing contrary to his; an 

| may 
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; is ſo obvious, that I need not detain the Reader 

| with a particular Application of it. 

ö de — TOES TECTED EP ESL ES WEE (B49 Wps {10 
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j That the Idea given of the Viſible Church is 10 
. not inconſiſtent with the Principles of ou ad! 
Reformation. e 500: 301 | 
g UT I am obliged. to take notice of one Ob- of 
: jection which has been made to the Doctrine I to 
, J have aſſerted, which is, That the Authority W M 
4 placed in the Ruler: of the Church, and the Sub- 


miſſion required from the Subjects to it, lay the Re. 
0 formation of this Church under the Charge of a Rebe. 
lion againſt its ſpiritual Paſtors: But che Anſwer to 


| this T think is very obvious; viz. 5 
I That the Reformation of this Church was not an 2 


Oppoſition to any juſt Authority, but a Vindication Il ] 
of its own Rights from the uſurped Tyranny of ano- If de 
ther Church, and conſequently no Rebellion, 1 

Had the Church of Rome received a Commmiſſion © 

from Chriſt to preſcribe Laws, and extend its Cen- ¶ mi 

! | ſures to allother Churches, tho we might and ought I un 

to have refuſed our Compliance with any Impoſiti- 

ons which we were convinced were contrary to the 
Laws of Chriſt; yet we cou'd not, without Rebellin 
againſt che Commiſſion of Chriſt, have totally fe- 

} jected the Authority which He had given that Church 

a over us. But the Cafe was quite otherwiſe ; we 

i only reſumed the juſt Authority of which they ho 


2 
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robbe us: Ku as 2 Chutch equally independent 
on Ther, as they on Us, we, by our own proper 
Power reform'd the Corruptions which they Fad in- 
troduced 1mon "ea "wn" ene MO: 

If the Oßjeckion be farther urged, That our Refor- 


mation Was begun and carried on in oppoſition to 
che then Lawfol Paſtrs and Rulers of this Church, 


the Aﬀertion will be found contradicted by Hiſtory; 
from whence it may te proved that the Reformation, 


now Eftabliſh'd among us, and which alone Iam 


concern'd to defend, was.begun and derived down 
to us by the Hands of a proper Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity (a): And conſequently it cannor, from the 
Principles I have laid down, be charged with Re- 
bellivn' againft' thofe whoſe Authority J am obliged to 
R | 

As for the Methods, by which the Reformation 


was introduced into any other Churches, They are 


to anſwer for themſelves. , Only I defire the Reader 
to obſerve, from the few Citations referr'd to in the 
Margin (6b), out of Multitudes which might be 


Dr. Baſier, Liberty of the Britannick Church, pag. 45. Fuller, 
Church Hiſt, pg. 188. 194. 

b) Calvin Ep. ad Favell. | 

emper hoc in Ecclefia valuit, quod veteribus ſynodis fuit 


, 
— 
* 
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decretum ; ut qui ſubji ci communis Diſcipline legibus nolu- 


crit, munere abdicetur. 

_ Jdem Ep. ad Protec. Anglia. | | 
Expedit quidem proſpicere deſultoriis Ingeniis quz ſibi ni- 

mium licere volunt.— Ratio autem expedita ad eam Rem 

una eſt, ſi extet quædam ſumma Doctrinæ ab omnibus recepta, 

quam inter Pradicandum omnes ſequantur, & ad quam obicr- 


wards, in the ſame Epiſile, ---- Cerebroſi Quidam qui fub Evau- 
zelii Nomine af invectam volunt, ultore gladio coerceri--- 
A. Con. in r CU 14. 11-0606. 4 
Non poteſt haberi quod Paulus hic exigir, niſi additis con- 
ſitutionibus, tanquam vinculis, quibus cd & decotum ſer— 
vetur. | | | 

Melang hon Loci Com. Cap. de Polit. Eccles, a 
Nes iegi nec Ccerceri Homines poſſunt, itaque [ci- 
amus 
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0 a) Vide Archbiſhop Laud againſt Fiſher, p. 100, Tor. 


vandam omnes Epiſcopi & Parochi aſtringaniur. And after- 


gin'd They cou'd be ſo inconſiſtent with T 
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produced, That the moft conſiderable of the Re- 
formers abroad aſſert the Neceſſity of an Eve! 
Diſcipline, and the Authority belonging, ta the Ruler 
of the Church in every Inſtance of Power which 
I have aſcribed to Them. And it cannot be ima- 


ger ſelves, 
as to aſſert Principles with which their own Refor- 
mation cou'd not be reconciled. | 

From the whole that has been offer 


2rd, I hope, it 
will appear, that the Powers which I have aſcribed of 
to the Rulers of the Church, are duly ſubordinate ſh © 
to, and conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt a 
Head of it; and that the Subje#iow which I have 
required from the Inferiors to theſe Powers, as Mem. Þ 

bers of the Viſible Church, is perfectly conſiſtent 
with thoſe Duties which are injoyn'd them, and 
thoſe Liberties which are reſery'd to them by Chriſt ;. , 
as Members of the Inviſible, 38 


— 


Ecclefiam. 
Confeſſ. Bobem. C. 8. Sect. 10. p. 12. 


Abſque Ordinis conſtitutione & Adminiſtratione externa non 
poteſt bono eſſe loco (eccleſia) aut bene cum ipſa agi, ſicut 
nec cum alia, vel minima, communitate. "gh 


amus diſſipatis Ordinationibus Ecclefiafticis periclitari etiam 


Q 
N 
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Of "the Abſurd and Deftrative Conſe- 
© quences that follow from affirming any 
- thing of the Church under the Idea of 
Inviſible, which is contrary to its Con- 


ſtitution as a Vilible Society. 


CI Kan gi & ir: LIE IS IL IS EET f N 


CHAP. 
The Reaſons of this Inquiry. 


2 F * of this Subject in the foregoing Refle- 


*. N I » o . 
5 ctions, 1 hope It will appear that the 


% 


vm Church of Chriſt may be conſider'd un- 
der the Diſtinction of Viſible and Inviſible, and yet 
[remain a City at Unity in its ſelf, built upon the Fuunda- 
tion of the Apoſtles and Prophets; Jeſus Chrift himſelf 
being the chief Corner Stone: That Chriſt has actually 
given thoſe Powers to the Miniſters and Officers 


of his Church, which we have aſſerted as neceſſary 


to its Polity under the former Idea, and that theſe 


are perfectly conſiſtent with his own Supremacy, 


and thoſe Rights and Immunities which belong to 


"8 Members of his Church conſider'd under the 
latter. | 


And whoever reflects with any Attention on this 


Subject, cannot but obſerve with what admirabie 


Q 2 Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and OEconomy the Divine Author of this 
Society has adapted every Part of its Viſible and Ex- 
ternal Conſtitution, to promote the Interbal Influence 
of his on Laws and Authority on the Confclence 
of his Subjects; and on the other ſide, how: natu- 
rally we are led by a juſt Reverence for the Ma. ver! 
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i ſter to honour and obey the Commiſion He has gi- if I 
10 ven his Servants. And finee the dnly ObjeRions ſpla 
f that have been offer'd againſt the Powers aſcribed to Icha 
j the viſible Officers of the Church have been Suggeſti- Nane 
4 ons of their Inconfiftency with the Supremacy of ſtab 
; Chrift, or the Rights and Liberties of his Difciples; def 
B Having ſhewn that this Charge is without Founda- co 
. tion, and that the Powers claim'd to the Viſb l far 
þ Church ate conſiſtent with what the Objecters them- mj 
0 ſelves affirm of Chrift, or his Members, under the tw 
1 Idea of the Inviſible, I might now preſume my ſelf I For 
8 excuſed from following this Subject any farther. | ac 
4 But it cannot but be obſerv'd, That the Perſons Win: 
: who have lately revived this Diſpute concerning kc- th: 
. cleſiaſtical Authority, have taken a great deal of Pains L. 
J to load the Powers aſſerted to the Officers of the ed 


U Church, with a long Train of the moſt invidious tie 
Abſurdities, and to expoſe all who appear in Defence th 
of them to the Jealouſy or Averſion of Men, as Abet; th 
ters of Spiritual Tyranny and inclined to Popery, Now, 1D 
5 tho I have the Satisfaction to hope that ſome An- cs 
5 {wer may be found to every one of theſe Reproach- | w 
es in the foregoing Pages; yet becauſe à conſide- ] 


: rable Part will be always found among Mankind a] 
| more capable of Influence from Addreſſes to their 


5 Paſſions, than from Reafoning and Argument; and 4 
4 a much greater, Who, without entring into the d 
true State and Merits ef a Queſtion are determined ti 
agzinſt that Side which is charg'd with the moit I} © 


odious Conſequences, tis to be fear'd; that many iſ V 
| may receive ſich Impreſſions from theſe Declami- i ” 
tions deliver'd under the inſinuating Diſguiſe of 2 1 
| Zeal for Publick Liberties, as may prejudice them 


againſt all that can be offer'd on the other Sid, 


h 
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It: mayo therefor be farther, neceſſary; in order to 
Pprecute an impartial Hearing, To ſnew) that the 
e principles and Doctrines aſſerted by the Authors of 
theſa Re ptoaches are attended with Abſurdities, at 
leaſt equal to choſe which they impute to their Ad- 
h fs Bu wil fol ap wn 

It iss indeed a general, and perhaps a juſt Com- 
plaint, that in Controverſies each Side is apt te 
charge the other with Abſurdities which they diſown; 


table. If They, who in the preſent Diſpute have 
defended the viſible Oeconomy of the Church, have 
committed any Offence of this kind, their Adver- 
ſaries have very liberally repaid it. But I aſſure 
my ſelf this Difference will be obſerv'd be- 
| tween: them, that the Abſurdities charged on the 
Fermer are ſuch, as few (I believe none) have been 
actually led into by any Doctrine they have taught 
in aſſertion of their Principles. But tis notorious, 


Latter are daily underſtood, and publickly defend- 


| ties Which are charged upon them: And therefore, 
| tho' we ſhou'd ſuppoſe the Intention of the Au- 
thors on both Sides equally innocent; yet the 
Danger we are perſuaded to fear from the one, 
cannot with reaſon be ſo much apprehended as 
| what we actually feel from the Other, g 

The Errors indeed of either Extreme equally 
alter that wife Temperament and Subordination in 
| which the Supremacy of Chriſt and the Authority of bis 
Miniſters are adjuſted to each other, and are equally 
deſtructive of Chriſtian. Religion. Nay, we are 
farther ready to own, that whoever aſcribes an ex- 
orbitant Power to the viſible Officers of the Church, 
who: teaches that their Determinations are the ulti- 


have an abſolute: Power of withliolding or denying 
| the Graces of the Goſpel, &c. ſtrikes at the very 
Foundations of Chriſtianity. Theſe are Acts of 


and for which therefore they ought not to be accoun- 


that the Principles and Doctrines advanced by the 


| ed, as unanſwerable Proofs of thoſe very Abſurdi- 


mate Rule of Mens Faith and Actions, that they 


9 ex n - ++ PFF RIS" i. 13: 
. EK 2 


2 


p 
4 
7 


| have wanted Vigilance to guard againſt them, or 
Teal to oppoſe them. But with reſpe to the pre- 


will oblige us firſt to guard againſt theſe latter Ad- 
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incommunicable Supremacy, and the Reverence and. 
Allegiance of Men will terminate in thoſe, Perſons 
in whom theſe Powers are placed, and conſequently. is 
Chriſt will be left only a Name in his Church with. 366 
out Power or Authority, Theſe Conſequences. weir: 


_ acknowlege, and theſe Doctrines we deteſt; and Inas! 


whenever they have appear'd among us, neither ſaga 
the Governours, nor the Members of This. Church, wer 


ſent Controverſy, ſince we have no juſt Reaſon to 
believe, that the Principles afferted by thoſe who de- 
fend the Eceleſiaſtical Authority have led, or can lead 
any one into theſe Abſurdities ; And the deſtructive 
Cenſequences charg'd on the Doctrines of. thoſe Why 
who appear againſt them, are not only actually in- ſhy 
ferr'd from them, but contended for with warmth, 
applauded and encouraged ; Prudence and Duty 


verſaries, and not ſuffer our ſelves to be amuſed with 


the Purſuit of an imaginary Enemy, while a real | fol 


and preſent Danger is entring in at our Doors. 


A f 
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HRA HR. | 
Of che Abſurdities that follow from denying the | 
Church to he à Viſible Society. | 


— 


IHE general Abſurdiij with which I have charg- 
ed that levelling Scheme of Religion, Which I 
denies the Officers of the Church thoſe Miniſterial I 
Powers which J have aſcribed to them is, That upon 
theſe Principles tis impoſſible the Church of Chriſt 
can ſubſiſt a vibe Sociei x. 
That this is a neceſſary Conſequence from theſe t. 
Principles, is evident, becauſe a viſible Society, in s 
the very Notion of it, is a Number of Perſons, whoſe | 5 
10 

˖ 


External Behaviour is govern'd by the ſame Syſtem 
of ſtated Laws: Now Laws for externat Behaviour 


without 
| 
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pithout external Penalties affix d to the Breach of 
them, and Penalties without ſome Perſons autho- 
28d to inflict them, are uſeleſs and ine ffectual Pro- 


ence of every Society, If, therefore, Chriſt 
has left all his Diſciples in a State of perfect Equality 
and independence on one another, if none is diſtin- 
guiſh'd by any Commiſſion or Authority from another, 
the Church of Chriſt muſt, upon theſe Principles, be 
Number of looſe inconnected Perſons, without the 
leaſt Appearance of being form'd into a viſible Society. 
Tf it be thought no Abſurdity to affirm, that the 
Church of Chriſt is not a viſible Society, it might be 
ſufficient to ſnew, that this Aſſertion is contradicted 
by the cleareſt Proofs from Scripture and Autiquity, 
by which it appears, that the Church, of Chriſt was 
Wat firſt inſtituted, and in all ſucceeding Ages govern'd 
Wis a wi/tble Society, ſome of which have been ofier'd 
to the Reader in the preceeding Reflections. But J 
follow from this Poſition. And, 
* 1, If all Chriftians are ena and undiſtinguiſh'd, 
by any Commiſſion, from one another, as they muſt 
be if the Church is not a viſible Society); Then the 
| Sacraments appointed by Chriſt cannot be ædminiſter d, 
nor the Word preach d among them; for who ſhall 
F officiate in theſe Ordinances? 
{ If it be ſaid, that all the Lord's People are Hoh, all 


'53w 


| equally Prieſts, and may officiate in theſe Inſtances 


to one another: It may be ſufficient, I think, to ob- 
ſerve that, among all the wild Schemes of Religion 
advanced in theſe latter Ages, and all the Experi- 
ments that have been made to Divide and Diſſipate 


yore — — þ 


Theory, yet this alone cou'd never yet be reduced 
to Practice: And therefore they who contrived the 


Scheme, found themſelves obliged to reject the Sa- 


1 
U 
, 


| that it was impoſlible to retain theſe Ordinances 
| without 


viſions for that Order and Union which is the very 


wou'd here only obſerve the Inconveniences that muſt 


the Church of Chriſt, tho' this has been offer'd in : 


Sect of the Luakers, which comes the neareſt to this 


| crament as uſeleſs and unneceſſary, from a Conviction 


3 
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ag ſome Peifons krönt others to'od; 


ate in them But even theſe Euchuffafts eee 


are manifeſtly form'd into à vl Shelech, Tho' of 


their own deviſing, and withour any Aale to the * 


Church inſtituted by Chriſt; and, Without Tuch 
Combination, They had long fi fi nice 'dilappear'd' and 


come to nothing, 
It has been farther offer'd by ſome, That "any 


Number of Chriftians may agree together, and 


chooſe one or more Perſons to Expound the Scripture 
Baptize, &. But I muft obſerve, that this deſtroys 
the Suppoſition contended for: For the Authors of 


this Scheme agree with us fo far, chat the Church is 


a viſible Society, and that viſt ble Officers are necel. 
fary for the Adminiſtration of Religion in it; only 
in this we differ, That we affirm that this Society 
was at firſt Inſtituted and the Officers of it appointed 
by Chrift and his Apoflles ; and that this Authori'y 
was derived down by a regular Ordination to their 
Succeſſors. They on the contrary affirm, That 
Chriſt left it to the whole Multitude of his Subſectz, 
to form themſelves into a viſible Society, and chooſ: 
Officers for the Adminiſtration of it, and that no o- 
ther Ordination 1s neceſſary to theſe Offices but the 
choice of the People. Now it might eaſily be ſhewn 
that this Hypotheſis is not only contrary bf the plain 
Evidence of Fact, but attended with the greateſt 
Abſurdities, and inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of Chriſt, the Founder of this Society, 
Buc what I am here principally concern d to obſerve 


is, That this Scheme of Chriſtianity equally fup- 


poſes the Church to be a viſible Society with t : 
former, and that not only when actually conftituted 
under Officers ſo choſen, but as ſoon as ever the 
Members of it agree rogether, either to chooſe ſuch 
Officers, or obſerve any common Rule, They ac 
as a Bod), and become a ville Socjery, | And there 
fore, 

' Uolefs we ſuppole the Church to be 4 wiſh 
Society, tis impoſſible that any Number bf Chrilt? 


ans 


7 
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ans.ſhoy'd. aſſemble to ether, in a Congregation for 


the Wo rſhip af. God; for this cannot be done with- 


preeing upon ſome Rules to be obſerv'd in it. 
ele, Moment Men conſent to act by the 
lame ſotial P's they become a viſible Syciery. And 
if_no püblick Offices of Religion can be admini- 
ſter'd; and no Congregation aſſembled for Divine 
Worſhip, unleſs we admit the Church to be a vi/ble 
Feciery 3; JL. may be allow d without inlarging farther 
in the Proof of it, to Infer a 

2d. Concluſion ; vix. That ſuppoſi ing the Church 
to be no viſible Society, the very Profeflion of Chri- 
ſtianity mutt ſoon be extinguiſh'd. 

It cannot but be obſery'd, that all the Sects and 
Denominations of Religion, whoſe Names have 
been ever heard of in the World, have appear'd 
under the Form of viſible . and if any 
particular Enthuſiafts have purſued any Chimerical 
Scheme of an inviſible Church, their Project has 
periſh d with them: And if Chriſt had left his 
Sen, without any Obligation to external Union, 

a viſible Society, his Religion had had the ſame 
| Fate, and. been ong ſince forgotten. 

It has been pretended that the Laws of Charity 
and Benevolence, are ſufficient Proviſions for all the 


Union that Chriſt ever intended among his Diſciples: 


t Theſe unite us only as Men, and not as Chriſti- 


| an; ; Theſe Duties are indeed preſcribed to us by 


the. Goſpel with greater Accuracy and Refinement 


than by any other Inſtitution; but ſtill they are but 


| 7, more correct Edition of che common Rules. of 
| Hamann Something more is required to Unite 
and Diſtinguiſſ us as Obriſtians, viz, Such a Pro- 


feſſion of Faith, « Participation in ſuch Ordinances, 


and the Obſervation of thoſe Laws which embody 
us AS 2. viſible. Society, and without theſe I reſume 
that the Church of Chriſt will quickly become In- 


| viſt ble ina Senſe that wilt-imply its utter Deſtruction. 


It is evident, that all the Deſigns which have been 


bora d ata e tam ſince its firſt Inſtituti- 
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on, have endeavour'd its Suhverſion as a uit -Scei.¶ or 
e; And chat the preſent Enemiss of che Goſpe 
among us purſue the ſame. Maxims, appears from 


the Applauſe and Triumph with whichcthey, receive 


all 'Nomons, which tend to diſſolve. the External Po- 


lity of the Church, and withdraw Mens reſpegt from 


o 
* 


thoſe Offices and Adwminifirationg without Which it 
cannot ſubſiſt. They are contented; that the Duties 


which flow from our internal Relation to Obriſt, 
and belong to us as Members of his Inviſchle Church, 
ſnou'd be preſs'd and recommended, provided the 
Submiſſion we owe to thoſe whom He bag appointed 


to Rule over us, be left out of the Catalogue, and 


all choſe. Laus, Duties, and Offices, which: incor 
porate and unite us as a viſible Sociem; ber expoled 
as Prieſteraft and Impoſture : Becauſe They fee; plain- 
ly that theſe Principles will ſo effectually aſſiſt them 


in ſubverting the Church as a viſible Society, that not 


even a ſingle Congregation can be form d pon 


them: And they are very well ſatisfied, that if They] 
can once diſſolve thoſe Ties which unite us together 


orld, however gliffsrant in other ret- 
d All. ig;propoling ſome Form of 2 


Among Others, indeed, we have 2 
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or "— Society; but à Spiritual and inviſible Fellow- 
i bel 57 en ev I Eyes, not govern d by Out- 


* 
fo 


= 


Form and Orders. That Chriſt, lt the Holy Spirit, 
ae be only Officers in it (a), That there is wo N ing 
of. Cg in, (50 bt all are Prieſts alike, gh 

Powes! Hike! Ke Bar when He comes to tell 

how Religion! is to be"exertciled and adminifter'd in 

this Chatch; He is forced to allow it Power to ga- 

ther it elf nber to appoint Officers to Judge all Do- 

Grin be); And in mort 5 as very a 95 le So- 

ciery, with "Officers, Legiſlative Authority, arid Ju- 

tiſdickion, as any of tho e which He te 9 op- 
poſed ard levis as Chareties of 4% abd'of Ani; 
thrift this only Difference, that whereas The fy 


> Sa r AKA & = 


— 
FI. 


were eicher Monarchical, Ariflocratical,” or mix 
of n His 5 form d upon che Model of A Demo- 


BT S. 7 


Nt 


ö the Practice and judgment of all Ages, paſt and 
g pteſent, and of all Men, Friends, and Enemies con- 
cur in affirming this Propoſition, That the Profeſſion 
end Exerciſe of Chriſtian Revigion cannot ve preſervd, 
n- nori the Church of Chriſt ſab ſiſt, wileſs we allow It to act 
in If ar 4 ſible” Society. And if this be acknowledg'd 2 
*. tue Propoſition, It neceſſarily follows, That all 


7k Doctrines which tend to ſubvert the Church as a 
it N vi/ihle Sve equally rend to extirpate Cry | 


from che Earth. And ſince the Church of Chri 
cannot ſubſfiſt as à Vichle Society, without ſome 48 
yi 8 ſons diftinguiſh'd by ſuch Powers and Offices, as 


4 are _neceſfary for the Adminiſttation of its Po ty 5 


n Whoever "teaches that #6? Thriftian has theſe Pow- 


„ers, or is "diftinguiſh'® by any Office or Com- 
2 miſſion from another, Aves. a Doatine, which 
a it ir were e tee d he] et £9! 


ry" 1765 


ds Chriſtian Relig ion. 
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Ward © ntl ii able 'Offiters, \ according to ourbard viſible 


Fro hät fas been obſerv'd it appears. tbat 
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 Slagder under which the has often 7abour'd, and by 
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V Fectaries; and, I think, I need not trouble my ſelf 


which ſhe, has been once gefroy'd, it more particu- 


Dis for: e H Pp 100 av itt 

n acc) Mts . K Sz od h „ea 
Of the Advantage given 1 Popery by. theſe g 
ng. Lua Wes 4 Vie. Prinoiples. in Leys 75 = 76 Sod 
{& 117 


h An 5 ii AS want nd ates) 1 2 | 
ie a, ſuffici nt Ballance for theſe Abſar ities, it 


* is at againſt the Pringiples and Doctrine 
of thaſe who aſſert the external Polity of the"Charch, 
That they neceſſarily lead us to Popery. It tnaythere- 
fore be worth our while to cohſider in a fe Pages 

which Side, in the Conduck of this DiſÞiite,” have fan 
given the greateſt Advantages to that eligion. I wil 


— 


aſſure my {elf it will appear from à Compariſon, 100 
that the Powers, which either the preceding Dil. Fe. 
courſe, or, fo far as I know, any other Author of the 
this Church who has engaged in this Controverſy, Gt 
aſcribe to.the.v;/z5/e Officers of the Chriſtian, Church, the 


e * 2 bw: id {. = #03 Crs * A. 5 * 
are no other than the Church of England claims to 


her Miniſters; and conſequently this Charge is it 
Effect laid againſt the Doctrines and ro hole LW. 
of his Church, and can be look d on as nothing elſe, fe 
but a Revival of the old Clamours againſt Pop N W 
and Prelacy. BY COLIBE,: 


N * 


It might indeed have been hoped, that this Church 
ſhou'd, for one Age at leaſt have been ſecure from 
this Calumny, and that none who remember'd with 
how reſolute a Zeal ſhe oppoſed Popery in a late 

Reign, ſhou d ſu ſpect Her of any Inclination wo 
return to that Communion. But becauſe this is 4 


8 4 


r 


* 1 


lariy concerns us to defend her Doctiines or Dil 


15 


cipline from this Imputation 
In order to this, oP beg leave to obſerve, that P. 
pery is a Word of very ambignous' and uncertain 
Application: If we lock with Attention into that 
'conflifed Multitude who join in this Oac<cry, againl 
us, we ſhall find that the Mutiny is led on by 4 
Set of Deiſts, Arians, Socinians | and other Hereticks, 
and the Rear of it is. brought up by 2 Rabble of 


m_ 1 was FA. 


With 
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vith proving, that ? Popery the Former of theſe 
©. Snean Chriſtianity, and the Latter the Church of Eng- 
eſe, at; ant” with" eſe many honeff and 
ans are prevail'd on to joyn, deceiv'd by an Equi- 
it Nrocal Word, who by Popery mean the ſame thing 
hat we 905 the 'T ranny and Corruptions of the 
8 Rome. Nou we reatlily acknowledge, 
. that after the iy which the two' Former” of theſe 
5 call Popery, ſo worſhip we the God of bur Fathers; 
and his Son Jeſus Chriſt,” And the Laß, we hope, 
{will be perſuaded to ſeparate themſelves from the 

| Counſels of theſe wicked Men, who by ſuggeſting 
Fears of Popery, where no ſuch Fear is, wou d drive 
chem into Concluſions deſtructive of this Proteſtant 
„Church, and of Chriftianicy it ſelf. To reſcue 
them from this Deluſion T deſire them to recollect. 
Firſt, That Popery has never been ſo unanſwer- 
ably baffled as by the Clergy of this Church, who 
who have not found dene es obliged by their De- 

- fence of it, to depart from any of thoſe Doctrines, 
| which are now repreſented as fayouring their Ad- 
L verſaries (a). al 


* 
1 ' * 
1M 


| Minifters of the Church are clearly proved to have 
been : deliver'd down to them by Chriſt and his 
e face who we preſume will not be ſuſpected of 
0 Inclinations to Popery, But, 

a - -:7hirdly, I muft eſpecially obſerve, That this very 
; | Charge of; promoting Popery, may wich much greater 


. juſtice be return'd on the Authors of it, than it 


dn be imputed: to thoſe on whom they labour to 

fix it. We cannot give Pp a greater "Advantage 
- than. by reckoning any Wa e Pcimitive' Truths of 
Chriſtianity among che Corruptions oft n er 


t Hoc Ithacus  weljt \ magno. mercentur Atiidæ. | 


For (theſe Articles being capable of clear and i . 
' conteſtable Proofs, tis 5 for the Miſſemarier of 


* 


8 


Both Printed: jn 1686. . 
that 


good +Chriz 


\ Secondly, That all the Powers we claim to "= 


1 (a) Vid. The two Anfwers to the Biſhop. of Aſaaux's Expo- 
f fition of the Dottrine of the Catholick Church, Feet, 20. 
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hie Apoſtles, and that without them it could not 


Every good Proteſtant, that our Enemies of the Church f 
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that Religion, by, ſhewing how much it ig injuredppon 
in theſe Imputations to: perſuade Men, that they atHere 
equally abuſed in all other: And that all che Doiſjuc 1 
crines objected to, will, upon Eraminacianz de 
found as well ſupported} as theſqgaGG. 

„Andi ſo again, when tis declarad; that the Ref 
mation. cannot he defended but upon ſuch Principle; 
as. are apparently deſtructive of ll Ode and Poli 
ty in the Church of Chriſt,,ſincs.it may be pvovet 
to any reaſonable Man, that an External Order and 
Polity were infticured.in the Church by Chritt and 


Sole 


ſubſiſt; This Concluſion muſt appear una voidable 
to him, that the Reformation cannot e defended but 

upon ſuch Principles as contradict an Infticucion 
of - Chriſt and his Apoſtles, . and are in their Con- 
ſequences ſubverſive of the Chciſtian Religion; and 
what his next Inference muft be, need not be ſug- pak: 
geſtet. IOGQE, 29 1 


-It certainly W fariobs Fee Crow g 


of Rome have labour'd ſor the Proof of no Poim 
with more Application than that which is here in 
effect granted them, viz. That the Principles upon 
w hich the Reformation was founded, are inconſiſtent 


with all Order, Diſcipline, and OBconomy in the Ine 


Viſible Church. Whoever looks into the Christian ol 
Aoderator (a), Fiat Lux (5), Par vob, the Prot.; N Pt 
Pan's Plea for a Socinian (e), and many other Authon WF 
of the Romiſo Church in our own Language, will E 
rater ſee that the ſole Aim and Driſt of thoſe tt 
ks is to expoſe the Reformation as form d upon 
theſe; Poſitions as its Prineiples, - Tbat no. Chritian' 1 
has Awhority 10 be Ruler m Ouide tb another in Mater: i © 
72 n every one hase Right tu inierpret Scrip- 
ture , as He, eh, to beliewe what, He pleaſes,” and ta 


a0 


| (a) Printed Aun. d 
ec Ann. 1686. b ads 
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worſhip God: in wh bat Way er manner He Phaſer And a 
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neappon this Sappoß r they proceed to ſhew, That no 
all Hereſy can be convinced; no Order, no Miniſtry, 
Doi Diſei pline, no Form or Appeatance of a Ville 
de Paciety ben preſetv d in the Church upon the Prin- 
Fiples of the Reformatiun. And if the Suppoſition be 
loved; I am afraid it will be difficult to avoid. the 
en (Conſequences they deduce from it. And therefore 
oli Thoſe worchy Perſons, who have undertaken to anſ- 
ed wer any of theſe inſidious Treatiſes deny the Suppo- 
nd (#2, and prove contrary to it; That the Principles 
'nd of the Reformation acknowledge an Antbority of Rule, 
Doctrine, and Juriſdiction in ſome Chriftians over 
bly others; That they do not allow every one to Iner- 
rer as he pleaſes, to Believe as he pleaſes, or to 


on Nr.) God as he pleaſes. That the Scripture is a 
n. lan Rule in all Things neceſſary, which every one 
na obliged to underſtand in its plain Senſe; That in 
9. ll difffeult and doubtful Caſes, the Determinations 


pf our appointed Guides are a Rule which we are 
Pound to receive, and act by, and that whoever 
Preſeſſes or acts contrary to plain Scripture, in one 
Cale, or the Direction of his proper Guides in the 
other, is juſtly puniſhable by the Cenſures and Aut bo- 

rity f the Church. 8 Manis he 
But with what Triumph will their Adverſaries 


e now reply to theſe Anſwers, and appeal in proof 
„Jof their Sppoſttion to the Conceſſions of thoſe, who 
-; profeſs themſelves the greateſt Champions of the 
Prarems Cauſe? How will they inſult us with an 
EE ore tuo, when they can produce not a few En- 


thuſiaſts, but the Reverend and Rig Reverend of our 
Church declaring in Terms, that Theſe are in 
Truth che Principle, of the Reformation; and that it 


Cannot be deſended upon any other? One would 
imagine theſe Perſons muſt prevaricate in the Cauſe 
chey pretend to appear for, That the Hand of the 
Feat was with them, and that they only purſued 


the Deſign of the Authors above- mentioned. For L 
think tis impoſſible to ſerve che Intefeſts of the 
Church of Rome more effectually, than by repreſen- 
| nn a | ting 
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ting the Reformation as founded on ſuch Principles a; 


the Rights of the Church, and other late Authors, who 
ſeem to Copy after the Sentiments of that Book 


have aſſerted, And whoever is convinced, that IN., 


the KN cannot be defended but upon ſuch 
Principles as Theſe, will eaſily be prevail'd on to 
make this Inference, That Salvation can only be 


had in the Church of Rome. 


. do not know whether it may be thought an 
Objection againſt theſe Doctrines, that they Ex- 
poſe the Church of England to the Malice and Scorn 
of every petulant Sectary; That they throw down 
all her Incloſures, trample her Articles, Orders 
and Diſcipline under Foot, and leave her naked 


and defenceleſs, without Authority to Correct, or 


even Rebuke her Enemies. But it cannot but raiſe 
the concern of her true Sons to ſee Thoſe who ea 
of ber Bread, and are nouriſhed in her Boſom, lift 
up the ſame Weapons againft her, by which all her 


Adverſaries labour her Deſtruction, and by which, 
as I obſerved, they once accompliſſid it. He'mutt Þ 
be a Stranger to the Hiſtory of Forty One, who has 


not obſery'd, that the Church of England was not I; 


deſtroyed by oppoſing any ſtated Scheme of Religi- Þ 
on againſt it, but by general Declamations againſt | 
the Tyranny of Impoſitions, and by Pretences of F 
reſtoring Chriſt to his Kingdom, and his Subjects to 
their Liberty; in ſhort, by the very fame licentious 
Principles, almoſt word for word that are now con- 


tended fo. | 4 
The Presbyterians, indeed, tho they join'd at firſt 
in this common Cry of the Enthuſiaſts: of thoſe 
times, which They ſaw was of ſuch excellent Uſe 
in pulling down and demoliſhing, that nothing 
could ſtand before it, yet had a farther view, and 
preſumed They ſhould be able to ſerve themſelves 
out of the Effects of it, and eſtabliſh their own Pro- 
je& of Religion upon the Ruins: But alas! They 
found themſelves miſerably deceived in the Event : 
For the ſame Engines which they made uſe of in 
I | At- 
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battering down the Church, were immediately, tur- 
nedgagainſt them; and tho' they ſtruggled hard 
2g41nſt the Stream, and preached loudly. for the 
Neceſſity of Church Diſcipline, yet they were for- 
ced to ſubmit, and were carried down by the ſame 
Torrent of Anarchy which had ſwept away the E- 
piſcopal Church before; while the Papiſt, flood by 
and laugh d at the Confuſion, telling us, that theſe 
were the neceſſary and unavoidable Fruits of the 
Principles of the Reformation, preſs'd home to their Con- 
equences (a), That, theſe were the DoGrines by 
which we ſupplanted them, and which wou'd Sup— 
plant and Overturn every Church that ſhould pre- 
tend to Act as a Viſible Society to the End of the 
World. But bleſſed be God, we are able to defend 
our Reforma: im upon better Principles than theſe, 


ſuch as are conſiſtent with that Order and Polity 
which Chriſt inſtituted in his Church; and ſuch 
[as will equally preſerve it from the Tyranny of their 
Hfarpations on the one hand, and the Confuſion of 
| Fanatick Anarchy on the other. | 


And in the Bowels of our Lord Feſas Chrift, let me 


intreat thoſe Authors who have put the Iſſue of the 


Proteſtant Cauſe upen ſuch Principles, as are de- 


ſtructive of all Order and Diſcipline in the Church 
fof Chriſt, to conſider what Advantages they give 
to the Enemies of the Reformation, of the Church of 
England, and of our common Chriſtianity. 


The Papifts, we may reaſonably fear, will be the 


| greateſt Gainers from the Confuſion which this 
Scheme tends to introduce. For the Perplexity and 


Diſtreſs which is brought upon the Mind by cheſe 


Principles, - ariſes from their apparent Inconſiſtency 
with the being of the Church as a e Society. 


Now, . whoever is convinced, that the Church of 
Chriſt is a wifble Society, and at the ſame time be- 
lieves what theſe Authors ſo confidently afſirm, that 


(a), Fiat Lux, p. 133, 139, Tor, 259. R. 7. Anſwer to 
goughen's Acthunt of the Church Cat holick, p. 110 
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139 Of che Viſible Church of C Mit. 
the Refirmarion cannot he Hefended but won theſe Prinei. the 


ples, will want very little Perſuaſion to Conclude, fes 


that this Reform'd Church cannot be the true Church 
of Chriſt. All the Adverſaries indeed of our Church 
concurr in advancing this Scheme, which in its im 
mediate Conſequences tends to diſſolve its Union, 
and deſtroy its external Conſtitution, and each have 
their ſeveral Views of Advantage from the Succeſ 
of it. For if once the Sheep can be deprived c 
their Shepherds; or which is all one,” the Shepherd; 
can be deprived of all Authority over them; eve 
Sect has its Proſpect of gathering up the diſperſed 
and ſcatter d Flock, and uniting them to themſelves i 
whilſt the common Enemies of Chriſtianity hope, 
chat tte fame Arguments will, with equal Succeſ, 
be applied to one after another, and in the Ent 
ſubvert them All. In few words; He, who by 
theſe Doctrines is convinced that the Church 0 


'Chrift is not a 7ifible Society, will probably ins 


little time fall ro the I ſhare, and He who con. 
cludes no farther from them than that the Reform 


Church cannot ſubſiſt as a Viſible Society, will nati- 


rally fall a Prey to the Papiſts. 


be preſumed, that the greater Part of thoſe whon 


theſe Doctrines may unſettle in their Religion, may] 
be unwilling totally to depart from Chriſtianity; 
he faireſt Proſpect of being ſerved} 


them. 


the Latter have t 
by | 
That they hope for uncommon Advantages from | 
the Diſtractions to which theſe Doctrines lead, ap- 


pears from their lately Reprinting Hat Lux, and 
other Treatiſes, whoſe whole Drift is to expoſe 


Reformation, 


as founded on theſe very Doctrines 
as its Principles; and I am aſſured, that Inſtances 
may be produced of Perions who merely from read- 


ing ſome late celebrated Defences of the Reforms: 
tion upon theſe Principles, have immediately, and 


without any Application from the Miffionaries cf 
Rome, come out of their Cloſets profeſt Papiſts. 
Ic may perhaps be ſaid; and I hope truly, 


And ſince it may 


that 
thele 
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ide, fetences ſhould be made from their Doctrines; That 
ch} vat they aſſert of the Equality of all Cbriſt ians, &c. 


ch They meant only of the Iaviſibie Church; in which | 


im. Application we acknowledge it to be true. Let 
on, all this be granted; yet tis evident, that this Li- 
ave mitation of their Doctrines does not appear to their 
c:h Readers, both Friends and Adverſarics underſtand 
ol them otherwiſe, and believe it to be expreſly taught 
rde in their Writings, that the Church of Chrift is not 
ery viſible Society 5 and that the Powers ordinarily 
{ef claim'd to the Miniſters of the Church, are Prieſi- 
res, craft and Uſurpation. Let theſe Authors but fairly 
pe, and explicitly declare themſelves to agree with us 
os, in theſe Points, and we have no farther any Con- 
nd troverſy with them; Let them but renounce thoſe 


by Conſequences, which the Weakneſs of Some, and 


ol the Malice of Others, has drawn from their Aſſer- 
tions, and aſſure us, that They themſelves believe 
thole Principles by which the Vilible Society of 


apprehend any Danger from their Wricings : But 
when nothing: of this is dons; when They are 
om daily underſtood in a Senſe, from which Concluſi- 
ons are inferr'd deſtructive of Chriſtianity, we think 
your ſelves equally obliged to oppoſe theſe Conclu- 
ed -fions, and prevent the Miſchieis with which They 
chreaten us, whether theſe Authors iatended them or 
not. 5 1 | 
In the preceding Diſcourſe, I have endeavour'd 
to ſhew, that without any Inconſiſtency we may 
affirm of Chriſtians, That as Members of the Inviſible 
Church, They are immediately and mly Subject to Chriſę: 
And that.as Members of the wiſible, They are Subjecl 10 
certain Officers whom Chriſt has appointed for the external. 


a r P ce e 


Government of bis Church. And if the Authors above- 


ad mention'd. did not defign to repreſent. theſe two 
all Characters as inconſiſtent with each other, I may 
hope to receive their Thanks for reſtraining their 
at Doctrines within ſuch Limitations as leave hom 
- with- 


Chrift's Church ſubſiſts, and we ſhall no longer 
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without Objection: But if they have really inteng. 
ed by general and unreftrain'd Aﬀertions concety. 
ing the Rights or Duties of Chriſtians to caft a Mi 


before the Eyes of Men, and lead them into Con. 


cluſions deſtructive of the external Conftitution of 
the Church; I hope what has been here ſuggeſted, 
will in ſome meaſure lay open the Fallacy, and pre- 
vent Mens being farther impoſed on by it. 

I] am ſenſible, that this Diſcourſe cannot preſume 
to call it ſelf a compleat Account of the Church of 


Chriſt, as diſtinguiſh'd by theſe two Ideas of wi/i5,| 
and Inviſible, a Subject of ſuch Extent and Importance, 

that any one Man's Life would be very fully and uſe. Þ 
fully imploy'd in the Conſideration of it. But my] 
Deſign oblig'd me to conſider it only fo far as appeard] 
neceſlary to infer this Concluſion, That what is af. 
firin'd of the Church under One Idea, is not irrecon - 
cileable with what is affirm'd of it under the Other. 
That a great Part of the Dangers and Difſtracti- 
/- . ens, Which have either befaln or threatned 7: | 
Cburch for ſome Ages paſt, and which particularly | 
alarm our Apprehenſions at preſent, may be aſcii | 
bed principally to the Confuſion of theſe two Iden, 
will appear to any one who will trace the ſeveral 
Attempts that have been made npon our Peace and 


Conſticution back to their Principles. The judicious 
Mr. Hooker ſaw plainly, how dangerouſly this Stum- 
bling-Block lay in the Way of Mens Inquiries into the 
Nature and Conſtitution of the Church. But many 


other even among the Ornaments and Defenders of 
our Church, tho they had the good Fortune to pals | 
None, | 
however, have apply'd themſelves either to remove | 


by it, yet ſeem not to have pereciv'd it. 


or caution Men of the Danger; it has ſtill lain in 


the Way, and Multitudes have faln upon it. 


If any thing that has been ſuggeſted in this Diſ- 


courſe may place fo much Light upon this Rock of 


Offence, that for the future it may more eaſily be à. 
voided, or may aſſiſt any other Hand more equal 
to the Work in wholly removing it, 1 ſhall eſteem 
my ſelf to have been happily employ d. FINIS. 
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